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J NT  tmdotiUedly  will  won¬ 
der^  how  any  IBody  would  mi- 
dertake  to  write  the  Life  of 
Vanini  j  a  Lerfon  who  merit¬ 
ed  rather  to  he  buried  in  per¬ 
petual  Ohlwion^  and  whofe  Name  has 
been  both  infamous  to  Chriftianity ^  and 
abhorred  by  all  the  honefi  and  well  mean¬ 
ing  part  of  Mankind.  Lut  if  it  he 
confidered^  to  what  purpofes  his  mife^ 
Table  Lnd  has  been  converted^  and  what 
^lfe  has  been  made  of  it^  by  oppofing  his 
Sham-Martyrdom  to  an  infinite  Number 
of  true  ones^  m  order  to  depreciate  the 
moji  excellent  Religion^  and  to  eftahlijh 
and  propagate  the  modijlo  ToUrine  of 
thofe  mlgarly  {though  wrongfullyf  called 
Free-Thinkers:  I  am  perfuaded^  I  fay^. 
tipon  this  Confideration^  the  necejfity  will 
appear^  that  thofe  FaUs  fhould  he  repre- 
fented  in  a  fair  and  honefi  manne)\  to 
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To  the  Reader. 

mn  die  ate  the  righteous  Caufe  ftom  hafe 
Jfperfions. 

T^hat  this  Tiecehas  all  the  CharaUers 
requifite  to  difiinguifh  its  worth  and  va- 
ItiCy  the  perufal  will  fufficiently  teftify.  In 
it  is  percewahle  an  accurate  and  impar-- 
tial  Judgment^  free  from  all  Infinuations 
or  SuppofitionSy  that  either  direUly  or 
confequentially  fa^mr  of  prejudice  of  Edu¬ 
cation  :  Our  Author  feems  to  be  fo  cautious 
of  avoiding  fuch  an  Imputation  {not  only 
in  this^  hut  all  his  other  Writings)  when 
an  opportunity  offers^  or  an^  ohjeUion  a- 
gainji  the  Chrijiian  Eelief  falls  m  his 
way  ^  that  he^  with  t]:>e  great eji  imparti¬ 
ality  illuftrates  it^  urging  it  with  the  ut- 
moft  Energy  and  Force ^  to  leave  the  Read¬ 
er  entirely  fatisfied  with  his  reply and  to 
eradicate  compleatly  the  moji  dangeroti^ 
Doubts  and  Perplexities. 

Vanini  in  his  life  time  was  fa7nous  all 
over  Europe  for  his  fophiftical  Writings y 
which  were  new  and  uncommon  in  their 
kind^  and  particularly  adapted  to  the 
Tafte  of  that  Age.  Fhey  were  wrote  in 
a  good  Latin  Style^  and  fo  artfully  con¬ 
trived^  that  under  the  pretext  of  defend¬ 
ing  Chriftia?nty  and  Morality^  he  Jlily  in- 
fnmated  the  rankeji  atheifticai  Princi- 
pleSy  aiming  at  nothing  lefsy  than  to  de- 
Jlroy  all  Religion^  even  the  Natural  not 
excepted.  The  Hardjhips  he  underwent 
on  that  Account y  are  by  feme  cried  up  for 

Martyrdom^ 


To  the  Re  ADER. 

Martyr doniy  though  if ‘.we  may  helieve 
Gramondj  who  was  then  firfl ,  ^refident 
of  the  ’Parliament  of  Thouloufe,  he  would 
hatie  recanted  when  he  found  Sentence  of 
SDeath  was  paji  on  him,  which  was  re^ 
jeUedi  they  knowing  him  to  be  a  malicious 
DiffemUer.  , 

He  fet  out  from  Naples  with  twehe  Con^ 
federates^  as  reprobate  as  himfelf,  to  di- 
fperfe  all  over  the  Worlds  in  the  manner  of 
the  ^poftles^  his  pernicious  'iDoUfine.  Ton 
will  find  him  a  Man  of  Learnmg^  'very 
Jmhitmis^  Subtle^  of  an  eafy  Jddrefs^ 
jovial  in  Converfation^  and  full  of  Spirit 
^  and  AUivity^  which  the  various  and  fur- 
prizing  JdvenHires  'of  his  Life  Efficiently 
teftify  ;  and  endowed  with  fuch  bright  na^ 
tural  Faculties^  that  Hiflory  can  fcarce 
produce  his  Equal :  Eut  as  he  mif applied 
his  Lalent^  Fr evidence  made  him  as  no¬ 
torious  in  his  Fimifhment  ^  his  Execution 
being  fo  terrible  that  one  cannot  read  it 
without  being  JJooclSd. 

He  was  a  fiaunch  Lifciple  of  Plato^, 
Ariftotle,  Averroes,  Cardanus  and  Pompo- 
natius^'  whom  he  copies  every  where^  up-- 
on  the  Creation^  the  origin  of  Man^  and 
other  Matters  relating  to  natural  Fhilo- 
phy.  Etit  when  he  quotes  ^em^  to  decide 
in  religious  Affairs^  he  is  quite  ahfurd 
and  ridiculous  ^  witnefs  the  famous  Ho- 
rofcope  from  Cd.vd'SLV.^  who  pretended  to 
fiate  the  nativity  of  Chrift^  thereby  to 

prove^ 
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prove^  'that  his  extraordinary  ^alities 
were  not  owing  to  his  divine  Nature^ 
ht^t  the  Conjiellation^  that  prevailed  at 
his  "Birth  ^  which  was  calculated  to  fuh-- 
vert  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

His  Writings  were  numerous^  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  Catalogue  at  the  end  of 
this  "Piece.  Moji  of  them  are  loji^  and 
thofe  that  are  now  remainingy  viz.  his 
Amphitheatre  and  Dialogues,  the  Author 
has  taken  Care  to  examine  and  aWfute 
in  their  ftrongeft  Arguments.  In  Jhort 
you  ll  feOy  how  the  various  Syftems  of  the 
chief  atheiftical  Writers  have  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  account  mechajiically  for  the 
7niraculous  Performances  in  the  Old  and 
New  Tfejlamenty  and  the  ahfurdity  of  fucb 
Solutions  expofed.  Aiidy  I  may  venture 
to  affirmy  yonll  find  in  this  Piece  not 
only  Entertainment  for  the  Unlearnedy 
but  alfo  many  Ohfervations  and  TfraUs 
not  unworthy  the  moJi  Curious. 


THE 


The 


O  F 

LUC  I L 10  VANIN  I 


To  Mr.  *  *  *  *. 


I  R. 


O  U  do  me  more  Honour  than  The  Occa- 
I  deferve,  when  you  ask  me 'a- 
gain  for  what  'I  had  colleded  ’ 
concerning  Lucilio  Vanin i^s 
Life.  You  remember  that  fince 
the  Year  1710,  I  was  to  have 
continued  rHiJioire  des  Ouvrage^ 
des  Sa'vanSy  which  Work  was  always  interrupted 
by  the  learned  Diftradions  of  the  Author,  and 
finally  flopped  by  his  laft  Illnefs  j  and  by  the 
Occupations  of  his  Brother  t>  who  had  fuftained 


f  Mr.  Bafnage,  Minifter  of  the  French  Church  at  the  Hague, 
made  jfeveral  Abftrads  for  his  Brother  the  Advocate,  who 
fell  ill  in  1709. 
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that  Burthen  from  time  to  time,  and  would  no 
longer  be  troubled  with  it.  I  had  then  colleded 
fome  Materials  for  the  Continuation  of  a  Work 
which  deferved  my  whole  Attention,  when  Pro¬ 
vidence  called  me  from  your  City  to  Amfierdam  ; 
and  a  few  Months  after  from  Amfterdam  to 
England, 

Among  thofe  Materials  defigned  for  the 
Journal,  you  had  heard  me  fpeak  of  a  Latin 
»L‘,  by  Book  printed  in  Germany^  under  the  Title  of 
Mr.schram^  The  Life  and  Writings  of  the  famous  Atheifl 
Julius  Ca:sar  Vanini  ;  ijoherein  the  Au¬ 
thor  treats  of  his  Birthy  his  Behaviour,  his  Edu- 
ccttion,  and  of  his  tragical  End  •  the  Whole  taken 
from  his  Writings,  or  other  Authors  viorthy  of  Credit, 
I  made  an  Abftradt  of  that  Book,  and  being 
at  Work  about  it,  I  often  wifhed  to  fee  with 
my  own  Eyes,  the  ftrong  and  weak  Side  of 
Vanini,  I  mean  by  reading  all  his  Works. 
By  good  Luck  I  found  them  in  your  Library, 
you  was  pleafed  to  lend  them  me,  I  read  them  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  I  made  ufe  of  *era 
to  give  my  Abftrad;  all  the  Certainty  required 
from  a  faithful  Journalift.  I  read  my  MS, 
to  fome  of  my  Friends,  who  approved  it  ;  I 
do  not  now  remember,  if  I  did  not  (hew  it, 
to  you  likewife.  Be  that  as  it  will,  having  (ince 
left  your  City,  and  Mr.  Mortier,  for  whom  I  was 
to  have  continued  at  Amfterdam,  les  Nouveltes 
des  la  Repuhlique  des  Letres,  being  dead,  my  Ab- 
flrad  was  banilhed  among  my  old  Papers. 


*  Be  Vita  et  Scriptis  famofi  Athei  Julii  Caefaris  Vanini 
ira^atHs  JinguUrisy  in  qm  Genius,  Mores  Studia  cum 
ipfa  Morte  horrenda  d  Scriptis  fuis  rartoribus  ^  ajiis  fide  dignis 
Authoribus  feleSa  funt,  ne  cut  ojfendtculo  forent,  errores 
illius  fimul  fun!  refutati,  a  Johanne  Mauricio  Schramm. 
Cuftrini,  Typ.  fumpt.  Godofredi  Heininchii,  Regis  Regin, 
Neo-March,  Typograp'hi,  1709. 


A 


T^he  Life  ^?/LugilioVanini.  3 

A  new  Book,  which  appeared  the  Year  Mr.  </« /<« 
following,  did  not  at  afl  encourage  me  to  take^^'?/^’^ 
it  from  thence.  Mr.  de  la  Crofe  publifhed  his^°^^' 
Entertainments  upon  divers  SuhjeBs  of  Hiftory^ 
Literature  ,  Religion  and  Criticijm  The 

fourth  of  his  Entertainments  is  A  Dijfertation 
upon  Atheifm  ^  which  is  well  worth  reading. 

He  fpeaks  there  of  feveral  Atheifts,  and 
Vanini  is  introduced  in  his  turn.  I  muft 
own  I  was  a  little  difpleafed  when  I  read  that 
Palfage  of  his  Differtation,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
me,  that  the  Author  had  compiled  there  with 
pretty  good  Judgment,  the  chief  things  to 
be  known  concerning  that  Infidel,  and  taken 
from  me  Materials ,  which  I  thought  the 
more  entertaining  and  curious,  becaufe  no  one 
had  ever  given  us  any  thing  in  French  upon  that 
Subject.  I  condemned  therefore  my  MS.  to 
remain  where  I  had  put  it,  and  it  was  going 
to  rot  there  at  Eafe,  if  you  had  not  asked  me 
for  it  again  in  your  laft  Letter.  I  fhould  yet 
refufe  it  you  by  a  Principle  of  Modefty  ;  but 
the  Friendfhip  and  Obligations  I  owe  you,  will 
not  permit  it.  I  chufe  rather  to  revife  my 
MS.  to  reform  it ,  to  correct  and  even  to 
augment  it,  than  to  difappoint  you  a  fecond  time. 

Befides,  Mr.  de  la  Crofe  has  omitted  feveral  im¬ 
portant  Remarks,  which  I  have  fupplied,  and 
perhaps  fome  will  rather  read  V  a  n  i  n  I’s  Life, 
in  a  little  Volume  by  itfelf,  than  in  the  middle 
of  a  tedious  Differtation.  After  all,  Sir,  you  arc 
Matter  of  the  MS.  read  it  with  fome  Atten¬ 
tion,  and  if  it  doth  not  pleafe  you,  do  with  it 
as  they  did  with  Vanini;  I  affure  you  I  fhall 
not  take  it  ill  in  the  leaft. 


*  The  Book  is  printed  at  Amflerdumj  hy  Roger.  17 1 1. 
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II.  I  (hall  divide  into  five  or  fix  Articles,  aU 
what  I  have  to  tell  you  about  our  Neapolitan.  I 
(hall  at  firft  fpeak  of  his  Birth,  and  his  Parents,' 
then  of  his  Learning  and  Prieceptors  after¬ 
wards  of  his  Travels,  then  of  his  Writings, 
and  of  the  Impiety  hid  in  them,  which  dif- 
covers  icfelf  by  Degrees;  and  conclude  with  his 
tragical  Death,  and  a  View  of  his  Charader, 
in  oppoficion  to  the  Apologies  of  his  Advocate, 
^  and  the  carelefsnefs  of  a  celebrated  Au¬ 
thor,  who  in  his  Penfees  Sur  la  Comete-^^  has 
cried  up  our  V  a  n  i  n  i  for  an  honeft  Man 
and  a  true  Martyr  of  Atheifm  :  This  laft  Ar¬ 
ticle  will  perhaps  be  curious  enough.  And  this 
is  the  Method  I  intend  to  obferve  in  this  Let¬ 
ter  :  I  widi  you  may  not  have  Reafon  to  repent 
your  Curiofity,  nor  I  my  Complaifance. 

Vanim^s  III.  L  uciLio  Vanin  I,  was  born  atTau>- 
Birth,  his  yofano  §  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  and  not 
Coumr  Naples  itfelf,  as  all  the  Editions  of  MorerPs 
zndPiicats. DiBionary  intimate,  not  even  excepting  the  laft 
by  M.  Du  Pin * * * §  **  I  place  his  Birth  in  the  Year 
1585,  and  not  157P,  as  by  an  overfight  Mr, 
Crofe  has  done.  The  Day  and  Month  are  not 
known,  and  I  guefs  only  at  the  Year,  from  a 
Pafiage  of  his  Dialogues  upon  Nature,  where  our 
Infidel  makes  Alexander  his  Admirer  fay  to  him, 
you  are  hardly  thirty  Years  old,  and  you  have 
enriched  the  Publick  already  with  I  do  not  know 

*  M.  Arpe.  Apokgia  pro  Julio  Csfare  Vanim,  Neapolitano. 

Cofmopoli.  Typis  Vhikletheis. ^  1711. 

Tome  r.  fuhantes  de  Vedition  de  1704. 

§  ’Tis  himfelf  that  acquaints  us  of  it  in  the  ^-dth  Dia¬ 
logue,  pag.  424.  Pgo  cum  Taurtfanum  patriam  meuhnobilijji- 
mam  ^  velut  in  or  bis  annulo  gemmam^  peterem.  Mr,  de  le 
Crofe  calls  it  the  City  Taurifano  but  I  find  no  fuch  City  in 
the  Maps,  but  a  Market  Town  of  that  Name,  a  few  Leagues 
from  C^ftro. 

The  Edition  of  y  Vol.  Fob  1713. 
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how  many  illuftrious  Monuments  of  Learning, 
which  have  acquired  you  a  great  deal  of  Ho¬ 
nour  !  Thofe  Dialogues  having  been  printed  at 
Paris  in  i6i6,  it  is  probable,  if  he  fays  true, 
that  he  came  into  the  World  towards  the  end  of 
1585,  or  the  beginning  of  the  Year  following. 

His  Fathers  Name  was  John  Baptifia  Vanini^  Fathcr* 
Steward  to  Don  Francis  de  CaflrOy  Duke  of 
rofano.  Viceroy  of  Naples ^  and  afterwards  Am- 
balfadour  of  to  the  Court  of  His  His  Mo- 

Mother  was  called  Beatrix  Lopes  de  Nogueraf^^^- 
4:  and  if  we  may  believe  her  Son,  who  omits 
nothing  to  make  himfelf  efteemed,  (he  was  of  a 
Spanijh  Family  of  Diftindion.  I  would  not 
late  here  what  he  tells  us  of  his  Father,  if  itcumftance 
did  not  give  us  to  under(^and  how  much  Va-ofhisFa- 
nity  and  Puerility  there  was  in  the  Genius 
our  Atheift.  He  fays  that  his  Father  *  be-  ' 
ing  near  his  End,  and  the  Phyficians  having 
acquainted  him  with  it,  (hewed  fuch  a  De- 
(ire  for  an  immortal  Life  exempt  from  all  Lan- 
guilhing  and  Slothfulnefs,  that  he  arofe  imme¬ 
diately  from  his  Bed,  pronouncing  thefe  Words 
of  Vefpajiany  it  doth  not  behove  me  to  die  any  otherwife 
than  /landing.  As  if  a  Saying  did  not  loofe 
of  its  Elegancy  in  palling  from  the  Mouth 
of  an  Emperor  into  that  of  a  Steward  or 
Farmer. 

His  Son,  being  born,  was  called  Lucili  o,HisCf  nfti- 
but  he  became  too  arrogant  to  be  contented  an  Name, 
with  an  ordinary  Name,  and  we, (hall  foon  fee 
how  he  was  induced  to  take  up  another  §. 

IV.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  Learning  from  HisStudies. 
his  Infancy,  and  applied  himfelf  to  it  to 

fuch 


4:  Dial.  424. 

Amphlt.  p.  ij*;.  VU.  SuPton.  in  Vefp^ijian.  Cap.  24. 

§  Carafe  fays.  That  “  the  mifcrable  Lucilio  changed  his 
••Name  three  or  four  times,  according  to  the  Country-  ■ — • 

“  for 
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>  - 

fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  foon  ' filled  him  with 
Prefumption.  His  Father  fent  him  to  Rome, 
to  ftudy  there  Philofophy  and  Divinity :  His 
Matter  was  a  certain  Carmelite  Fryer,  called 
B.  who  at  that  time  was  very 

famous.  Vanini  brags  of  it  very  much  in 
his  Works ;  he  tells  us  of  his  Wifdom,  and 
of  his  fedate  Behaviour,  and  cries  him  up  for 
a  Phoenix  of  the  Preachers  of  his  time  f.  In  the 
fame  manner  he  mentions  another  Carmelite, 
J.  Bacon,  called  John  Bacon,  an  Ornament  fays  he,  to  the 
Averrois t^s,  formerly  my  Praceptor,  and  of 
•whom  1  ha^ve  learned  to  fwear  by  none  hut  Aver- 
R  o  E  s.  This  he  tells  us  in  his  Amphitheatre  §  ,* * * § **  a 
fine  Expreflion  for  an  Author,  who  propofes 
there  to  refute  the  antienc  and  modern  A- 
theitts ! 

yaMttu-  From  Rome  he  returned  to  Naples,  accord- 
^^J^^ing  to  Mr.  Schramrns  Conjedure  where  he 
logy.  continued  his  Study  of  Philofophy.  He  de¬ 
lighted  much  in  Natural  Philofophy,  and  out  of 
love  for  that  Science,  he  applied  himfelf  fome  time 
to  Phyfick,  which  is  one  of  its  Branches.  Attro- 
nomy  alfo  imploy’d  him  confiderably,  which 
infenfibly  flung  him  into  the  Whimfies  of  Af- 
trologers.  But  he  bettowed  bett  part  of  his 


for  being  in  Gafcony  he  called  himfelf  Vompeio,  and  among 
“  the  Nobility  he  was  known  by  no  other  Name.  In  Holland 

his  Name  was  fulius  C&far:  When  he  was  about  printing 
his  Book  at  ?aris  he  ftiled  himfelf  Jolio  Cafare  Vanino  i 
“  and  printing  his  Amphitheatrum  at  Lyons,  he  added  to  it 
Taurifano't  and  at  Tholofe,  when  he  was  tried,  he  was 
called  Sieur  Lucilio.  Garas.  Do£l.  Cur.  p.  1024. 

f  Dial.  p.  loy.  Virum  optimum  ^  fapientijjlmum . 

§  P.  17.  Dace  Averroe,  in  cujus  ’verba  jurare  eum^Jo^n- 
nes  Bacconius,  Averroijlarum  princeps  meritijjimus ,,  dim  pra^ 
i-eptor  coegerat, 

**  De  'vita  ^  Script  is  Julii  Csefaris  Vanini.  p.  6. 


time 


^he  Life  of  ILv cihio  Vakini.  7 

time  upon  Divinity,  fuch  as  it  was  then,  and 
is  ftill  now  taught  in  that  Country.  He  doth 
not  feem  to  be  well  pleaTed  with  it  in  his 
Books^  and  he  flips  no  Opportunity  of  giving 
a  fevere  rub  to  the  Scholaflkks,  Thomas  A- 
QUiNAS,  among  others,  although  very  much 
refpe(51ed  by  Men  of  his  Party,  feems  to  him 
but  a  weak  Reafoner  againft  Impiety.  He  com¬ 
plains  in  his  Preface  to  the  Amphitheatre,  that 
although  that  Father^s  Work  againft  the  Pagans 
was  very  learned  ;  yet  none  of  the  Objedions  of 
the  Atheifts  was  there  either  well  ftated  or  con¬ 
futed  Neverthelefs,  he  protefts,  he  is  of 
Opinion  with  Pope  John  XXII.  who  in  the 
Confecration  of  this  Saint,  pronounced  free¬ 
ly  ;  he  had  done  as  many  Miracles,  as  he 
had  decided  of  hard  Queftions.  ’Tis  pity 
that  Miracles  fhould  have  failed  him,  when  ' 
he  wanted  them  moft,  I  mean  againft  Atheifts : 

But  probably  V  a  n  i  n  i  would  give  us  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  Miracles  of  his  Church  are  of  no 
great  Efficacy  againft  Libertines. 

V.  When  he  had  finifhed  his  Studies,  he  got  He  is  made 
himfelf  received  a  Prieft,  and  as  he  had  a  great  An 
deal  of  Fire  he  foon  came  to  be  a  Preacher. 

I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  tell  you,  whether  Preaching, 
his  Sermons  were  excellent  or  no :  But  you 
will  judge  very  advantageoufly  of  them,  if  you 
take  his  word  for  it.  They  were  none  of  rhofe 
Monks  Sermons,  drawn  from  Phoebus  and  em¬ 
broidered  with  continual  Miracles,  after  the 
fanner  of  the  Orators,  on  the  ocher  fide  of 
the  Alps:  But  they  were  elaborate  Difcourfes, 
full  of  Juice,  and  nourifhed  in  fome  meafure 
with  the  Subftance  of  Truth.  You  may  judge 
of  it,  by  a  Fragment,  which  he  gives  us  In 

*  Ampkitheatr,  m 

his 
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his  thirtieth  Dialogue.  He  remembers,  fays  he, 
that  preaching  one  Day  upon  the  Queftion, 

God  made  Men  ?  he  refolved  it  by  the  famous 
Scale  of  Aver  ROES,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
was  neceffary  there  (houM  be  a  gradation  from 
the  lovveft  of  Beings  to  the  moft  high.  Ut 
Nempe  ejfet  aliquid  quod  intercejjione  fua  fummis 
ima  coaftaret.  Afterwards  he  himfelf  propofes 
this  Scale  according  to  the  A  v  e  r  r  o  i  s  t  s  ;  for 
it  is  permitted  to  every  Philofopher  to  make 
his  own,  as  to  Divines  to  lay  out  their  com-* 
mon  Places. 


Averroes*& 

Scale. 


1.  The  firft  matter  according  to  our  Italian^ 
is  the  foie  Power ^  the  pure  to  wit  God. 

2.  Next  to  God  are  the  Immaterial  Sub^ 
fiances. 

3.  Next  to  Matter y  is  the  form  of  Corporeity. 

4.  Betwixt  thefe  two  are  two  Animal  Souls^ 
the  one  Vegetative^  the  other  Senjitive, 

5.  Above  them  are  the  Underftanding^  being 
lefs  than  the  Intelligences;  for  exifting  in  Mat¬ 
ter,  it  is  immaterial  and  feparable  from  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  diftincl  from  it  by  its  Effence,  and  con- 
fufed  with  it  for  as  much  as  it  informs  or 
inftrnds  it  * 

What  I  obferve  particular  on  this  Head, 
is,  that  fome  celebrated  Divines,  among  the 


*  Ip{e  olim  {‘its  Vanini  /peaks)  concionando  hanc  quaeftio- 
nem  refolvi,  Cur  homo  a  Deo  fuijfet  creatus  ?  Ut  nempe  ali¬ 
quid  eflet,  quod  interceffione  fua  fummis  ima  coaptaret, - . 

Materia  prima  iecundum  Averroiftas,  fola  parentia,  a£bus  pu- 
rus,  folus  Deus.  Prope  Deum  SubfianttA  hnmortales.  Props 
Materiam  forma  Corporeitatts.  Inter  hsec  animA  brutse  duas, 
Vegetaus  8c.  Sentirm\  8c  fuper  has  potior  IntelleBuSj  minor  In- 
telhgentUs.  Etenim  in  materia  exiftens  immaterialis,  led  4 
materia  feparabilisj  feparatus  per  eflfentiam,  non  feparatusper 
informationem.  Din/,  p.  23^, 
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Proteftants  have  adopted  Plata's  Scale,  after 
what  Mr.  Fontenelle  has  faid  of  it,  to  fiiew 
forth  its  Invalidity.  “  Some  are  mightily  em- 
“  barralfed  about  the  infinite  Space,  which  is  - 
between  God  and  Human  Creatures  (fays  that 
bright  Man)  and  they  fill  it  up  with  Genius’s  and 
Damons ;  but  with  what  (hall  be  filled  up  that 
infinite  Space  there  is  between  God  and  thofe 
‘‘  Genius’s  and  Damons?  For  the  diftance from 
‘‘  God  to  any  Creature  whatever,  is  infinite. 

As  it  is  necelfary,  in  a  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing,  for  God’s  Action  to  traverfe  an  infi- 
nite  Vacuum  to  reach  thofe  Damons^  it  might 
as  well  come  at  once  to  Men,  fince  they 
are  but  a  few  Degrees  difiant  from  them, 

“  and  there  is  no  proportion  at  all  to  the 
‘‘  firft  Diftance.  When  God  treats  with  Men 
by  means  of  Angels,  that  is  not  to  fay, 
that  Angels  are  necelfary  for  this  Com- 
munication,  as  Plato  pretended  j  God  employs 
“  them  for  Reafons,  which  Philofophy  will  ne- 
ver  be  able  to  difcover  ,  Neverthelefs 
our  Vanin  I  would  penetrate  every  thing, 
and  that  in  his  Sermons.  Averroes  held 
there  St.  P  a  u  l  and  St.  T  h  o  m  a  s’  s  Place.  It 
is  true  the  Hearers  did  not  comprehend  much 
of  it ;  but  that  was  to  them  a  reafon  for  ap¬ 
proving  his  Difcourfe ;  for  many  People  readily 
facrifice  their  Reafon  to  the  found  of  fome  hard 
Words  and  obfcure  Terms. 

VL  Now  our  V  anini  wanted  nothing  butHefludies 
the  Study  of  the  Law,  to  give  his  Learning 
that  Air  of  Univerfality,  which  fo  many  Men  ^ 

are  fond  of.  He  calls  himfelf  DoElor  in  utroque 
yurej  in  the  Title  Page  of  his  Dialogues,  and 


*  Fontenelle  Hifl:.  des  Oracles,  Ch.  vL  p.  74. 
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it  appears  indeed,  that  he  was  not  a  Novice 
in  the  Civil  Law,  nor  even  the  Canonical. 

His  (lay  at  VII.  From  Naples  he  went  to  Padua^  where 
jW^^.andthe  goodnefs  of  the  Air,  the  foftnefs  of  the 
his  laudable  and  efpecially  the  Converfation  with 

overty.  Letters,  detained  him  fome  Years.  He 

there  repeated  all  the  Sciences  which  he  had 
run  over,  and  although  extreamly  poor,  he 
ftudied  with  all  the  Ardour  which  a  Difpofition 
hot  of  it  Self,  and  moreover  inflamed  by  a  pro¬ 
digious  Ambition,  can  furnifh.  All  is  warnty 
*  fays  he,‘  to  thofe  that  lo'ue  ,*  have  Inot  fuftained 
at  Padua  the  greateji  Frofl  in  Winter  voith  a  poor 
and  thin  Drefs,  animated  only  voith  a  Dejtre  of 
Learning  ?  He  fays  in  his  Amphitheatre^  that 
having  finifhed  his  Studies  in  that  City,  he  found 
himfelj  in  a  Capacity  to  go  through  all  Europe,  to 
vijtt  the  Univerfities  and  affift  at  the  AJfemblies  and 
Conferences  of  the  Learned  f.  He  boafts  afterwards 
that  he  had  done  it  and  perfeded  himfelf  in 
all  kind  of  Learning. 

HisFavou-  pijg  favourite  Authors  were  Aristotle, 

nteAu-  ’ 

thors.  Averroes,  Cardan  and  Pomponatius. 

Thofe  Names  are  fufficlently  known  ;  M.  Bayle 

has  given  us  a  faithful  pourtrait  of  them  in 

his  Critical  DiElionary^  and  it  may  be  fufficient 

here  to  obferve  in  what  Eflieem  our  V  a  n  i  n  i 

held  them. 

Anjlotle.  As  to  Ariftotk,  that  went  even  to  Admiration ; 
he-  calls  him  the  God  of  Philofophers  ,  Fhe 
DiElator  of  human  Wifdom ,  and  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff  of  the  Sages.  He  owns  that  he  devoted 
himfelf  entirely  to  him,  and  that  he  had  him 
continually  in  his  Hands,  before  his  Eyes,  and 


*  Dial,  p.  55*2. 

4:  See  the  Preface  of  his  Amphitheatre. 

Dc  Amirand,  Natur.  Arcan.  Dial.  1 1 , 

in 
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in  his  Mind.  He  borrows  from  him  in  feveral 
places,  without  naming  him,  and  if  it  was  worth 
while,  I  could  eafily  make  it  appear,  that  he 
is  not  the  Inventor  of  all  thofe  notable  Inquiries 
into  the  Myfteries  of  Nature,  which  he  retails 
with  fo  much  Oftentation,  and  about  which 
Alexander  is  introduced  admiring  him,  as 
if  they  were  all  new  Difcoveries. 

The  Syftem  of  Averroes,  which  is  but 
a  Branch  of  that  of  Ariflotk,  was  fo  much  to  his 
liking,  that  he  took  care  to  recommend  this  Au¬ 
thor  to  his  Difciples  in  their  beginning,  and  even 
when  they  had  no  Tindure  of  Philofophy  at  all. 
He  himfelf  acquaints  us  with  this  Particularity, 
in  his  Dialogues  ff.  I0)en  the  Bufmefs  was^ 
fays  he,  fpeaking  of  one  of  his  Scholars,  to 
initiate  him  in  the  Mjfleries  of  Philofophy^  1  took 
great  Care,  that  he  fwore  to  no  ones  Name  ;  /  con^ 
tented  my  felf  with  putting  into  his  Hands  A  v  e  R- 
R  o  E  s’s  Books,  which  he  read  with  fuch  Greedinefs, 
and  by  which  he  profited  fo  much,  that  he  foon  took  upon 
him  to  confute  the  Impertinencies  of  the  Scholafticks, 
who  talk  fuperficially  upon  Matters. 

PoMPONATius,  a  famous  Averroist, 
had  left  behind  him  at  Padua,  many  Followers 
and  feveral  Writings.  Our  Vanini  read 
them  greedily,  and  confirmed  himfelf  foon  in 
the  fame  Sentiments.  Mr.  Schramm  believes 
•  Vanini  had  ftudied  under  Pompona- 
tius  at  Boulogna  *  ,  and  that  they  had 
feen  each  other ;  but  he  doth  not  take  Notice 
that  Pomponatius  was  born  in  1452,  and  that 
Vanani  died  in  16  ig,  but  34  Years  old  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  Calculation.  Be  that  as  it  will,  he 
calls  him  always  his  Divine  Mafler,  Divinum 


44  Amphith.  p. 

*  Schramm  de  Vita  6c  Scriptis  Vanini.  p.  27, 
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Praceptorem,  and  beftows  great  Enccmiums  upon 
his  Works  f-  The  Book  where  he  treats 
about  EnckammentSy  and  which  was  looked  upon 
as  a  dangerous  one,  feemed  to  him  a  Golden 
Treatife  :  Liber  aureus.  Another  about  Dejiiny 
charmed  him,  and  a  third  about  Caufes  and 
Natural  EfFefts,  deferred  alfo  his  higheft  Ad¬ 
miration.  In  (hort  he  had  hardly  any  Doubt 
left,  but  the  Soul  of  Averroes  had  tranfmigra-^ 
ted  into  Pomponatius’i  Body  (f). 

Cardan  is  alfo  one  of  thofe  Authors,  whom 
Vanini  had  ftudied  much.  He  praifes  him 
and  finds  fault  with  him  in  feveral  Places.  In 
one  place,  he  gives  him  the  Character  of  a  Man 
of  great  Senfe,  and  giving  little  Credit  to  Su- 
perfiicion  fj.  N  a  u  d  e  doth  not  agree  to  the  firft 
Article,  for  he  maintains  that  he  was  perfedly 
ftupid  ;  which  appears  fufficiently  from  his  own 
Writings,  when  he  relates  the  Tranfadions  of 
his  Life.  Mr.  Eayky  a  Man  of  a  clear  Under- 
{landing,  finds  in  him  rather  the  Character  of 
a  Superftitious  Man,  than  of  an  Atheift,  and  he 
agrees  with  Naude^  that  Cardans  chief  Chara- 
der  was  Folly  of  which,  as  he  pleafantly  ex- 
prefies  it,  his  Underftanding  could  pafs  for  no¬ 
thing  but  an  Appendix.  And  truly  how  can  a 
Man  like  Cardan  (who  out  of  a  ftupid  Ingenuity 
owns  himlelf  guilty  of  the  moft  heinous  and 
difagreeable  Vices,  without  excepting  even  that 
of  Prophanation)  pafs  for  one  in  his  Senfes 
with  thofe  who  have  preferred  theirs  §. 


'+  Divinus  Preceptor  in  Aureo  opufculo  de  incantationibus. 
Dial.  p.  574. 

*  Amphi: .Dijfertat.  VI.  "p.  56. 
f-j-  Dial.  p.  203.  204. 

**  See  Didl.  Ciit,  The  Article  of  Cardan. 

§  Idem  ibid. 
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Another  Folly  :  Cardan  and  Pomponatius  had 
both  writ  upon  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul^  and 
oppofed  it  when  they  feemed  to  eftablilhit.  Pom-  both  writ 
ponatius  began  it,  and  made  himfelf  many  Ene-onthe  lm- 
mies,  by  advancing  this  very  delicate  Propofition, 
viz,.  That  fince  it  was  impoffible  to  prove  it  by  °  ^  * 

Natural  and  Philofophical  Reafons,  the  fureft 
way  was  to  have  recourfe  to  Revelation  t- 
Cardan  maintained  the  fame  thing,  and  copied 
Pomponatius,  Thefe  two  uniform  Treatifes  up¬ 
on  the  fame  Matter,  gave  them  a  very  bad 
Repute  ;  and  the  truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that 
they  did  not  manage  their  Orthodoxy  with  any 
Condud.  They  are  not  contented  to  attack 
there  the  Spirituality  and  Immortality  of  our 
Souls,  by  the  Principles  of  Ariftotle\  Philofophy  ; 
but  alfo  defend  Atheifts,  as  being  honeft  Men, 
whofe  difinterefted  Virtue  is  more  Praife- 
worthy,  than  that  of  the  moft  couragious  De¬ 
fenders  of  the  Immortality.  Some  would  have 
advanced  in  our  times,  that  Atheifm  is  not  worfe 
than  Idolatry  ;  I  do  not  know  if  they  have  not 
flopped  there,  becaufe  they  dared  not  go  any 
farther.  Cardan  being  bolder,  made  the 
Scales  to  turn  in  Favour  of  Atheifm  ;  the  Paf- 
fage  is  fo  remarkable,  that  I  cannot  help  tran- 
flating  it  here,  fo  much  the  rather  becaufe 
Mr.  Bayle  has  not  quoted  it,  to  my  Knowledge, 
in  the  Continuation  of  his  Various  Thoughts  upon 
Comets,  Let  us  now  fee  fays  he,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Belief  of  Immortality  makes  Men 
more  virtuous  and  happy.  As  for  my  part, 

I  do  not  perceive  it  contributes  any  thing 
towards  it.  We  fee  in  Cicero  and  Diogenes 
Laertius^  that  the  Epicureans  were  more  up- 


(( 


ec 
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f  See  Dici.  Hifior.  ^  Critic.  The  Article  of  Pomponatius. 
4*^  Cardanus  De  immortal,  anim.  Cap.  2.  fol.  3^. 
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right  and  honeft,  and  had  more  true  Good- 
nefs  towards  Men,  than  the  Stoich  or  Pla^ 
tonkh.  The  Reafon  is,  if  1  miftake  nor, 
what  Galen  advances,  that  Men  grow  good  or 
had  by  Cuftom]],  But  no  Body  trufts  them 
who  make  no  Profeffion  of  an  unlhaken  Up- 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  therefore  they  are  obliged 
to  obferve  more  their  Honour  than  others, 
and  to  prove  themfelves  fuch  to  the  Publick, 
for  fear  Men  (hould  think  their  Pradices 
are  according  to  their  Sentiments.  Hence  it 
is  that  few  Men  now  a-Days  equal  the  Faith 
of  Ufurers  ;  which  otherwife  lead  a  very 
bad  Life.  Let  it  be  obferved  alfo,  that  the 
Sect  of  Pharifees,  who  believed  in  the  Re- 
“  furredion  and  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  never 
ceafed  profeciiting  Jefus  Chrift  ,•  and  that  the 
Saducees,  another  Sect,  which  rejeded  both 
thefe  Articles,  attacked  him  but  very  feldom, 
once  or  twice  at  moft,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner 
that  it  caufed  him  no  great  Uneafinefs.  A- 
‘‘  gain,  if  you  compare  the  Lives  of  Pliny  and 
Seneca^  their  Lives  I  fay,  and  not  their  Words, 
you  will  find  that  Pliny  with  his  Belief  of 
the  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  furpaffes  Seneca 
“  in  his  moral  Behaviour  as  much,  as  he  Pliny 
“  in  his  Difcourfe  upon  Religion  and  Virtue. 
The  Epicureans  cultivated  Honefty,  they  en- 
tertained  very  officioufly  the  Children  of  their 
Pupils,  and  maintained  at  their  Charges  the 
Families  of  their  deceafed  Friends.  They 
were  looked  upon  every  where  as  honeft 
Men,  altho  they  did  not  regard  much  the 
Worfhip  of  the  Gods,  and  denied  their  Ex- 


That  contradids  his  Principle,  proving  the  Inequality 
of  the  Sedls. 
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iftence  very  ftrongly*.  It  happens  alfo  from 
that  flattering  Opinion  of  another  Life,  that 
“  the  Wicked  have  room  to  exert  their  Paffions  ; 
the  Good  fuffer  many  things  contrary  to  the 
Welfare  of  Society  i  and  the  Laws  fuftain 
a  confiderable  Shock,  in  as  much,  as  upon 
“  Coniideration  of  Religion,  they  are  foftened 
‘‘  to  fuch  a  Degree  that  often  the  very  Foundation 
of  the  Publick  Good,  and  the  Eafe  of  Man- 
kind  lies  at  Stake.  Neither  doth  it  feem  to 
me,  that  this  Belief  of  Immortality,  makes 
Men  more  couragious.  For  Brums  was  no 
more  fo  than  Caffius  ;  and  if  we  will  fay  the 
Truth,  the  A(5tions  of  Brutus  were  rather 
more  cruel  than  thofe  of  Caffius,  For  the  lafl: 
treated  the  RlTodians^  altho^  great  Enemies  of  the 
righteous  Caufe,  in  a  more  favourable  man- 
‘‘  ner,  than  Brutus  had  done  the  Cities  where 
“  he  commanded,  and  which  were  in  Alliance 
“  with  him.  And  laftly,  what  (hall  we  fay  ? 

Is  it  not  Brutusy  the  fame  Brutus  the  Stoick, 
who  delivered  the  Repnblick  into  Anthony^ 
Hands,  becaufe  he  had  faved  it  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  altho^  according  to  Law  ;  after  Caffius 
had  refcued  it  by  his  good  Condud”  I  have 
copied  the  whole  Paflage  for  feveral  Reafons. 

Firft,  to  make  Cardans  Charader  known,  and 
the  Value  one  ought  to  put  upon  his  Writings, 
and  efpecially  upon  that  about  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul.  Secondly,  to  expofe  Vanints  Cha- 
rader  at  the  fame  time,  who  retails  thofe  very 
Thoughts  in  his  Dialogues^  and  no  Doubt  ap¬ 
proves  them  f.  Thirdly,  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  Paradoxes  which  have  been  lately  vented  a- 


*  They  did  not  deny  it  abfblutely,  but  only  ftammered 
upon  this  Article.  Epcurum  Balbutientem,  Dimtftra  Deorum, 
f  Dial.  p.  328. 
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broad,  and  the  Examples  alledged  to  that  Pur- 
pofe,  are  not  fo  new  as  fome  may  imagine. 
And  laftly,  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  (hew¬ 
ing  our  Acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Bayle,  for  that 
being  fupported  by  many  Reafons,  furnilhed 
him  by  Cardan^  he  yet  was  honeft  enough  to 
keep  an  even  Balance  between  Religion  and  A- 
theifm  •  maintaining  againft  the  Italian  Philofo- 
pher,  that  it  was  not  true  that  Religion  had 
done  more  harm  than  good  in  the  World,  as 
he  expreffes  himfelf  in  SeElion  i3i,of  h\s  various 
^ThoughtSy  &c.  He  believes  even  that  Religion  in- 
fpires  more  Courage  than  Atheifm  ;  for  fays  he 
in  the  fame  Place,  With  Cardans  Leave  :  A  Society 
cf  AtheifiSy  as  being  incapable  of  adminiftring  to 
each  other  Motives  of  Religion  to  make  them  coura- 
geouSy  coud  e after  be  difperfed  than  a  Society  of 
Men  that  worjhip  fome  Deity,  Behold  here  two 
famous  Authors  in  a  Contradidion  about  the 
Power  of  the  Influence  of  Atheifm  !  This  is 
not  a  proper  Place  to  examine  thefe  Sentiments  ; 
let  it  fuffice  that  we  have  juftified  in  Part  the 
Judgment  of  Mr.  Naude  upon  Cardans  Philofo- 
phy,  one  of  the  great  Matters  of  our  Vanini, 
Pomponatius  had  already  treated  upon  the  fame 
Topick.  I  (hail  quote  here  fome  Pieces  out  of 
his  Book  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Souly  by  which 
you  may  judge  of  the  reft  *.  He  is  very  well 
perfuaded  that  the  Dodrine  of  the  Immortality 
of  the  Spirits,  doth  not  difpofe  Men  to  be 
wicked,  and  that  fince  they  naturally  love  Fe¬ 
licity  and  hate  Mifery  ;  to  make  them  honeft  it 
fuffices  to  (hew  them,  that  the  Happinefs  of  Life 
confifts  in  the  Pr alike  of  Virtue y  and  Mijery  in  the 
PraEiice  of  Vice.  He  addsy  that  thofe  who  inculcate 
Mortality  of  the  Soul,  open  a  Way  to  the  mofl  per- 

*  See  Di<5t.  Hift.  Crit.  Article,  FomyornttHs.  * 
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feEi  Virtue^  •which  is  that  •which  hath  not  in  View 
any  Recompenfe  or  Chaflifement.  He  alfo  fays,  that 
■thofe  Men  are  brutal,  to  •whom  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul  muft  he  propofed  as  a  Bribe  :  And  that  probably 
there  are  fome  Authors  who  have  taught  that  DoEirine, 
•without  believing  it  themfelves,  and  ufed  that  Stra¬ 
tagem  to  reftrain  the  fenfual  Inclinations  of  brutal 
Minds  All  thofe  Remarks,  adds  Mr,  Bayle, 
do  not  remove  the  Difficulty.  But  here  is  a 
more  reafonable  Thought,  founded  upon  Fads. 
He  lays,  that  a  great  Number  of  wicked  People 
believe  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and  that  many 
Saints  and  juft  Men  do  not  believe  it.  Here  is  the 
whole  PalTage  which  Mr.  Bayle  has  not  tranOa- 
ted.  “  And  it  is  not  generally  true  that  they 
‘‘  are  debauched  People,  who  eftabliffi  the  Mor- 
tality  of  the  Soul ;  neither  is  it  true,  they  are 
all  wife  Men  who  believe  the  Immortality :  For 
it  is  evident  that  abundance  of  ill  Livers  have 
Faith,  but  are  led  aftray  by  their  Paffions ; 
and  on  the  contrary  we  know  for  certain,  that 
a  great  Number  of  wife  and  juft  Men  held 
the  Mortality  of  the  Soul.  Plato  tells  us  in. 
the  firft  Book  of  his  Repuhlick,  that  the  Poet 
Simonides,  an  excellent  and  divine  Man  in  all 
Refpeds,  w'as  of  that  Number.  Homer, 
according  to  Ariftotle's  Obfervation  in  his 
Treatife  upon  the  Soul  Ch.  2.  made  no  Diftin- 
dion  betwixt  Senfe  and  Underftanding :  And 
who  is  ignorant  of  Homer  s  Merit  ?  Hippo^ 
crates  and  Galen,  Perfons  whole  Probity  was 
no  ways  inferior  to  their  Knowledge,  were 
of  the  fame  Opinion.  Alexander  Aphrodifeus, 
the  great  Alfarabus,  Abubacer,  Avempacius, 


*  Thefe  are  Mr.  Bayle* s  Words,  Did.  Hifl:.  6c  Crit.  Art. 
TcmponatiHf. 
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and  among  the  reft  Plinius  and'  Seneca^  and 
many  others,  are  not  far  from  this  Sentiment”. 
Seneca  in  his  54th  Epiftle,  Lib,  VIL  fays  in  plain 
Terms,  that  the  Soul  is  mortal.  And  he  ex- 
prefles  himfelf  yet  clearer  in  his  Epiftle  to  Mar¬ 
cia^  where  he  fpecifies  the  Names  of  a  great 
Number  of  other  learned  Men,  who  believed 
the  fame  t- 

Here  it  appears,  how  Cardan  and  Mr.  Bayle  diO 
not  agree  about  the  influence  of  Atheifm  :  Be- 
(ides,  Pomfonatius  does  not  hold  the  fame  with 
Cardan  concerning  Seneca,  Cardan,  makes  him  a 
Stokk  and  a  good  Orator,  but  not  a  very  honeft 
Man  :  Pomponatius  makes  an  Epicurean  of  him, 
in  point  of  the  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  and  yet 
a  very  good  Man.  However  thofe  three  Au¬ 
thors,  Cardan,  Pofnponatius  and  Bayle,  agree  in 
this  Point  ;  that  Atheifm  does  not  make  Men  worje 
than  they  would  be  otherways.  Now  that  Cardan 
and  Pomponatius  were  profefled  Infidels,  notwith- 
(landing  their  preliminary  Proteftations  in  thofe 
Mr  le  Treatifes,  is  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  Bayle  ; 
has  a  better  ai^d  indeed  natural  Equity  demands  that  we 
Opinion  of  fliould  fufpend  our  Judgment  upon  Circumftan- 
themthan  ces  only,  unlefs  by  manifeft  Prophanations  Au- 
of  vanini,  off  Mask,  as  V  A  N I  N I  and  o- 

thers  have  done.  Vanini  is  not  fo  equitable 
as  Bayle,  towards  the  two  Italians  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned.  Pomponatius  and  Cardan^,  fays  he,  were 
Men  fuU  of  Knowledge  and  Learning,  Lhey  were 
fo  little  diftant  from  my  Sentiments,  that ^  each  of 
them  has  given  us  a  Preatife  on  the  Immortality  of 
the  Soul,  I  own  ingenuoujly,  I  don't  know  as  yet  their 
Sentiments  upon  that  Head  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  exprejfed  themfelves,  for  thofe  two  Books 


f  Tomponat,  De  immortalitate  aaime,  p.  up, 

*  Arophit.  Diflertat.  28. 
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are  not  yet  come  to  my  Handsy  nor  have  they  ap-> 
feared  at  the  Fairs  of  Franckfort,  or  in  the  Shops 
of  our  Lutheran  and  Calvinifl  Bookfellers,  After 
ally  I  do  not  knoWy  if  they  have  not  done  as  Agrip- 
pa,  ’luho  has  compofed  fo  many  Books  about  the  evo^ 
cation  and  conjuration  of  Demons,  although  that 
arch  Knave  *  believed  nothing  of  ity  after  the 
ample  of  all  thofe  Necromancers y  who  impofe  on  the 
Vulgar,  See  the  firft  BQok  De  vanitate  Scien^ 
tiarumy  and  the  beginning  of  every  Volume, 
where  Agrippa  openly  denies  the  Exiftence  of 
Damons. 

Thus  our  Atheift  furniflies  us  defignedly  with 
a  Key  to  his  pernicious  Works.  That  Me¬ 
thod  of  attacking,  when  one  feems  to  defend, 
is  not  new.  Carneades  ufed  it  fometimes  ;  Ci-- 
cero  did  as  much  in  his  philofophical  Books;, 

Agrippa  has  imitated  them;  Cardan  and  Bom-^ 
fonatius  are  come  fince ;  and  our  Vanini  has 
taken  a  model  from  them  in  his  Dilfertations 
and  Dialogues.  By  the  privilege  of  Hiftory, 

I  (hould  name  here  him,  who  with  a  greater 
Talent  and  more  light  than  thofe  Italians y  has 
built  upon  all  the  others ;  but  as  he  is  one  of 
your  Heroes,  and  the  Opinions  of  Men  are 
divided  into  the  different  Views  they  have  af- 
figned  him;  you  would  perhaps  never  forgive 
me,  if  I  put  his  Name  in  the  Lift  with  Gir- 
dany  PomponatiuSy  &c. 

IX.  Vanini  having  finifti’d  his  Studies,  re-  Vanini  un« 
turned  into  his  native  Country,  to  7au- 
rofanoy  probably  to  regulate  his  Affairs,  and  ^  ^ 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  fituation  of  commencing 
his  Miffion.  To  that  end,  after  he  had  done 


*  See  Bayle's  Dift.  Hift.  Grit.  Article  Agrippa  Melanch- 
ton  in  his  Letter  to  Count  d'Erhach  calls  him  Sorcerer.  Ep. 
lin.  8.  0,11. 
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his  Bufinefs,  he  returned  to  Naples^  and  'twas 
there,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  he  formed  the  ftrange 
Defign  of  going  with  thirteen  of  his  Compa¬ 
nions  to  fpread  in  the  World  his  Atheifm. 
Some  pretend  even,  he  own’d  this  at  Lhou- 
loufe  before  the  Parliament.  P.  Marfeme  re¬ 
lates  it  in  his  Commentary  upon  Genefis^  where 
he  refutes  Vanini\  Impieties,  Before  he  was 
executed  at  Lhouloufe,  he  confeffed  before 
‘‘  the  whole  Affembly  of  the  Parliament,  that 
at  Naples^  he  and  thirteen  others,  had  re- 
lolved  to  go  through  the  whole  World,  to 
fow'  the  Do&ine  of  Atheifm,  and  that 
France^  had  fell  to  his  Lot.  An  impious 
Apoillefhip,  adds  Marfenne,  which  he  exe- 
ciited  but  too  well  at  Paris  and  in  other 
Places.  * 

I  quote  this  Circumftance,  becaufe  it  comes 
from  a  grave  Author;  but  I  do  not  think  it 
probable  for  two  Reafons.  Firft,  fuppofing 
the  Fad  to  be  ^rue,  that  Vanini^  to  turn  the 
Gofpel  into  ridicule,  had  atfeded  an  Apoftle- 
fhip  of  that  Nature,  I  cannot  think  he  would 
have  own’d  it  in  an  abfolute  Court  of  Juftice, 
which  could  aggravate  his  Punifhment ;  unlefs 
one  fuppofes,  it  was  but  a  few  Minutes  before 
Execution,  when  he  faw  there  was  no  hopes 
left  for  him.  But  Father  Marfenne  adds,  he 
made  that  Confeflion  publlckly  before  all  the 
Judges.  Was  all  the  Parliament  in  a  Body  to 
accompany  him  to  the  place  of  Execution  ?  That 
is  not  likely  at  all.  The  other  Reafon  is, 
that  Gramond^  who  was  upon  the  Place,  and 
beiides,  firft  Prefident  of  the  Parliament,  fays 
nothing  of  it*,  neverthelefs,  the  thing  was  re- 


^  Mdrfen?ie.  Coir.meat.  in  Genef.  p.  67  f,  672. 
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markable  enough  to  be  remembered,  and  of 
too  great  Importance  to  be  forgot,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  that  impious  Man,  and  of  vvhofe 
Death  he  relates  the  moft  minute  Circumftan- 
ces.  If  this  negative  Argument  doth  not  per- 
fuade  all  the  Readers,  we  muft  own  at  leafh 
that  as  Vanini  gave  a  full  Account  of  himfelf, 
before  he  died,  Gramond  was  in  the  wrong  to 
fupprefs  this  particular. 

However  it  be,  the  DlUribution  of  thefe  new 
Apoftles  being  fettled,  and  France  being  appoint¬ 
ed  to  our  Vanini^  he  from  that  time  quitted 
the  name  of  Lucilio^  and  affumed  that  of  Julius 
Cafar.  He  thought  perhaps,  to  make  as  confi- 
derable  fpiritual  Conquefts  among  the  Gauls^ 
as  Julius  Cafar  had  made  temporal  ones.  But 
he  was  difappointed  ;  for  he  did  not  return  to 
Naples  with  his  Friends  in  Triumph,  nor  did 
he  die  fo  nobly  as  the  Roman  Didator. 

X.  Here  we  (hall  follow  him  in  all 
Courfes,  according  to  the  Method  traced  byyQygggg^* 
Ts/ix.  Schramm.  You’ll  fee  the  Marches  and 
Countermarches  of  our  turbulent  Apoftle.  He 
crolfed  firft  through  a  part  of  Germany,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  Bohemia,  where  he  had  fome 
difcourfe  with  a  Memmnite,  and  maintained 
obftinately,  that  the  Chrihians  difputed  among  objeaion 
themfelves  about  Trifles,  and  that  all  thofe  whoag-^infl: 
received  the  Creed  of  the  Apoflles  with  thofe, 
of  Nice,  of  Conflantimple  and  St.  Athanafius, 
had  no  reafon  to  excommunicate  and  con¬ 
demn  each  other.  Our  Italian  beinp  fatisfied 
to  have  railed  at  the  Chriftians  about  their 
Doctrine  and  Schifms,  makes  an  Anabaptift  an- 
fwer  coolely  according  to  his  Cuflom,  that 
the  Roman  Catholich  *  differ  as  much  from  the 
Hereticks,  as  Truth  from  Falfiood. 


*  Dial.p.  34.9, 
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Having  travelled  all  over  Germany,  he  had 
a  mind  to  fee  the  Lovj-Countries^  and  he  flopped 
at  Amfterdam,  where  he  had  fev^eral  Difputes 
with  an  Atheift,  whofe  Impieties  he  obferves. 
But  they  are  rather,  as  1  think,  his  own 
Thoughts,  which  he  only  puts  into  the  Mouth 
of  another,  to  have  the  malicious  Pleafure  of  re¬ 
futing  them  ill ;  as  we  fhall  fee  by  what  follows. 

When  he  had  feen  all  Holland^  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Cities  of  Brabant y  which  he  accufesof  be¬ 
ing  full  of  Infidels,  he  came  to  Geneva^  ujhere  he 
he  had  alfo,  fays  he,  a  long  Difpute  vjith  a  Dutch 
Atheijty  'vohofe  Blafphemies  and  Filthy  he  confuted 
•with  a  great  deal  of  Force  and  Courage^  even  to  the 
hazard  of  his  Life  As  if  there  were  any 
danger  in  a  Proteftant  City,  to  launch  out 
vigoroufly  againfl  Libertines,  for  one  who  is 
a  Papift?  That  may  do  well  enough  in  Italy 
or  SpaiUy  or  among  fome  of  the  Peafants, 
to  whom  Geneva  is  reprefented  as  a  fafe 
Retreat  of  ^ews  and  Atheifls.  But  fuch  is 
the  Charader  of  Vanini :  You  muft  not  rely 
too  much  upon  what  he  fays,  for  according  to 
Boileaus  Epigram,  f  Words  are  frivolouiy  and 
his  Difcourfes  no  Articles  of  Faith. 

XL  Since  we  mention  Geneva^  you  cannot 
imagine,  Sir,  how  much  the  Southern  Nations 
are  prejudiced  againft  that  City.  I  remember, 
that  being  lodgd  in  Spain,  at  a  Prieft^s  Houfe, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Valencia,  the  Governour  of 
the  City,  where  I  then  was,  being  fick,  fenc 
to  all  the  Houfes  in  the  Town  to  get  fome 
Fowls  for  his  Money.  They  refufcd  him  very 
rudely.  He  being  piqued  at  this  Refufal,  which 


^  Dial.  p.  528. 

+  Bone  an  Epigr.  centre  un  Athee.  Oeuvr.  de  Boilean 
Tom.  I. 
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was  at  an  unfeafonable  Time,  becaufe  the  City,' 
which  had  furrenderM  itfelf,  had  been  rebel¬ 
lious  to  Philip  V,  he  reveng’d  himfelf  with  a 
great  deal  of  Mildnefs :  He  commanded  a  Ser¬ 
geant  and  two  Soldiers,  to  go  into  all  the  Court¬ 
yards,  and  to  take  by  force,  and  without  pay¬ 
ing,  wdiat  had  been  refufed  him  for  a  juft  Price.' 

The  Sergeant  and  Soldiers,  began  with  the 
Priefts,  as  being  beft  ftock’d,  and  came  to  our 
Houfe.  My  Landlord,  a  venerable  old  Man, 
but  very  brisk,  contefted  fome  time,  but  fub- 
niitted  at  laft,  being  overcome  by  his  Nephew’s 
and  Houfe-keeper’s  Intreaties ;  but  not  without 
a  great  deal  of  Paftion.  In  ftiort,  he  could  not 
contain  himfelf  any  longer,  when  he  faw  that 
the  Soldiers,  (hewing  him  his  Fowls,  laugh’d  in 
his  Face.  Is  thaty  fays  he,  the  Law  of  God  ?  It 
is  the  Devils  Law  !  In  Geneva  itfelf  there  is  no¬ 
thing  done  like  it.  ‘  Eflb  es  Ley  de  Dios  ?  Es  Ley 
de  todos  los  Diablos !  In  Genievra  no  fe  haze 
tal  Cofai 

XII.  Vanini  finding  himfelf  no  longer  fecure  vamnt*s 
at  Geneva,  becaufe  he  perhaps  afted  there  the 
Libertine,  went  to  Lyons,  and  took  upon  him 
alfo  to  hold  forth  there  under  Pretext  of  teach- for  Mat¬ 
ing  Philofophy.  But  they  difeovered  the  Ve-tyrdom. 
nom,  and  he  was  obliged  to  flee,  to  efcape  be¬ 
ing  burnt.  The  Plan  of  his  Apoftleftiip  was 
thus  often  interrupted.  He  came  to  England^ 
and  made  Acquaintance  at  London,  with  one 
Moravi,  Chaplain  to  the  Envoy  of  Venice,  and 
‘  by  his  Afliduity  to  the  Catholick  Faith,  he  drew 
vpon  him,  fays  he,  the  Perfecution  of  the  Prote- 
ftants.  He  was  put  in  Prifon,  where  he  reinained 
forty  nine  Days,  well  prepared  to  receive  the  Crown 
of  Martyrdom,  which  he  wifoed  for,  fays  he,  with 
all  the  Ardour  imaginable.  This  happened  in 

idi4, 
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1 514,  and  is  the  fecond  Date  we  have  found  in 
his  Life,  f 

He  is  fuf-  XIII.  But  fuch  a  Martyrdom  did  not  agree' 
pefted  in  vvith  an  Atheift.  They  let  him  out  of  Prifon, 
he  crofs^d  the  Sea,  and  took  the  Road  for  Italy  • 
%lnre  again.  Another  Difappointment  in  his  Views.* * 
again.  Genoa  feem’d  very  proper  for  him  to  raife  him- 
felf  Difciples,  He  therefore  undertook  to 
teach  Youth,  receiving  Scholars  of  all  Degrees  r 
Unhappily  for  him  they  had  no  great  regard 
there  for  Averroes.  They  look’d  upon  him  as 
an  Arabian  Philofopher,  *  a  profefs’d  Enemy  of 
the  Immortality  of  the  Soul ;  he  wrote  againft 
the  Chriflian  Religion,  which  he  look’d  upon  as 
falfe^  by  reafon  of  the  pretended  Myftery  of 
the  Eucharift ;  the  Jeivifi}  he  called  childilb, 
for  the  many  Rites  and  Ceremonies;  And  laftly, 
the  Mahometan,  he  ftiles  a  hoggifh  Religion^ 
becaufe  of  the  carnal  Enjoyment  which  it  per¬ 
mits  and  authorizes.  Our  Vanini  neverthelefs, 
ivas  a  perfe6l  Averroift,  as  we  have  obferv’d 
already.  Fie  commenced  his  iirft  Ledtures 
with  the  Principles  of  that  Philofopher;  an 
unhappy  Obftinacy,  which  accompany’d  him 
every  where,  and  always  drew  upon  him  the 
fame  Sufpicion  and  Danger !  Some  complained 
of  it,  he  was  afraid,  and  returned  to  Lyons, 
where  he  endeavoured  to  skreen  himfeif  from 
the  Perfecution  of  the  Clergy,  by  a  Book 
againft  Cardan,  and  other  Atheifts,  wherein,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  combating  them  with  all  his 
Might,  he  gives  ’em,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
Vidory,  by  the  weaknels  of  his  Anfwers.  We 


f-  Amphit.  p.  1 18.  Such  is  the  Hypocrijy  rohich  reigns  from 
one  End  to  the  other  of  his  A7nph:thea.tre. 

*  See  Bajde's  and  Moreri's  DiSUonaries.  Article  Averroes, 
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lhall  fpeak  prefently  of  iTis  Amphitheatrey  when 
we  have  conduced  our  Atheift  to  the  End  of 
his  Courfe. 

XIV.  But  not  trufting  too  much  to  his  Books,  Heismade 
in  which  the  Venom  is  wrapM  up  fo  carelefsly,  J ^ 
that  it  could  not  efcape  the  Obfervation  ofofthcCon- 
Mcn  of  Underftanding,  he  went  to  Italy  again,  vent  for 
where  having  been  accufed  of  reafluming 
former  Impieties,  he  return^  into  France ^  and  crime, 
took  Orders  upon  him  in  Guienne^  but  it  is  not 
known  in  what  Convent.  The  Patiniana  tells 
us  this  Particularity  f.  F«  Merfenney  who  con¬ 
firms  it,  adds  another,  which,  if  it  is  true,  is 
a  great* *Reproach  to  the  Life  of  our  Atheift,  wz.. 

That  he  was  turned  out  of  the  Convent  for  his 
diforderly  Behaviour ;  and  among  the  reft,  for 
.a  Crime  defending  of  Fire  and  Faggot,  which 
good  Manners  forbid  to  name,  and  the  Minime 
dares  not  to  exprefs  himfclf  but  in  Greek,  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  tranflate  the  whole  Paflsge.  In 
‘‘  that  manner,  fays  the  Fryer,  fpeaking  agr,*inft 
‘‘  Infidels,  ^is  one  hears  Atheifts  talk ;  We  are 
honeft  Men,  we  do  nothing  againft  our  Confei-- 
encCy  we  would  rather  die  than  forfwear  our 
felveSy  or  wrong  any  body.  But  with  their  leave, 
they  don’t  fay  true.  There  is  not  a  worfe 
Man  than  an  Atheift :  And  I  prove  it  even  by 
‘‘  the  Example  of  Vaniniy  the  Cafar  of  the  In- 
fidels,  who  having  taken  upon  him  the  Ha^ 

‘‘  hity  and  not  being  willing  to  difhonour  him- 
“  felf  by  the  Love  of  Women,  thought  to  put 
“  himfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  Infamy,  by  giv- 
ing  into  the  Excefs  which  is  attributed  to  his 
“  Country  ;  which  being  known  in  the  Convent 
where  he  was,  they  turn’d  him  out  as  a  vile 
**  Monfter 

f  Patiniana.  p.  119. 

*  Merfen,  Comment,  in  Genes,  p.  671. 
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XV.  Being  banifii’d  from  the  Convent  he 
tired  to  Paris :  And  as  he  always  perfifted  in  his 
Views,  he  negleded  no  Opportunity  to  infinuate 
his  Parodoxes.  He  endeavoured  to  introduce 
himfelf  to  the  Pope’s  Nuncio,  which  was  at: 
that  time  Roberto  UbalcJiniy  Bifliop  of  Politio, 
Tl'o  make  his  Court  to  him,  and  all  the  Clergy 
in  general,  he  undertook  to  write  An  Apology  of 
i he  Council  of  Trent:  The  Nuncio  gave  him 
the  Liberty  of  his  Library,  and  free  Power  to 
<tonfult  what  Books  he  thought  proper.  This 
Circumftance  he  tells  us  himfelf  in  his  Works, 
that  you  may  not  be  Giock’d  to  fee  fo  many 
antient  and  modern  Atheifts  alledged  and  refu¬ 
ted  there  ;  a  Liberty  which,  every  one  knows,  is 
not  allowed  to  Priefts.  Patin  tells  us,  that  he 
flffecled  to  be  Learned,  but  was  not :  But  he 
fpeaks  only  from  Tradition.  F.  Merfenne,  who 
was  better  informed  about  it,  tells  us,  in  the 
Place  of  his  Commentary,  quoted  above  *,  that 
he  .did  not  acquit  himfelf  ill  of  the  Funclions 
of  his  impious  Apofllefiip.  He  perverted  a 
great  many  young  People,  he  gained  fome  Phy- 
iicians,  and  had  accefs  to  the  MarJIjall  de  Ba[- 
fornpierre^  who  was  not  orhenvife  overburthen’d 
with  Religion.  I  don’t  doubt  but  he  was,  at 
that  time,  known  to  F.  Garajfe^  a  Jefuit,  who 
Files  him  the  Grand  Patriarch  of  Atheifts^  and 
relates  fome  of  his  Converfations  in  his  DoElrine 
curieufe.  You  may  judge,  Sir,  of  our  VaninPs 
Converfations,  and  of  his  Policy,  by  the  Sam¬ 
ple  Garajfe  gives  us  of  it,  and  which  I  (hall 
relate  in  his  own  Words,  becaufe  I  know 
you  love  the  old  Stile,  and  that  you  find  in  it 
feme  Graces,  and  a  keenefs  which  is  wanting  in 


"'Seeabove.  p.  9, 
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ours.  “  As  to  Men  (  Vanini  fpeaks)  they  (hould 
as  the  Rangers,  or  Keepers  do  yearly  in 
great  Forefts  ,•  they  go  ro  examine,  and  to 
“  find  out  the  withered  Trees,  and  to  clear 
“  the  Foreft,  cut  down  what  is  ufelefs,  and 
“  fuperfluous  or  hurtful  \  keeping  only  the  good 
Trees,  and  the  young  Branches  of  Hope* 

In  like  manner,  faid  that  wicked  Atheifi, 
every  Year  (hould  be  held  a  rigorous  Vifica- 
tion,  of  all  the  Inhabitants,  in  the  great  and 
populous  Cities ;  and  every  thing  ufelefs, 
and  what  hinders  the  reft  from  living  (hould 
“  be  put  to  Death,  As  for  Example,  thofe 
that  follow  no  Bufinefs  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
**  lick,  decrepid  old  Perfons,  all  Vagabonds 
and  idle  People :  Nature  Ihould  be  ioppMi 
the  Cities  clear’d,  and  every  Year  at  leaft  a 
Million  (hould  be  killed  ,•  who  are  like  wild 
Brambles,  or  Nettles,  and  hinder  others 
from  growing  *  Thofe  are  the  Fruits  of 
Cardans  and  Avsvroes^s  School. 

XVI.  He  had  his  Dialogue  about  Nature^^ 
printed  in  i6i6^  which  he  dedicated  to 
Alarjhall  de  Bajfompierre^  whefe  Almoner  he  was, 
fays  M.  Putin,  with  a  Salary  of  200  Crowns  a 
Year ;  t  but  probably  he  had  this  Place  not  till 
after  this  Dedication.  For  all  that  he  was  not 
contented  with  this  Place,  which  obliged  him 
to  be  regular* ;  he  loved  better  to  ramble  about, 
and  to  make  Converts ;  and  in  this  manner  he 
loft  himfelf. 

XVII.  His  Books  were  every  Day  more  The  Book 
known,  and  more  fufpeded.  Hi\s  Amphitheatre 

had  begun  to  draw  in  fome  Minds,  by  the 
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+  In  the  ColIedtioD  oi  M.  PatsVs  MSS.  quoted  in  Apologia 
pro  Julio  Csfare  Vanini.  The  Apologifl  ridicules  the  MS. 
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new  Ideas  and  Paradoxes,  which  he  fubftituted 
to  the  antient  Tenets  of  common  and  fchola- 
ftick  Divinity.  But  his  Dialogues,  much  more 
impious,  had  defamed  him  to  fuch  a  degree 
among  the  Roman  Clergy,  (a  Body  of  Men,  na¬ 
turally  very  jealous  and  miftruftful  ;  and  ftill 
much  more  fo  in  proportion  to  their  Ignorance,  ^ 
and  the  Charader  of  the  Errors  whofe  Conta¬ 
gion  they  dread)  fo  that  they  waited  but  for  a 
plaufible  Opportunity  to  accufe  and  cut  him  off. 
They  cou’d  not  condemn  him  upon  his  Books ; 
for  they  were  printed  with  Authority,  approved 
by  fome  DoStorSy  and  he  himfelf  fubmitted  all 
his  Writings  to  the  Authority  of  the  Holy  Sec  f ; 
an  excellent  way  to  get  clear  of  Embroils,  by 
means  of  Recantation  !  However  it  be,  the  Ve¬ 
nom  was  perceivable.  Religion  was  there  with 
Neck’and  Heels  tied  together,  delivered  up  to  the 
The  SoT’  Hands  of  the  Profane  and  Atheifts.  The  Sorhotme^ 
demL^hTs^^  which  two  Dodors  had  approved  his  ftrange 
Books  to  Diakguesy  recalled  that  Book  to  a  new  Exami- 
be  burnt,  nation,  and  condemn’d  it  to  be  burnt  by  the 
Common  Hangman.  Rofet  I  think  is  the  only 
one  who  tells  us  this  Circumftance, *  **  but  it  is 
too  probable  to  be  omitted.  We  are  told  of 
another  in  the  Patiniana  which  is,  that 
ntni  feeing  himfelf  forfaken  by  all  the  World, 


*  This  Word  is  only  applied  to  the  Times  when  Ignorance 
reigned. 

f  This  he  doth  in  the  Amphitheatre,  at  the  End  of  the  firft 
Diilertation,  and  in  the  laft  of  his  Dialogues,  p.  49y. 

In  his  tragical  Hiftory,  where  he  adds  alfo  this;  he 
caufed  to  revive  the  wicked  and  abominable  Book,  called  The 
Three  Impofiors,  which  is  printed  publickiy,  and  to  the  great 
Scandal  of  the  Chriftians.  He  compofed  a  Book  about  natural 
Caufes,  and  dedicated  itto  M.  BaJJompierte.  He  aferibed  to  Na¬ 
ture,  what  belong’d  properly  to  the  Creator  of  the  Univerfc, 
The  Sorborme  condemn’d  this  Book  to  the  Flames. 

hated 
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hated  by  the  People,  fliunned  by  honeft  MenjI 
perfecuted  by  the  Clergy,  and  what  touched 
him  neareft  of  all,  under  a  continual  Poverty  ; 
he  launched  out  into  the  firft  Adion  of  Defpair, 
which  couM  not  but  prove  fatal  to  him.  He 
wrote  to  the  Pope,  that  if  they  did  not  foon  give 
him  fome  Benefice^  he  was  going  to  turn  the  whole 
Chriftian  Religion  to^y-turvy^  in  three  months  time. 

Patin^  who  is  made  to  fay  this,  adds,  that  he 
knew  a  Man  of  Honour^  who  had  feen  that  Let» 
tety  in  which  were  many  other  Ahfurdities,  and 
even  very  f/mking  ifhings,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
that  Vanini  had  couched  this  Letter  upon  Pa¬ 
per,  to  difperfe  his  Spleen,  and  to  divert  him- 
lelf  about  it  with  his  Friends,  but  there  is  no 
likelihood  of  his  having  fent  it  to  Rome,  Princes 
have  long  Arms,  and  the  Popes  yet  longer 
than  other  Princes.  Vanini  was  not  yet  fo  dif- 
ordered  in  his  Mind,  as  to  infult  in  fo  da¬ 
ring  a  manner,  the  Lieutenant  of  God  upon 
Earth ;  he  had  too  much  refped  and  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  Church.  /  would  rather^  fays  he, 
fome  where  draw  upon  me  the  anger  of  Horace, 
than  that  of  our  Inquifims,  whom  1  refpeB  and 
Venerate  as  the  Guardians  of  the  Lord^s  Vineyard, 

XVIII.  This  is  certain,  that  he  left  PayisUekhT^* 
in  i6iyy  and  returned  to  louloufe.  He  did'*'^ 
there  what  he  had  done  every  where  elfe,  with- 
out  change  of  Method  or  Principles,  He  pro- 
fefled  there  Phyfick^  Philofophy  and  Divinity , 
and  took  Scholars  of  all  Sorts.  Gramond  {eiySy 
he  kept  in  clofe  Quarters  for  fome  time. 

He  had  Art  enough  to  introduce  himfelf  to 
the  firft  Prefident,  who  charged  him  to  inftrud 
his  Children  :  In  which  he  fucceeded  too 
well  to  his  Misfortune ;  for  if  we  may  be- 


♦  Amphit.  p.  109. 
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lieve  thofe  who  told  it  to  M.  Leibnitz,  *,  the’ 
The  Caufe  Attorney  General  animated  the  People  againft 
ofbis  death  this  miferable  Wretch,  and  profecuted  him 
according  utmoft  Rigour,  on  purpofe  to  vex 

ioLet  Prefident,  who  began  to  love  him. 

XIX.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  Impru¬ 
dence  in  Vanints  Condud.  At  the  time  when 
he  is  lifted  up  from  the  Dirt  and  the  Oppreflion 
of  the  Clergy,  and  that  he  fees  himfelf  upon 
the  brink  of  Preferment,  he  endeavours  fe- 
cretly  to  teach  and  infinuate  Atheifm.  He 
inftruded  the  Children  in  the  fear  of  God^ 
and  thofe  who  were  Men  grown,  in  Irreligion* 
Thofe  are  commonly  the  Marches  and  Coun¬ 
termarches  of  wicked  Spirits,  and  one  ^of 
thofe  Contradidions,  which  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  comprehend,  and  even  believe,  if  we 
did  not  know,  that  there  are  Hill  extant  fach 
profefs’d  Infidels,  who  after  they  have  inftruc- 
ted  their  Children  in  the  principles  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  to  bring  them  up  to  Virtue  and  Mo- 
defty,  go  afterwards  with  their  Friends  to  the 
Tavern,  and  ridicule  the  fame  religious  Precepts, 
which  they  have  taught  their  Family. 

XX.  Grammond,  who  was  fince  firft  Prefi- 
■Gramond  dent  at  Touloufe^  reports  in  his  Hiftory,  that 

Infidel  did  not  ceafe  venting  his  Dodrine, 
timony.  and  to  fpread  abroad  his  Impieties.  But  he 
did  yet  more,  fays  Borrichius  in  the  Journal  of 
his  Travels  f*  'vas  told  at  Toloufe  that 
Vanint  had  been  burnt,  becaufe  he  had  efta- 
blilhed  there,  fome  fmall  AlTemblies,  about  ten 
of  the  Clock  in  the  Evening,  frequented  by 
fome  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  City,  to  whom  he 


*  Eflays  of  Theadiceet  towards  the  End.  See  the  Index  at 
the  Word  Vunini. 

Apolog,  pro  Vaniw,  p.  JS)*. 
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delivered  his  libertine  Principles.  ’Tis  likely 
Borrichm  means  young  Men,  for  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  Fathers  of  Families  went  there. 

They  would  not  have  fuffered,  in  their  City, 
fuch  a  dangerous  Perfon,  although  they  had 
been  of  his  Opinion  themfelves,  Mr.  Bayle^  who 
was  fo  curiouSj,  and  had  lived  at  Touloufe  eighteen 
Months,  tells  us  nothing  of  thefe  Circumftan- 
ces  of  Vmims  Life,  it  feems  rather  he  did 
not  know  them,  or  doubted  of  thofe  he  found 
in  Bmichiuss  Writings.  Perhaps  we  may  learn 
fomething  about  it  in  his  Supplement,  which  is 
now  in  Hand  j  for  I  have  been  affured  there  is  an 
Article  about  Vanini  in  it.  If  the  Gentlemen 
of  Touloufe,  who  in  the  Records  of  their  Par¬ 
liament,  poflefs  all  the  Memoirs  of  this  Pro¬ 
cess,  unlefs  they  burnt  ’em  with  the  Criminal, 
would  favour  the  Publick  with  ’em,  they  might 
do  it  very  eafily,  by  fending  a  Copy  thereof 
to  fome  noted  Man,  whom  the  love  for  Sciences 
and  Literature,  renders  every  Day  dearer  to 
the  learned,  I  mean,  the  Abbe  Bignon,  who 
would  not  fail  to  impart  it  to  the  Publick,  in 
that  valuable  Journal,  which  is  formed  under 
his  Diredion  :  By  that  means  we  might  be  af- 
fured  of  Fads,  which  we  cannot  now  be  poh- 
tive  in.  I  know  very  well  that  we  have  Gra^ 
mond,  who  was  upon  the  Place,  and  that  he  is 
particular  as  to  the  chief  Circumftances ;  but 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  the 
report  of  an  Hiftorian,  who  is  very  bigotted 
and  the  authentick  Pieces  of  a  Court  of 
Judicature.  Mean  while,  until  thofe  Gentle¬ 
men  fatisfy  us,  or  fome  other  curious  Perfon 
of  Touloufe^  doth  acquaint  us  with  fome  more 
confiderable  Particularities,  (as  it  is  eafy  yet 

*  See  ratm‘s  Letters.  Letter  ^i. 
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to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  them)  you  muft 
content  yourfelf.  Sir,  with  thofe  I  have  col^ 
lefted.  But  before  we  come  to  the  Death  of 
our  Infidel,  I  (hall  give  you  an  Account  of 
the  Impieties  which  fo  vifibly  brought  it  upon 
him :  And  that  I  can  do  no  better  than  by 
an  Abftrad  of  his  Works,  fince  it  is  always 
true^  that  Authors  draw  their  Pourtraits  m 
their  Books,  without  thinking  on  it. 

XXL  There  is  room  to  believe  that  all  his 
Works  have  not  been  publilhed.  He  tells  us 
himfelf,  that  his  firft  Eflays  did  not  pleafe  him 
afterwards.  They  are  Commentaries  upon  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy  t)  where  he  refuted  Cardan 
ill  many  Places.  You  may  judge  of  their  Me¬ 
rit,  from  this  Paradox  which  he  taught  there, 
viz.  that  the  Tafie  is  not  one  of  the  five  Senfes, 
He  compofed  afterwards  Commentaries  upon 
Phyfick,  CommentaYii  Medici^  which  he  efteem- 
ed  but  little,  as  being  made  in  hafte.  He 
treated  there  of  the  Diftempers  of  the  Eyes 
and  their  Remedies  ^  &c. 

Afterwards  he  worked  upon  Morality-,  and 
wrote  a  Treatife  about  true  Wifdom,  De  vera 
Sapiencia  §,  Garajfe  had  read  that  Book  as  it 
appears  from  his  DoBrine  Curieufe.  The  choice 


•f-  See  Schramm  De  Vita  8c  Scriptis  Vanini,  p.  8o. 

*  See  the  fame.  Ibid,  and  Vanim^s  Dialog,  p.  88  and  s66* * 
§  See  the  fame.  Ibid,  and  Vanmi’s  Dialog,  p.  ayy. 

*  I  quote  this  Facfi:  upon  the  good  faith  of  Vmtni‘%  Apolo- 

Apologia  pro  Vanino,  p.  6.  I  have  confulted  Garajfo 
lince,  who  fays,  he  has  read  that  Book,  p.  loiy.  DoBrino 
Curkufe.  I  have  f^n,  fays  he,  but  three  of  Vanim’s  Books, 
viz.  his  Amphitheatrum,  that  De  fapientia,  and  his  Dialogues, 
In  his  Amphitheatre  he  fpcaks  like  an  Hypocrite ;  in  his  Book 
de  Sapientia  like  a  Cynick,  and  in  his  Dialogues  like  a  com- 
pleat  Athcifl. 
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of  fuch  a  Subjeft  may  feem  perhaps  ftrange  in 
J/anini^s  Hands ;  but  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
the  greateft  Fools  to  write  about  true  Wif- 
dom.  Garajfe  fays,  that  Book  is  writ,  as  if  it 
were  done  by  a  Heathen  or  Cynick  Philofofher, 
Natural  Magick  was  not  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  Enquiries.  He  compofed  a  "Treatife^  enti- 
tuled  ;  Phyjico-magicus  traEiatus  where  among 
other  Paradoxes,  he  maintained  that  Baftards 
have  more  Senfe,  more  Beauty,  and  more 
Strength  than  legitimate  Children.  He  wasfo 
polfeffed  of  that  Prejudice,  that  he  repeats  it  in 
his  Dialogues^  and  makes  no  fcruple  to  wifli 
himfelf  a  Baftard,  whofe  turpitude  is  fo  amply 
recompenced  by  the  Advantages  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Effeds.  Why  do  you  fmile  ?  fays  A- 
‘‘  lexandcTy  becaufe  I  thought  fays  Julius^  on  a 
pleafant  Speculation  I  had* *  juft  now.  Pray, 
anfwers  Alexander,  impart  it  to  me,  if  it  was 
but  for  to  laugh.  Julius  Cafar  anfwers  t. 
Would  to  God,  I  had  been  born  from  the 
left  fide,  and  out  of  Wedlock !  My  Parents 
**  would  have  worked  to  frame  me  with  fo 

much  Vigour - that  I  ftiould  have  had 

an  extraordinary  Beauty,  a  robuft  Body  and 
**  a  clear  Head:  But  becaufe  lam  a  legiti- 
mate  Child,  I  want  all  thofe  Advantages. 
My  Father  was  bent  under  the  burden  of 
Years  when  he  married,  and  all  his  Vigour 
**  of  Youth  was  cooled.  His  Strength  was 
flackned,  his  Spirits  very  weak,  and  his  na- 
tural  Faculties  very  much  impaired;  he  ivas 
feventy  Years  old,  that  is  all  you  can  fay, 
‘‘  and  confequently  — —  from  thence  it  is  I 
have  obtained  a  feeble  Complexion.  And 

.  ,1  .  — M— p.11^  II  III-  M.l.  ■  l.pll  I  Ilip.gillWywilMI.IH^II 

*  Dial.  p.  2yz. 

+  Dial,  p.  321.  221. 
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if  you  fee  me  of  an  afpiring  Genius,  a 
gentle  Deportment,  and  a  Body  fubjed  to 
Infirmities,  ’tis  becaufe  my  Father,  although 
old,  was  agreeable,  of  an  eafy  Temper,  and 
that  a  young  Woman  (Philosophers  laugh  at 
thofe  Chriftian  Marriages)  took  care  to 
warm  him  again.  Moreover,  he  waited  for 
that  fine  Seafon,  when  Nature  is  renewed, 
and  by  the  help  of  Bacchus  he  found  himfelf 

ygj- - Alexander,  By  all  that  is  good, 

thofe  are  not  the  Speculations  of  a  drunken 
Man !  Thofe  are  Meditations  of  a  Man 
profoundly  Wife. 

Begging  Pardon  of  the  Puhlick  for  the  Liberty 
1  have  taken  in  tranflating  this  Pajfage^  as  mo^ 
deftly  as  pojfthle,  I  pYOteft  my  only  Vieve  in  fo 
doing  ivaSy  to  make  Vanini’j-  CharaEier  the  better 
known. 

This  ambitions  Man  ventured  alfo  upon  a 
Treatife,  that  Glory  ought  to  be  held  in  Con- 
tempr,  De  contemnenda  Gloria^  where  he  pro- 
pofed  to  I'efute  all  the  Atheifis  of  his  Time, 
who  accufed  our  Saviour  of  having  aimed  at 
Glorv,  even  to  his  Death  :  As  if  there  were 
great  need  to  overthrow  this  Illufion  for  thofe 
who  read  the  Gofpcl,  and  know  that  jefus 
Cbrijl  always  appealed  to  his  Refurred:! on, 
which  if  it  had  not  happened,  would  not  have 
failed  fiaiiiing  his  Name  with  perpetual  Con¬ 
te  mpr. 

Bat  this  Arheifiical  Objection  pleafed  Va- 
niui  enough  to  repeat  it  often,  and  to  form 
his  own  from  ir,  as  ive  flaali  fee  in  the  following. 

k  is  probably  that  with  the  fame  impious 
View  I'ic  compofed  an  Apology  for  Religion  ; 
which  he  enii ruled,  Defence  of  theLawofMo- 
fes  and  that  of  Chriil  againft  the  PhyftclanSy  Aftvo^ 

ncin^rs 
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nomers  and  Politicians  He  there  refuted  the 
Atheifts  of  his  Times,  who  adv^anced  that  Mo- 
fes  made  the  Children  of  Ifrael  pafs  through  the 
red  Sea  at  the  time  of  reflux  or  low  Water: 

He  alfo  treated  there  at  large  upon  the  Te-* * 
nets  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  on  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  which  Car¬ 
dan  and  Pomponatius  had  attack’d,  and  he  made 
it  appear  after  his  manner,  that  the  Opinion  of 
the  latter  is  of  dangerous  Confequence.  All 
this  without  doubt  to  have  an  Opportunity 
of  faying  againffc  the  Chriftian  Religion,  what 
he  pleafed.  ’Tis  certain  he  had  a  good  Opi-  ubriAftro-i 
nion  of  Aftrology,  and  that  confequently  heno^ci. 
was'  fomething  of  an  Aftronomer.  He  cook 
upon  him  to  publifii  A  Ireatife  of  Aflromm)\ 
which  was  printed  in  Germany,  Alexander  his 
admirer  acquaints  us  with  that  particularity  iri 
his  Dialogues.  I  have  read,  fays  he  f, 

Eafter  Holy-Days^  your  Booh  of  Aflronomy^  printed 
.  at  Strasbourg,  veith  a  njery  fine  Letter :  Ton  teach 
there  fume  things  concerning  the  Stars^  vehich  feem 
to  me  admirable  and  divine.  This  Book  muft  be 
very  fcarce,  flnee  M.  de  La  Croz^e,  whom  every 
body  knows  to  be  well  verfed  in  the  Fliftory  of 
Literature,  without  mentioning  here  his  ocher 
Accomplilhments,  for  all  the  Enquiry  he  made 
could  not  light  on  it :  He  not  only  did  not 
find  the  Book,  but  alfo  owns,  that  he  no  cvhere 
has  feen  mention  made  of  it 

To  appeafe  the  Clergy,  compofed  alfo  Apologra 

An  Apology  for  the  Council  of  Trent,  divided 
eighteen  Books,  and  directed  againft  the 
teftants  f.  Mr.  Schramm  thinks  he  was  not 

Amphitheatr.  p.  38. 
f  Dial.  p.  31!. 

*  Entretien  fur  d'v,fnj.  (fj-c.  p.  3/3. 

+  See  the  Preface  of  the  Amphitheatre. 
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fparing  there  of  Inveftives  againft  Luther^  and 
I  believe  Calvin  met  with  no  better  Treatment.* 
It  is  a  common  Stratagem  with  Infidels,  t6 
skreen  themfelves  from  the  fecular  Power  un¬ 
der  the  mask  of  Orthodoxy,  and  to  lay  hold 
of  the  Body  of  the  Tree,  at  the  time  when 
they  dig  the  Ground  to  root  it  out.  No  Per- 
fons  in  thefe  latter  Times  have  feem’d  to  be 
more  interefted  for  the  Doctrine  of  Grace^ 
than  thofe  who  derided  it  moft  in  their  Hearts. 
This  Stratagem,  notwithftanding  it  is  very 
grofs,  did  not  fail  of  Succefs.  They  are  ap¬ 
plauded  in  Converfation  and  all  Conferences, 
and  through  a  fecret  Jealoufy,  others,  who 
counterbalance  their  Merit,  are  denied  the  juft 
Encomiums  of  their  Ability  and  Zeal.  What 
is  pradifed  in  our  Days  did  alfo  happen  in 
Vanms  Time.  Clear-fighted  Perfons,  difco- 
vered  immediately  in  his  Books,  the  Venom 
which  feized  the  Reader  at  the  firft  Approach, 
and  complained  of  it.  But  Vanini  defended 
himfelf,  and  protefted  he  was  zealoufly  affeded 
to  the  Raman  Religion,  he  wrote  of  true  Wif- 
dom,  of  Contempt  of  Glory;  of  the  Truth 
and  the  light  of  the  Council  of  T’vent^  he  rang¬ 
ed  himfelf  under  the  formidable  Canons  of  that 
Council,  as  fome  have  skreened  themfelves 
iince  behind  other  Canons ;  he  frowned  at  In¬ 
novators,  and  maintained  the  Intereft  of  the 
Church  with  a  dazling  Zeal.  Thus  he  efcaped 
the  Cenfure,  becaufe  he  affumed  an  Air  of  Or¬ 
thodoxy,  which  fatisfied  fome  w'eak  Minds. 
He  found  fome  Dodors  of  the  Sorhonne^  who 
approved  his  Works  which  were  vifibly  impious. 

All  thefe  Works  of  Vanini^  whether  they  were 
publiOied  or  not,  are  lofl ;  we  know  the  Titles 
and  Subjed  of  them,  becaufe  he  acquaints  us  with 
it  himfelf  in  the  two  Books  which  are  not  pe- 

rilh'd, 
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Tifh^,  his  Amphitheatre  and  Dialogues^ 
which  I  am  going  to  give  you  an  Account  with 
all  the  Fidelity  you  require  of  me.  hgues, 

XXIL  The  Amphitheatre's  Title  is,  Amphi-  a  general 
theatrum  aterna  providentix  Divim-Magicum^  Qhri--  Wea  of  his 
fliano-PhyJkumy  AjirologicO’Catholicumy  adverfus  ve^  •^^phithe-* 
teres  PhilofaphOSy  Atheos^  Epicureos^  Peripatetkos^ Sto-- 
icosy  &c.  That  is.  An  Amphitheatre  of  Divine  Provi^ 
denccy  Divim^Magicumfihriftiam-  Phyjicumy  Aftrok^ 
gico^Catholicumy  again  ff  the  antient  PhilojopherSyAthe--' 
iftSy  Epicureans y  Peripateticksy  Stoicksy  &c.  in  %vo^ 
printed  at  Lyons y  1(515,  dedicated  to  Count  de 
CafirOy  Protedor  of  his  Family  and  his  Bene- 
fador.  It  is  approved  by  four  Dodors,  viz,, 
by  Claude  Devilky  Franpois  de  Soleily  jaques  De-^ 
veine  &  SevOy  who  acknowledge  to  have  found 
there  nothing  againft  the  Catholick  and  Roman 
Faith ;  But  on  the  contrary  they  affirm,  it  con¬ 
tains  very  profound  and  ftrong  Reafons,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  moft  fublime  Dodrine  of  Matters 
in  Divinity,  *  and  they  admire  the  Advantage 
it  will  procure  to  the  jutt  Caufe. 

Some  Criticks  have  judgM  that  Book  pretty  The  Opi- 
innocent.  The  famous  Morhoff  f  finds  there 
fome  good  Proofs  for  the  Immortality  of  the  ed^ierup- 
Soul,  and  he  does  not  believe  that  Vanini  pub-on 
lifti^d  it  with  an  Intention  to  attack  the  Chrifti-pl^**^^^^^^^^ 
an  Religion.  Barleus  alfo  fpeaks  well  of  it,  and 
Dieckman  doth  not  like  fome  fhould  find  fo  much 
fault  with  this  Book,  as  if  he  fhew^d  himfelf 
a  complete  Naturalift  in  every  Page.  Never- 
thelefs  F.  Merfenne,  M.  de  la  Crofe^  and  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  others,  are  of  the  contrary  Opinion. 

They  difcover  there  a  Stock  of  Hypocrify  and 
Malice,  which  lafts  from  the  Beginning  to  the 

*  This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Approbation. 

f  Morhoff  in  Polyhi/Ior.  Idem  in  MSS.  de  Hiji.  Liter,  Vid, 
jipoL  pro  Vanin,  p.  3  3- 


End, 


The  Life  of  Luciiio  Vanii^i. 

End.  My  Vote,  I  mnft  own,  is  of  no  great 
Moment,  but  I  affure  you  ingenuoufly  I  fide 
with  the  Opinion  of  the  laft.  I  find  the  Am-- 
fheatre  a  very  dangerous  Book,  and  rather  more 
prejudicial  than  the  Dialogues,  I  agree,  the 
Venom  is  more  hid  there  than  in  the  laft  ;  But 
it  is  alfo  more  methodical  and  enfnaring.  He  . 
feems  to  combat  the  antient  and  modern  Athe- 
ifts,  and  in  effed  he  gives  them  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  by  his  weak  and  infignificant  Anfwers. 
But  when  I  fay  dangerous,  I  don’t  mean  they 
are  fo  to  a  Philofopher  but  indifferently  armed. 
No  Sir,  you’ll  find  nothing  uncommon  in  Va* 
nini.  Some  Ideas  of  Ariflotky  and  Averroes,  up¬ 
on  Naturalifm ;  fome  Extravagancies  of  Cardan 
and  Pomponatius^s  Horofcopesof  the  now  reign¬ 
ing  Religions  :  And  laftly,  fome  Difficulties  of 
Cicero  *  againft  Providence,  agitated  before  him  in 
Greece^  by  Epicure,  Straton,  and  Carneades,  lightly 
touch’d  over  again  by  Seneca :  f  Which  are  laftly, 
produced  with  all  their  force,  by  the  ingenious 
Author  which  every  one  knows.  This  is  all 
you’ll  find  in  Vantni,  on  the  Subjed  of  the  Ex- 
iftence  of  God,  of  the  Author  of  Motion,  of  his 
Providence,  of  his  Attributes,  of  the  Origin 
of  Phylical  Evil,  of  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul,  & c.  He  immediately  propofes  the  State  of 
the  Qiieftion  plain  enough,  afterwards  he  relates 
the  beft:  Rcafoning  of  the  Scholafticks,  pretty 
much  at  large ;  then  ridicules  ’em,  and  iubfti- 
tutes  in  their  Place,  either  the  greateft  Nonfenfe 
in  the  World,  or  the  moft  impious  Naturalifm. 

Pie-  Ele  explains  his  Defign  in  the  Preface,  in  a 
is  ar- manner  not  becoming  a  modeft  Philofopher, 

“  I  propofe,  fays  he,  in  this  Work,  to  unfold. 


■*  Sec  Liif.  I.  II,  De  Natura  Deornm , 
•f  Scc  the  Book  ae  ProviJmna, 
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and  to  make  plain  all  the  Myfteries  of  Provi- 
dence ;  but  don^t  exped  I  lliould  take  ^em  • 
from  the  Declamations  ufed  by  Cicero^  nor 
from  thofe  Dreams,  or  rather  plaufible  Ra¬ 
vings  of  the  Divine  Philofopher;  and  yet 
much  lefs  from  the  abfurd  Impertinencies  of 
our  Scholafticks  :  But  I  (hall  draw  them  from 
the  Source  of  the  moft  hidden  Philofophy, 
as  being  beft  able  to  quench  the  third:  of  cu- 
rious  Minds  *  You  fee,  he  fpeaks  of  O- 
cero  with  great  Difdain,  and  yet  he  has  ftole 
from  him  through  the  whole  Work ;  as  I  hope 
to  make  it  appear  in  the  Tranflation  I  have  pro- 
mifed  you,  of  the  Book  of  T*he  Nature  0/  the 
Cods  I  which  will  be  publifh’d,  God  willing,  next 
Year,  if  the  Publick  doth  not  difcourage  me. 

XXIIL  The  firR  Dilfertations  of  the  He  attacks 
fhitheatre  feem,  at  firft  fight,  very  innocent : 

But  dond  truft  him,  for  he  focn  overthrows  ^ents^of 
again  what  he  has  eftablKhM,  or  at  lead:  he  the  Nccef- 
burrhens  it  with  Difficulties,  and  flings  himfelf,  ot  the 
at  all  hazard,  into  Averroes^s  Metaphyficks,^^^J^ 
where  I  mud  own  ingenuoufiy  I  cannot  follow  Motion, 
him.  The  necefiarv  Exiftence  of  a  fird:  intelli- 

wt 

gent  Caufe  of  Motion,  who  has  at  lead  ranged 
things  in  the  Order  we  fee,  is  one  of  onr  chief 
Arguments  againd  Atheids.  As  for  hin^,  he 
prevaricates  upon  this  Proof,  and  omits  no 
turn  to  difimbarrafs  himfeif  from  it;  bur  here 
^tis  where  he  entangles  himfeif  mod,  and  grows 
perfectly  unintelligible:  Spinofa  is  not  more  ob- 
Icure  in  his  Ethicks.  You  know.  Sir,  this  is 
the  Cafe  of  all  Infidels  :  Nothing  is  more  im¬ 
penetrable  than  their  Principles,  and  Providence 
has  wilely  ordered  it,  that  what  is  defigncd  by 


the  wicked  to  root  out  of  the  FIcarts  of  Men, 
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the  Belief  of  a  Divinity,  is  always  very  ob- 
fcure,  and  confequently  improper  to  do  the 
Effed.  Vaniniy  after  having  done  all  his  Endea¬ 
vours  to  weaken  the  Proofs  of  a  firft  Caufe  o£ 
Motion,  fubftitutes  another,  as  ridiculous  as 
poffible  to  imagine.  He  reafons  upon  the 
Number  p,  and  draws  from  it  a  pretended  De- 
monftration,  which  he  calls  Divino-magicay  or 
Cahallifticay  and  boafts  of  having  proved  there¬ 
by  the  Exiftence  of  God  more  ftrongly,  than  by 
the  Proof  we  produced;  which  is  as  antient 
as  the  World  itfelf.  But  once  more  that  is  his 
way ;  he  mocks  the  Chriftians  by  propofing 
their  Reafons  in  an  unfair  manner ;  he  embroils 
them  by  Arijioulian  Suhtletiesy  and  after  he  has 
rejeded  Vm,  he  fubftitutes  new  ones  that  are 
pitiful. 

He  gives  XXIV.  He  fucceeds  beft  when  he  throws  his 
an  ambi-  Donbts  on  the  firft  Truths,  which  are  the 
Foundation  of  all  others;  fuch  are  for  Exam- 
theDivini-ple,  the  Exiftence  of  God  and  his  Providence. 
As  the  Nature  of  thefe  two  Objeds  infinitely 
exceeds  our  Capacity,  he  imagines  to  have  re¬ 
futed  them,  when  he  has  (hewn  the  infinite 
Difproportion  there  is  betwixt  the  lownefs  of 
our  Conception,  and  the  heigth  of  thofe  Ob- 
jeds.  As  for  Inftance,  he  thought  to  refute 
the  Divinity,  by  giving  the  following  Definition 
of  it. 

‘‘  You  ask  me,  fays  he,  *  what  is  God ;  but 
if  I  knew  it,  I  (hould  be  God ;  for  np  one 
‘‘  knows  what  God  is,  but  God  himfelf.  We 
may  neverthelefs  know  him  in  fome  meafure 
‘‘  by  his  Works,  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as 
‘‘  we  know  the  Light  of  the  Sun  thro""  a  Cloud, 
which  eclipfes  it.  Behold  now  how  our  Hand 
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makes  bold  to  defcribe  that  firft  of  all  Be- 
‘‘  ings,  altho*  perhaps  very  vainly.  God  is  to 
‘‘  himfelf  his  Beginning  and  his  End ;  tho’  he 
“  has  neither  Beginning  nor  End.  He  has  no 
need  neither  of  one  or  the  other,  and  yet  he 
is  the  Author  of  both.  He  fubfifts  continu- 
“  ally  without  any  Time :  Equally  not  fufcep- 
tible  of  what  is  paft  or  to  come.  He  reigns 
every  where,  without  any  Place ;  unmove- 
able,  without  any  Situation  ^  fwift,  without 
Motion  ;  all,  without  all  things;  within  eve- 
ry  thing,  without  being  enclofed  ;  without 
“  every  thing,  without  being  excluded.  In 
every  thing,  he  governs  all,*  without  every 
thing,  he  has  created.  He  is  good  without 
Quality ;  great  without  Quantity ;  univerfal 
without  Parts;  unchangeable  tho’  he  changes 
all :  His  Will  is  his  Power,  and  the  exerting 
his  Power  doth  not  differ  from  his  Will : 
Simple,  in  him  nothing  is  in  Power,  but  eve- 
ry  thing  in  the  Ad,  he  is  in>  himfelf  pure; 
the  firft,  the  middlemoft,  and  laft  Ad.  In 
(hort,  he  is  all,  above  all,  beyond  all,  before 
all,  and  after  all,  and  he  yet  remains  all. 
XXV.  Perhaps  you’ll  fay  Sir,  I  am  very 
bold  to  tranftate  this  Paffage  after  the  famous 
Mr.  Samwj  who  has  explained  it  in  one  *  of  his 
Sermons  in  a  concife  manner  indeed,  but  much 
more  elegant,  than  it  is  in  Vanini  himfelf;  but 
I  beg  you’d  remember  this  is  a  Letter,  where 
we  undertake  to  difcover  with  Exadnefs  the 
Venom  of  our  AtheiR  ;  and  not  a  Sermon 
where  commonly  one  is  fatisfy’d  with  pointing 
at  it,  which  yet  ftiou’d  be  done  with  abundance 
of  Circumfpedion.  As  for  the  reft,  you  are 


The  Title  of  the  Sermon  is  fur  les  profondeurs  divines  the 
4th,  r .  See  Saurin's  Anfwer  to  Vanini's  Definition.  Uid 
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too  good  a  Philofopher  to  be  embarrafsM  with 
our  Atheift’s  Definition,  ’Tis  not  dangerous 
but  to  thofe  who  have  a  corporeal  Idea  of  God  : 
But  if  we  fuppofe,  i .  That  God  is  a  pure  Spi^. 

and  confequently  without  the  Sphere  of 
our  Imagination.  2.  That  he  is  an  infinite  Spi¬ 
rit^  and  confequently  beyond  our  Ideas ;  If  one 
fuppofes,  I  fay,  thefe  two  Truths,  which  are’ 
felf-evident,  all  the  Clouds  of  Vanini  are  dif- 
perfed ;  all  the  Jingle  of  Words  difappears  s 
And  if  any  Difficulties  remain,  they  are  com¬ 
mon  to  all  Syftems  and  Sciences.  You  may  judge 
of  it.  Sir,  from  the  fiiort  Recapitulation  I  Ihall 
make  of  that  long  Definition. 

If  I  knew  what  is  Gody  I  fhoud  he  God,  Not 
all,  becaufe  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  God 
to  make  himfelf  known  to  an  intelligent  Being, 
of  the  firft  Order. 

God  is  to  himfelf  his  beginning  and  End,  That 
is  a  heap  of  Words  which  fignifies  nothing. 

He  is  fufceptihle  neither  of  the  pafl  nor  future. 
Without  doubt.  Is  there  any  Paft  or  Futurity 
in  a  pure,  infinite,  and  eternal  Spirit  ?  No, 
Let  us  own  to  Vanini  that  Eternity  is  incom- 
prehenfible ;  but  he  knows  very  well  that  it 
may  be  demonfirated,'  as  two  and  two  make 
four.  As  to  the  manner  of  this  Eternity,  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  a  fixd  Point,  or  a  continual  Succeffi- 
on,  we  leave  that  to  the  Philofophers. 

He  reigns  every  where y  without  any  Place  ,*  that 
is  to  fay,  he  is  infinite,  without  being  cor¬ 
poreal  :  Agreed.  One  might  make  the  fame 
Diliiculty  about  the  Uhi  of  our  Souls,  and  an- 
fwer  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  the  Proportion  being 
obferved. 

He  is  good  without  Quality,  God’s  Goodnefs 
Is  fpiritual  and  moral :  Our  Infidel  forgets  him¬ 
felf,  with  his  Quality. 


Great 
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Great  without  Quantity^  miverfdl  without  Parts, 

All  this  turns  upon  corporeal  Ideas,  which  mufl: 
be  excluded. 

Unchangeable  when  he  changes  all.  This  is  no 
CoQtradiftion ;  for  in  changing  all,  God  exe¬ 
cutes  his  Defign,  and  remains  Unchangeable. 

Whofe  Will  is  Power ^  and  whofe  Will  ii  confu^ 
fed  with  the  Power,  Obferve,  this  is  very  bold 
for  a  Philofopher :  Is  it  not  to  penetrate  into 
the  moft  obfcure  part  of  Divine  Nature  ?  As 
for  me,  who  am  not  fo  clear-fighted  as  our 
Free-Thinkers,  I  content  my  felf  to  fay,  that 
altho*  the  Will  of  God  is  always  eiEcacious, 
one  may  however  diftinguifh  this  Will  into  con^ 
ceived  and  executed:  For  how  couM  one  explain 
ptherways  the  Predidions  of  the  Prophets,  who 
advife  us  of  the  particular  Wills  of  God,  ma¬ 
ny  Ages  before  their  Accomplifhment  ? 

In  whom  nothing  is  in  Power^  but  every  thing  in 
the  AB,  Another  FaKhood,  in  my  Opinion, 
which  wou^d  deprive  God  of  his  Sovereign  Li¬ 
berty,  and  introduce  Naturalifm. 

Laftly,  He  is  all  above^  beyond,  and  within  eveyy 
thing-.  All  that  borders  upon  the  corporeal  Ideas 
which  we  have  refuted  already. 

XX  VI.  This  is  not  the  only  Place,  where  An  in%- 
Vanini  mocks  Religion,  and  the  Attributes 
God.  In  another  Place  he  pretends  to  defend 
the  Scripture,  and  accufes  the  Pfalmift  of  having  Pfalmift. 
faid,  that  the  Mercy  of  the  Lord  is  above  all  his 
works.  You  may  ealily  comprehend  what  that 
I  means,  in  the  Mouth  of  a  good  Man,  who  is 
I  poffefs’d  of  the  Love  of  God,  and  who,  in  con- 
j  iideration  of  his  Unworthinefs,  and  the  Bene- 
ifadion  of  the  Creator,  extols  that  of  his  At¬ 
tributes,  which  affeds  and  interefts  him  moft. 

Vanini  takes  it  all  in  a  metaphyfical  Senfe,  and 
I  complains  of  the  Preachers,  who,  founded  upon 
i  G  ^  thefe 
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thefe  Words,  fays  he,  utter  Blafphemies,  * 
telling  us,  that  God  is  infinitely  more  merci¬ 
ful  than  juft.  As  if  God  was  not  a  Ample  and 
pure  Being,  but  a  Compofition  of  Beginning 
and  End,  fubfequent  to  what  he  is  compofed 
of.  Behold,  Sir,  I  befeech  you,  his  manner  of 
Philofophifing.  Men  fpeak  of  the  moral  At¬ 
tributes  of  the  Divinity,  if  Vis  permitted  to 
ufe  the  Exprefiion,  of  his  Juftice,  and  his  Mer¬ 
cy  ;  things  where  the  Queftion  is  not  about 
Compofition.  Neverthelefs,  our  Caviller  feems 
to  be  fo  much  in  Pain  about  it,  that  he  talks  of 
it,  as  of  different  Principles,  which,  by  being 
more  or  lefs  exercifed  in  the  Divine  Efience, 
couM  alter  the  fimplicity  thereof.  Where  is  the 
Cpnfequence?  ’Tis  true,  it  would  be  impru¬ 
dent  to  maintain,  abfolutely  in  a  Sermon,  that 
God  is  more  merciful  than  juft :  But  for  all 
that,  we  (hould  not  call  it  Blafphemy,  and  bring 
Heaven  and  Earth  together,  as  if  all  was  loft; 
fince  the  Perfon  who  unadvertedly  fpeaks  thofe 
Words,  takes  them  in  the  Senfe  of  the  Pro¬ 
phet,  'y/V  that  as  we  are  Sinners,  nothing  touch¬ 
es  us  more  than  Divine  Compaftion.  But  Va- 
nini  has  his  Views ;  he  endeavours  to  put  the 
Scripture  againft  itfelf,  and  embroil  the  Chri- 
ftians,  and  afterwards  to  ridicule  the  Myftery 
of  Redemption. 

XX Vn.  After  he  has  thrown  fome  Clouds^ 
over  the  Exiftence  and  Perfedions  of  God,  he 
attacks  the  Chriftian  Religion  indiredly,  but  in 
a  pleafant  manner.  You’d  never  imagine  it.  Sir ; 
he  ftcals  from  Cardan^  Chrifl^s  Horofcope, 

Some  Men  indeed,  have  doubted  Cardan  did 
not  believe  the  Truths  of  our  Religion:  Vani* 
ni  maintains  that  he  was  not  very  fuperftitious, 

*  Dljfert.  XIX.  towards  the  End. 
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and  yet  proves  the  contrary,  by  quoting  that 
famous  Horofcope,  which  he  calls  impious.  Wc 
will  call  him,  if  you  pleafe,  the  fuperflitious 
Atheifty  and  you’ll  fee  if  the  Definition  becomes 
him,  by  examining  one  of  his  famous  Aftrolo- 
gical  Whimfies:  But  under  Condition  that  you’ll 
pardon  me.  Sir,  if  I  bewilder  my  feif  in  the 
Cakjlial  Geography ;  for  I  have  never  wander’d 
about  in  that  Place. 

Now  he  pretends  that  there  have  been  in 
the  Conftellations  of  our  Saviour,  fuch  Wonders, 
and  in  fo  great  a  Number,  that  if  we  were  to 
flick  only  to  the  natural  and  aftronomical  Rea- 
fons,  this  Jefus  muft  have  had  all  the  Grandeur 
and  Perfections  the  Concourfe  of  Stars  can  fur- 
nifli ;  But  the  chief  Points  that  charaCterife 
him,  muft  be  Compaffion,  yuflice.  Fidelity,  Sim» 
plicity  and  Charity,  *  not  only  for  him felf,  but 
alfo  for  his  Sectaries.  He  thinks,  his  SeCt 
was  to  root  itfelf  in  the  World,  fo  as  to  laft 
until  the  return  of  the  Eclipticks,  that  is  4000 
Years,  after  which  time  there  wou’d  be  a  gene¬ 
ral  Reformation  in  the  Univerfe.  He  doth 
not  fay  pofitively,  that  all  whait  appeared  Divine 
in  yefus  Chri[i,  had  depended  from  the  Con¬ 
ftellations  ;  but  he  pretends  it  was  God,  who 
caufed  him  to  be  born  at  that  Jundure,  to 
make  his  Birth  memorable  in  all  Ages.  ’TVr 
with  that  Confidence,  fays  he,  that  I  thought  pro^ 
per  to  puhlifi)  this  Horofcope,  altho  I  kept  it  fecret 
more  than  twenty  Tears,  hy  a  Scruple  of  Religion. 
Thofe  laft  Words  render  Cardan  fufpicious; 
for,  what  reafon  was  there  to  fupprefs,  by  a 
Scruple  of  Religion,  a  Difcovery,  which  invin¬ 
cibly  wou’d  prove  the  Divinity  of  the  Chri-* 


*  Car  Jan,  in  Comment,  ad  Ptolom^c.  Lib,  2,  p.  569.  Ed« 
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ftian  Religion,  if  it  was  a  good  one?  But 
Cardan  introduces  into  this  Horofcope  cer¬ 
tain  Thirds,  which  are  not  altogether  agree¬ 
able  to  the  chief  Articles  of  our  Belief ;  and 
this  is  the  Scruple  which  detained  him :  Thofe 
Tort  of  cowardly  Limitations  and  Precautions 
are  commonly  a  fign  that  there  is  a  Snake  in 
the  Grafs. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  this  is  the  Horofcope ; 
it  is  compofed  of  ten  rare  and  lingular  Cha-. 
raders  *. 

The  ten  I .  The  ConjunSlion  of  the  Heads  of  the  Balance 
Ch^afters  eighth  and  ninth  Orb,not  only  in  theElip- 
c^rp^rHo- Sedion  with  the  Equinodial  Circle,-  butalfo 
rofcopeac-with  the  Head  of  the  Ram  of  the  little  Circle 
cording  to  of  the  eighth  Orb,  in  the  Longitude  with  the 
Car  an,  Ram,  which  makes  the  Center  of 

the  little  Circle  of  the  ninth  Orb.  From  thence 
our  Italian  draws  wonders  about  the  lafting  of 
Chriftianity,  and  he  advances  boldly,  that  it 
will  laft  ^030  Years ;  which  far  exceeds  LaSlan^ 
tims  Calculation,  who  gave  it  but  500  Years 
in  all,  and  of  that  of  Dr.  Craigs  who  placed 
its  Period  in  the  Year  3153 

2*  The  fecond  Charader  of  the  Horofcope 
is  the  Comet,  which  appeared  at  his  Birth,  be¬ 
ing  the  fame  with  that  extraordinary  Star,  of 
which  the  Evangelift  fpeaks,  which  brought 
the  Philofophers  from  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  Eafl  to  Bethlehem-  ^ . 

3.  The  third  is  yupiter^  who  promifes  fedate 
Manners,  gentle  Deportment,  Eloquence  and- 
Wifdom.  For  that  Reafon,  fays  Cardan,  our' 
Saviour  began  to  difpute  in  the  "Temple  being  but 
twelve  Tears  old. 

Cardariy  ibid.  p.  375. 

f  See  Di£t.  Hift.  Sc  Critique  of  'BayUt  Tom.  iii. 

§  Evangel.  Matthaei.  Ch,  ii.  x. 
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4.  The  fourth  is  the  end  of  the  Virgin^  a 
Star  of  the  firft  Magnitude,  which  has  more  of 
Venus  than  of  Mars,  and  ^hich  portends  alfo 
Eloquence,  favour  of  Men  and  knowledge  -  of 
Things  to  come.  And  every  one  knows^  fays  he, 
tMt  Jefus  Chvift  prophecy  d. 

5.  The  fifth  is  the  point  of  the  Autumnal 
Equinox;  for  he  was  horny  fays  he,  a  Moment 
before  Midnight. 

6.  The  fixth  is  the  Summer  Tropick,  which 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  Heavens  at  the  time 
of  his  Birth  :  And  according  to  Ptolomy  fignifies 
a  great  Difpojition  to  eftahlifh  a  new  Law  in  the 
LVorld. 

7.  The  feventh  is  another  Star  called  Hercules^ 
of  the  fecond  Magnitude  and  of  the  Nature  of  * 
Mars :  Which  announced  to  him  and  his  Seda- 
rians  Combats,  and  Sufferings  of  Martyrdom, 
to  the  Confeffors  and  alfo  all  the  Orders  of 
religious  Chivalry. 

8.  The  eighth  Sign  is  another  Confundion 
of  the  Head  of  the  Raniy  Jupiter  and  Saturn 
being  joined  in  Cancer.  This  Conjundion 
portended  him  a  publick  and  fhameful  Death. 

p.  The  ninth  is  the  Sun,  which  prefides  over 
all  the  Conftellations,  and  promifes  a  Death 
followed  by  an  immortal  Name. 

10.  Laftly,  the  tenth  is  Mercury ^  who  joins 
there  with  the  Sun,  and  appoints  the  fenfe  and 
hability  of  the  Legiflator.  And  we  knoWy  fays 
he,  that  the  People  of  Palefline  were  afto- 
niftied  at  Jefus  ChriJPs  Refponfes,  which  came 
no  doubt  from  human  Wifdom  and  not  the 
Divinity,  which  may  be  without  the  Succours 
of  Conftellations.  AndthiSy  concludes  our  Ita¬ 
lian,  are  the  ten  Signs  of  this  wonderfull  Conftella^ 
tion^  hy  the  concourfe  of  vehich  we  have  feen  a  true 
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Reprefentation  of  the  Wonders  to  come^  ranged  in 
the  eternal  Order  of  T*hings, 

Now  Sir,  what  fay  you  to  this  Horofcope  > 
Is  it  not  very  juft,  confldering  it  was  made  after 
the  Time,  and  (hould  we  not  apply  to  Cardan^ 
what  the  Author  of  the  Nouveaux  Elemens  de 
Geometriey  faid  to  his  brother  Author  of  the 
Art  de  penfer ;  that  he  had  not  gueffed  amifs  at 
^Things  pafi?  But  among  the  reft,  what  think 
you  of  the  Paflage,  that  the  Refponfes  of  our 
Lord  had^  not  been  the  produce  of  Divine  Wfdom  ? 
Is  that  the  Language  of  a  Chriftian,  or  of  a 
Man,  whofe  Brains  are  confufed,  and  his  Eyes 
drowfy  by  Star-gazing  ?  What  he  adds,  that 
then  was  feen  ct  Reprefentation  of  the  Wonders  rang-- 
ed  already  in  the  eternal  Chain  of  fhings :  Is  that 
any  ways  edifying,  or  doth  it  agree  with  what 
he  faid  above,  vix,.  ‘  that  God  is  the  firft  Au- 
‘  thor  of  that  glorious  Conftellation?  In  truth,^ 
it  cofts  our  Italians  nothing  to  contradid  them- 
felves ;  Cardan  doth  it  fometimes,  and  Vanini 
always. 

vmm\  What  is  your  Opinion,  the  laft  thinks  of  this 
Thoughts  Horofcope  ?  He  regards  it  as  the  moft  dange- 
onthisHo- Venom  that  ever  has  been  infinuated  a- 
ro  cope,  Chriftian  Religion :  For  after  he  has 

rehearfed  all  what  we  faid  above,  he  falls  in 
a  Paflion  and  darts  Fire  and  Flames,  he  fetches 
deep  SighSj  and  you  would  imagine  he  is  going 
to  be  choaked  *,  O  perditifjlmos  Sermones !  O 
nefanda  verba !  0  inquinatifjlmum  Scriptorem  !  ^Tis 
done,  Chriftianity  is  going  to  expire  and  no¬ 
thing  remains  but  to  raife  it  an  Epitaphe  ! 

XXVIII.  Neverthelefs  you  fee  Sir,,  that  this 
Horofcope  is  of  no  moment  at  all,  Aftrology, 
according  to  the  Sentiments  of  all  Men  of  Un- 

*  See  Dijfortat,  vii.  and  viii,  of  the  Amphitheatre, 
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derftanding,  is  the  moft  pitiful  of  all  Sciences. 
Its  Principles  are  Illufion  itfelf.  Mr.  Bayle  has 
run  it  down  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  will  ne¬ 
ver  recover  the  Blow.  See  his  Penfees  diverfes 
and  Vol,  i.  de  la  Re'p,  aux  queflions  d^uu  pro- 
vincialy  on  this  Head^  and  I  am  perfuaded  it 
will  move  your  pity  to  refled,  that  human 
Minds  have  been  amufed  with  fo  trivial  a 
Science.  All  Cardans  Horofcope  is  built  upon 
two  lllufions,  a  certain  FaB  and  an  abfurd  Ca«- 
fequence.  The  FaB  is,  that  we  (hould  know 
the  Day  and  Hour  of  the  Birth  of  Jefus  Chri(t ; 
but  nothing  is  more  doubtful  than  that  Suppofi- 
tion.  Confult  the  Chronologers,  and  ail  will 
unanimoufly  tell  you ,  they  are  uncertain 
in  that  Refped,  about  the  Year,  the 

Month,  the  Day,  the  Hour,  and  all  what  Car¬ 
dan  fuppofes  as  agreed  upon.  The  abfurd 
Confequence  he  draws  from  this  Conftellation 
is,  that  it  feems  to  him  fo  extraordinary,  that 
it  could  not  fuit  any  one  but  Jefus  Chrlfi ;  that 
there  has  never  been  any  more  glorious,  and 
that  without  *  doubt  God  would  not  have  cau- 
fed  him  to  be  born  under  that  Conflellation,  if 
it  figriified  nothing.  But  Cardan  does  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  his  Confequence  is  abfurd  for  feve- 
ral  Reafons. 

1.  He  (hould  have  proved  before  hand,  the 
certainty  of  Aftrology  in  general,  and  the  fo- 
lidity  of  ,a  Horofcope,  before  he  made  that 
of  Bfus  thrift, 

2.  He  (hould  be  pofltively  aflured  of  the 
Year,  Month,  Day  and  Hour  Jefus  Chrift  was 
born  in  ;  which  he  v/as  not. 

3.  Were  there  no  other  Children  born  at 
yerufalem  or  Bethlehem  about  the  fame  time,  or 
perhaps  the  fame  Minute?  Why  (hould  then 
the  fame  Situation  of  Stars  be  favourable  to 
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^e^iis  Chyifi  and  fktal  to  all  the  Infants  of  Beth‘S 
lehem  ? 

4.  Lafliy,  if  there  was  any  Appearance  of  all 
that,  how  came  it  to  pafs  that  it  never  has 
been  difcovered  but  fixteen  Ages  afterwards  ? 
God  and  Nature  produce  nothing  in  Vain:' 
Why  fhould  fo  important  a  Conftellatiort  have 
been  hid  from  us  fo  long  a  time  ? 

XXlX.  But  I  trefpafs  on  your  Patience  Sir, 
and  Cardan  and  Vamni  abufe  mine,  fo  that  I 
tionsoHhe  fay  no  more  of  thefe  wild  Notions.  I 
origin  of  have  told  you  already  that  the  Strength  of  the 
Amphitheatre  confifts  in  reporting  Cicero^s  and 
Cardans  Objedions  againft  Providence;  and 
that  is  what  he  gives  the  greateft  attention  to. 
He  diftinguilVies  one  Difficulty  from  the  other, 
thofe  of  the  phyjical  and  tnoral  Evil^  and  he  pro- 
p'ofes  them  all  very  precifely.  He  forgets  not 
the  common  Anfwers;  but  calls  ^em  Illufions 
and  Scholaftical  Filth.  Bagatelles^  fays  he,  the 
greatefi  of  Bagatelles!  when  he  alledges  a  judi¬ 
cious  Solution.  For  Example,  if  you  Anfwer 
to  the  Difficulty  taken  from  the  moral 
Evil ;  that  God  uoould  not  make  perfeEl  Crea^ 
tares ^  but  fu  fceptible  of  Blame  and  Praife^  and  that 
Toith  that  View  he  has  endowed  *em  with  a  fort 
of  Liberty^  which  afified  by  Education,  good  JSx- 
amples  and  Prayers,  may  refifi  Evil,  and  procure  it- 
felf  by  the  goodnefs  of  GoA  a  diflinguijhing  Glory 
upon  Earth,  and  chiefly  in  Heaven,  He  runs  down. 
Sc.  BaflCs  Thoughts,  which  he  introduces,  in 
an  abufive  manner.  Nuga,  fays  he,  nugacijjima, 
Nonfenfe,  fays  he,  God  only  is  the  fovereign  free 
Agent,  Jefus  Chrift  aljo  and  the  Holy  Virgin  \ 
neverthelefs  they  never  have  finned:  And  behold 
the  Solution  annihilated,  and  the  difficulty  re¬ 
maining  in  all  its  Force.  But  where  are  then^ 
all  thofe  new  and  fatisfadory  Ideas,  which 
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^re  pjrpniifed  in  the  Title  and  Preface,  and 
which  (hould  be  fo  remote  from  the  Declama¬ 
tions  of  CicerOy  the  Ravings  of  PlatOy  and  the 
Filth  of  Scholafticks?  ’Tis  in  vain  for  you  to 
feek  ’em  in  the  Amphitheatre,  He  has  none  to 
give ;  He  dreads  the  Inquifitors  ,*  or  when  he 
hazards  fomething,  that  is  pure  Naturalifm. 

*The  JVorldy  fays  he,  is  perhaps  an  Animaly  of  And  falls 
ivhich  ive  all  are  Members :  Thofe  Alodifications  Natu- 
are  ejfential  to  iti  And  thus  finilhes  his 
found  Differtation  and  Apology  on  Providence 

XXX.  He  goes  yet  farther;  for  he  pretends  He  rnakes 
that  God  is  the  Author  of  all  Things,  and  even^^^^^^J^^^ 
of  Sin.  "Lhe  knowledge  of  God  is  theCaufe  of  alf 
LhingSy  fays  he,  for  that  God  fhotild  know  any 
Tfhing  without  himfelfy  except  he  had  refolved  fo  to 
dOy  is  a  thing  which  contradiBs  itfelf  ‘There¬ 
fore  knowing  himfelfy  as  the  Caufey  he  knows  alfb  all 
the  Eff'eEisy  and  confequently  produces  them  f.  But 
if  God  has  refolved  to  create  a  free  Being,  will 
he  ftill  be  the  Caufe  of  its  particular  Determi¬ 
nations,  or  the  abufe  of  its  Liberty  ?  He  doth 
not  carry  the  Difficulty  to  that  point.  And 
elfewhere  he  laughs  at  the  Decrees  of  Gody 
and  of  Predeftination,  after  a  profane  manner. 

“  Going  down  the  Rhine y  fays  he  §,  I  embarked 
at  StrasbourghyVJixh  a  German  Divine,  who  fee- 
ing  a  Raven,  when  he  entered  the  Boat,  was 
“  fo  frighted,  that  he  would  go  back:  But  1  de- 
dared  to  him,  that,  for'  my  part,  I  was  re- 
“  folved  to  depart,  if  even  I  knew  we  were  to 
perilh.  The  unalterable  Will  of  Gody  faid  I, 
muft  be  done ;  who  from  all  Eternity  has  regu- 
‘‘  lated  the  Days  of  our  Life ;  according  to  the 
Words  of  the  Prophet,  Encourag’d  by  this 

**■■■■■■■■'■  ■  —  ■  I  I  ,1  ■■III  . — —  !■■■■■■■  I.  ,.■■■■■  H  IJ^  ^ 

*  See  DilTerrat,  x.  xi.  xii.  to  xvi.  ot  the 
-{-  Amphit.  Diflert.  x.v* 

§  Dialog,  p.  42y. 
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Speech,  he  defpifed  the  terrible  Menaces  of 
the  Rhine^  and  we  came  fafe  to  our  Jour- 
ney^s  End^\ 

He  com-  XXXI.  What  Vanini  did  with  refped  to 
firft  Truths  in  general,  he  doth  alfo  in  re- 
rades  with  gai*d  to  Miracles.  He  puts  ^em  firft  as  Proofs 
thofeoFSt.againft  Atheifts :  Afterwards  he  alledges  the 
Bomimck,  Objedion  of  Machiavel  and  others,  who  re¬ 
gard  them  as  Fables,  contrived  by  Frieds  to 
acquire  Glory  at  the  expence  of  the  Ignorant. 
The  Anfwer  to  Machiavel  as  to  Miracles  was 
very  eafy.  He  had  nothing  to  do,  but  faith¬ 
fully  to  mark  the  Circumftances,  to  diftingui(h 
^em  from  Fables,  that  they  were  nume¬ 
rous,  confpicuous,  continual,  and  even  perfe- 
cuted  by  human  Authority,  and  yet  followed 
by  the  Convcrhon  of  many  thoufands  of  Souls. 
But  inflead  of  that,  what  does  he  ?  In  the  A- 
pology  of  the  Miracles  of  St.  Francis^  and  St. 
Dominick :  In  tvuth^  fays  he  both  one  and  the 
other  pYofeJfed  Poverty  and  Humility :  and  confe^ 
quently  ^tis  not  for  Inter efl^  or  vain  Glory ^  that  they 
Refutation  have puhlijJoed  their  Miracles.  What  an  Anfwer  ! 
of  this  j/anini  would  render  the  Miracles  of  Chrifi  and 
his  Apoftles  fufpeded,  and  therefore  he  com¬ 
pares  ^em  to  thofe  of  St«  Francis  and  Dominick. 
But  he  will  not  remember  that  our  Saviour 
and  his  Apoftles  always  lived  among  Enemies, 
where  all  their  Words  and  Adions  were  equal¬ 
ly  obferved  to  make  them  a  handle  for  Calum¬ 
ny  and  Perfecution  :  Indead  of  that  St.  Francis 
and  Dominick  lived  in  Chridian  Countries,  de¬ 
voted  from  a  long  time  to  Superdition^  and 
they  were  armed  with  the  Thunderbolts  of  the 
holy  Sea,  to  terrify  or  punidi  Gainfayers;  Do- 
minick^  among  others,  was  the  Inventor  and 


*  Amphitli.  Differtat.  viii. 
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firfl:  Hero  of  the  Inquifition.  You  may  Judge 
then,  whether  it  was  fafe  to  conteft  his  Mi¬ 
racles.  But  it  was  not  fo  with  thofe  of  Jefus 
thrift  and  his  Apoftles ;  there  were  fure  Re¬ 
wards  for  thofe  who  could  overthrow  or  dif- 
prove  them. 

XXXII.  He  is  alfo  very  witty  upon 
Vmiftoments :  He  declares  firft,  that  they  cannot  nafpuniL- 
be  proved  from  natural  Reafons ;  and  when  ments. 
Scripture  is  alledged  againft  him ;  a  holy  Anfwer  / 
fays  he,  which  however  gives  Atheifts  no  great  un^ 
eaftnefs,  they  having  no  more  faith  in  that  holy 
Book^  than  I  in  iEfop^j  Fables^  in  old  Womens 
"T^aleSy  or  the  Superftitions  of  the  Alcoran  *. 

XXXIIL  Laftly  Sir,  in  the  whole  Amphithe^  H/pocnTy^ 
atre  reigns  an  Air  of  Hypocrify  and  Malice, 
which  gives  us  a  very  difadvantagious  Idea 
Vanints  Heart.  We  have  quoted  fome  Exam- atre. 
pies  of  it.  And  here  is  one  more,  with  which 
I  fhall  conclude  the  abflrad:  of  that  Book.  As  to 
me-f  fays  he,  whofe  Name  is  Chriflian  and  Sirname 
Catholicky  Ij  I  had  not  learned  it  from  the  Churchy 
who  is  the  infallible  Miftrefs  of  Truth y  I  fhould 
hardly  believe  the  Soul  to  be  immortal.  I  dont 
blufh  to  fay  it :  On  the  contrary  I  glory  in  />,  for 
I  fulfill  St.  Paufj  Precepty  in  captivating  my  Un¬ 
der  (landing  in  Obeifance  to  Faithy  which  is  ftronger 
in  mcy  becaufe  ^tis  built  upon  that  Principle :  God 
HAS  SAID  iTf.  That  Principle  5  which  at  firfl 
Sight  feems  fo  edifying  and  is  fo  fubjed  of 
being  repeated  by  Authors  great  and  little, 

(God  knows  to  what  End)  would  be  edifying  to 
me  indeed,  if  I  had  not  been  made  to  hope 
fomething  elfe  by  the  Title  and  Preface.  What ! 

Mr.  Vaniniy  you  promife  us  Mountains  and 
Wonders  againft  Atheifts,  you  take  upon  you 


*  Amphit.  Diilert.  xxvii. 
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to  explain  all  the  ^Myfteries  of  Providence; 
yott  raife  our  Hopes  with  new  Ideas  in  De¬ 
fence  of  the  firft  Truths  ^  and  inftead  of  that, 
you  fend  us  back  to  Scripture.  Was  it  worth 
while  to  write  a  Book  for  that  ?  The  meanefl 
of  the  Licentiats  at  Naples  could  have  done 
as  much. 

Add  to  this,  that  Vanini  himfelf  had  no  great 
Opinion  of  his  Amphitheatre.  He  fays  in  his 
Dialogues^  that  he  had  advanced  there  many 
Things  which  he  did  not  give  Credit  to.  But, 
fays  Alexander  you  have  given  a  phyfical 
Reafon,  in  your  Amphitheatre^  why  that  Child 
newly  born,  did  fpeak  immediately  after  his 
Birth.  Puh !  fays  Julius^  I  have  advanced 
in  that  Book  many  Things,  I  don't  believe 
my  felf:  So  goes  the  World.  I  am  not  fur- 
prifed  at  it  fays  Alexander^  I  tell  it  every 
Day  to  my  Friends ;  This  World  is  a  Ne4 
full  of  Fools :  I  except  however  the  Princes 
and  Popes. 

XXXIV.  Don’t  loofe  Patience  Sir,  we  are 
at  laft  come  to  his  flrange  Dialogues^  which  are 
in  fo  great  Reputation  and  deferve  fo  little.  Be¬ 
hold  here  the  Title,  which  difcovers  the  Im¬ 
piety  thereof.  Julii  Cafaris  Vanini  Neapolitani 
*I*heologiy  fhilofophi  &  juris  utriufque  DoBoris,  de 
admirandis  Natura  Regina  Deaq;  mortalium  Ar- 
canis-i  Libri  quatuor,  Lutetia  apud  Adrianum  Pe- 
rier.  anno  1616.  Sub  privilegio  Regis:  That  is  to 
fay.  Of  the  Myfteries  of  Nature,  the  Queen 
and  Goddefs  of  Mortals.  Lib.  iv.  by  Julius 
Cafar  Vaniniy  the  Neapolitan,  Dodor  of  Divi¬ 
nity,  Philofophy  and  Law  at  Paris.  By  Adrian 
Perier.  1616.  with  the  King’s  Priviledge.  On 
the  back  fide  of  the  Title  you  read  the  fol¬ 


lowing, 
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towing  Approbation,  We  underwritten  Doc¬ 
tors  of  Divinity  of  certify  to  have  read 

thefe  Dialogues  of  Julius  Cafar  Vaniniy  a  famous 
Philofopher,  and  found  nothing  repugnant 
to  the  Catholick,  Apoftolick,  and  Roman  Re¬ 
ligion  in  themj  but  on  the  contrary think 
’em  well  worth  being  printed :  The  20th  of 
Mayy  1616:  Signed  F.  Edmond  Corradiny 
Guardian  of  the  Convent  of  Minimes  at  Pa^ 
vis,  F.  Claude  le  Petit y  Dodor  Regent. 

The  Dedication  is  to  the  Marlhall  of  Baf- The  Dedi- 
fompierre ;  it  wou’d  be  good  enough  if  it  was  cation 
not  Italiany  and  cringing.  Wlmt  foall  I fajy  fays 
he,  of  the  Charms  of  your  Beauty  ?  ^T'is  by  that 
means  you  hanje  deferred  the  tendernefs  of  an  infi^ 
nite  Number  of  Ladies,  more  charming  than  the 
Helens  of  old,  ^Tis  alfo  that  fame  Beauty,  which 
triumphs  over  the  Conceitednefs  of  Atheifts,  and  im-^ 
pqfes  on  them  Silence,  and  fupprejfes  their  Impiety. 

For  when  they  hut  contemplate  the  Majefly  and  State- 
linefs  of  your  Vifage,  they  mufl  readily  own,  that 
even  among  mankind  there  are  found  fome  ^Traces  of 
Divinity,  His  Enthufiafm  carries  him  yet  far¬ 
ther,  and  betrays  him.  If  I  was,  fays  he,  a 
Difciple  of  Plato,  /  fhoud  kifs  and  adore  you,  as 
the  Soul  of  the  World  1  A  villainous  and  very 
fufpicious  Commendation,  after  the  Story  of  the 
Convent,  which  I  told  you  !  * 

He  finilhes  his  Dedication,  asking  a  Charity  He  askf  a 
of  his  Heroe,  in  fo  pitiful  a  manner,  that  I  Charity, 
am  alhamed  to  relate  it,  pudenda,  miferanddqus 
cratione,  if  you  allow  ine  the  Expreffion  of  Sue^ 
tonius.  He  tells  him  that  ’tis  not  furprifing  that 
everybody  compares  him  to  the  Sun  ;  and  that  he, 

Vanini,  gives  him  the  Preference  above  it.  f  "The 
Sun,  fays  he,  darting  his  golden  Rays,  has  never 

*  See  Paragraph  XIV. 
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enriched  me,  hut  when  your  Excellency  fhall  pleafe 
to  cafl  a  favourable  Eye  upon  me,  /  Jloall  then  he 
all  Gold.  Juft  now  the  Marlhal  was  the  Soul  of 
the  World,  in  the  Platonkk  Stile,  and  all  at 
once  he  is  no  more  than  the  Sun  i  but  then  the 
Rays  of  his  Afped  are^fo  many  precious  Ingots, 
that  will  make  our  Infidel  eafy.  He  has  great 
need  of.  it,  fince  he  makes  no  fcruple  of  (hew¬ 
ing  us  the  Bag  and  Stick  of  Diogenes.  ^Tis  true, 
his  Comparifons  are  not  very  philofophical ;  but 
at  that  time  they  were  falhionable.  The  Sun 
was  the  Soul  of  all  witty  Performances ;  it  en¬ 
tered  every  where,  even  into  the  Epiftles  Dedica¬ 
tory.  ’  Malherbe  and  Voiture,  like  the  reft,  dealt 
much  in  Rays,  and  perhaps  wou’d  do  fo  ftill, 
if  Boileau  had  not  ridiculed  that  ill  Tafte  in 
his  firft  Poem  “  Authors  of  that  Age,  fays 
“  Mr.  La  Motte^  with  a  Sneer,  f  oi^ly  to 
give  their  Miftreftes  a  Preheminence  above 
the  Aurora,  or  Sun :  Aim  oft  all  the  Per- 
“  formances  in  Poetry  turn’d  upon  that  To- 
‘‘  pick,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  they  could 
handle  fo  often  an  Expreflion,  which  muft 
‘‘  put  a  Man  out  of  Patience  at  firft  fight. 

An  Appro-  .XXX>/.  The  Adv^ertifement  which  follows 
bation  of  Dedication  of  the  Dialogues,  recommend  s 
logu«?*by Book  as  a  Mafter  Piece,  which  two  Difci- 
manylearn-ples  have  induftrioufly  compiled  from  the  Au- 
ed  Men.  thor’s  Ledures,  to  favour  the  Bookfeller  and 
Puhlick.  Vanini  is  there  named  the  Prince  of 
the  Philofophers  of  his  Time,  and  Ariftotle  rivi^ 
ved :  Unicus  atate  mflra  verus  Philofophorum  Prin- 
ceps  &  Arifioteks  redivivus.  Eminentijjimus  & 
toto  Orbe  clariffiinus  Vir,  Befides,  lie  is  prai- 
fed  in  Greek  and  Latin  Verfes,  One  George  Cer¬ 
tain,  a  Phyfician  at  Paris^  makes  no  Difficiilty 

*  Dilcou!^  ail  Roy.  Boileau-  Tom.  i. 

•{■  La  Motto  Difcouis  fur  la  Poelie.  Tom,  i. 
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to  afcribe  him  a  great  (hare  of  Senfe,  a  fuperl- 
or  Capacity  in  Reafoning  ^  and  the  Laurel  a- 
bove  all  Italian  Writers. 


Vaninus^  w  mente  fotens  Sophiaqm  Magifter 
MaximuSy  Italia  decus  O'  nova  Gloria  Gentis, 


*Tis  difficult  to  comprehend,  how  any  Do(9:ors 
and  Poets,,  at  PariSy  were  bold  enough  to  approve, 
and  praife  fuch  Dialogues,  with  fo  much 
Proftitution.  Was  it  Ignorance  ?  Was  it  Ma¬ 
lice?  fays  Mr.  de  la  Crofe;  Ignorance  from  the 
(ide  of  the  Divines,  and  Malice  from  the  Po- 
ets*.  You’ll  fee.  Sir,  from  the  Character  I 
am  going  to  give  you  of  the  Book,  that  the  Re¬ 
flections  of  that  learned  Man,  were  not  with¬ 
out  Ground. 

XXXVI.  If  by  the  Ainphitheatre,  he  had  inDe%n  of 
view  to  make  Atheifts  Philofophers,  I  doubt 
not  but  by  his  Dialogues,  he  propofed  to  makea|ej>eVa? 
profane  Men  Atheifts,  and  to  hurry  them  into  Idea  of  the 
Debauchery,  after  having  given  ’em  a  Diftike  to 
Religion  i  I'he  Conclufion  of  the  Book  is 


Perdutto  e  tutto  it  tempo 
Che  in  Amar  non  Ji  fpende. 

All  the  Time  is  loft  which  is  not  fpent  in  Love. 

He  reafons  there  but  very  little  on  matters 
of  Religion,  he  rails  continually,  and  fome- 

*  Garaffe  takes  off  the  difficulty  in  his  Doctrine  Curieufe, 

p.  998.  I  muft  here  dilcover  his  raving  Defpair - in  as 

much  as  we  know  this  pernicious  Atheift,  after  he  had  obtain¬ 
ed  the  Privilege  and  Approbation  of  the  Doffors,  he  malicioufly 
changed  his  Defign,  and  put  in  the  Prefs,  inftead  of  what  they 
had  feen,  this  imperfect  Scheme  of  Atheifm,  and  what  is  ftill 
worfe,  put  to  the  Front  of  it  a  Title,  which  wou*d  not  have 
pafsM  under  the  Seal  of  France,  or  the  Pens  of  the  Doftors, 
it  they  had  look’d  thofe  Words  in  the  Face.  De  admirandis 
nMHTA  Remind  Stc. 
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times  in  a  fliocking  manner,  without  taking  the  . 
trouble  of  covering  his  Impieties. 

The  whole  Work  is  divided  into  Four  Parcs, 
which  all  make  fixty  Dialogues.  The  ift  Part 
contains  fourteen  of  them,  treating  of  the  Sun,  its 
Figure,  Colour,  its  firft  Mover,  its  Poles,  and 
Eternity  :  Of  the  Stars,  of  Fire,  of  Comets, 
of  the  Rainbow,  of  the  Thunder  and  Light¬ 
ning,  of  Snow,  Rain,  Motion  and  Reft ;  of  Gun¬ 
powder,  Air  and  its  Corruption.  The  4th, 
5th,  and  (5th  contain  moft  impious  Sentiments. 

The  2d  Parc  is  compofedof  thirteen  Dialogues, 
chiefly  upon  that  part  of  Natural  Philofophy, 
regarding  the  Earth  and  Water.  Cardan  and 
Ariftotle  are  there  copied  every  where. 

The  3  d  contains  twenty  three  Dialogues,  where 
he  examines  every  thing  regarding  the  Generati¬ 
on  of  Animals,  and  the  different  Paftions  of  Men. 

Laftly,  The  4th  has  but  ten  Dialogues  upon 
the  Religion  of  the  Heathens,  which  he  abufes 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  appears  one  may  at¬ 
tack  the  Chriftian  Religion,  under  pretence  of 
confuting  the  Pagans.  Here  he  difcovers  his 
Venom  very  openly,  both  upon  the  Oracles,  the 
Miracles,  the  Gift  of  divers  Tongues  to  the 
Apoftles,  and  the  Paradife  and  Hell.  Afterwards 
he  finifhes  deploring  the  Time  one  loofes  with¬ 
out  loving,*  fubmitting  at  the  fame  time  his  Book 
to  the  Examination  and  Judgment  of  the  Holy 
See.  You’ll  excufe  me.  Sir,  for  not  following 
him  here  Step  by  Step :  My  Letter  wou’d  fwell 
too  much,  and  be  too  tedious  to  you.  I  ftiall 
content^  my  felf  with  giving  you  an  Abridg¬ 
ment  of  his  Syftem,  in  regard  to  Religion. 

’  . . Longa  eft  materia^  longa. 

Ambages,  fed  fumma  fequar  faftigia  rerum.  * 

Virg,  i^^neid.  Lib.  i. 
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XXXVII.  Firft,  no  body  can  deny  his  be-^«  feems 
ing  a  Materialist^  which  is  what  we  now-a-daysj®^^^/^^'*" 
call  a  SpinoSfte, 

In  refuting  Pomponatiusj  who  held,  that  cer¬ 
tain  Intelligences  mov’d  the  Heavens,  he  con¬ 
cludes  his  Reafoning  againft  him  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  “  If  God  (fays  he)  is  the  caufe  of  all 
things,  and  if  he  is  omniprefent,  Where  is, 

I  befeech  you,  the  neceffity  of  your  Intelli¬ 
gences  ?  If  his  Omnipotence  is  much  more 
than  fufficient  to  have  created  the  Heavens, 
and  adorn’d  them  with  admirable  Ingenuity, 
without  the  Interpofition  of  any  Creature, 
why  will  you  have  it,  he  cannot  move  them 
without  their  Alliftance  ?  ” 

Would  you  not  fay.  Sir,  it  is  the  force  of 
Truth  makes  him  thus  fpeak  ?  But  hold,  be  not 
deceived :  A  little  while  after,  Alexander  re¬ 
fumes  the  Difcourfe,  and  by  the  Genius  of 
Pomponatius,  he  conjureth  his  Difciple,  Julius 
Cafa/y  to  declare  unto  him  openly  his  Thoughts 
concerning  the  firft  Mover  of  the  Heavens. 

P^antni  yields  to  his  Requeft,  and  utters  this 
Confeflion.  *  Had  1  not  been  educatedy  fays  he,  He  fays  the 

in  the  Schools  of  Chriftians,  I  would  affert^  that  the 

•  A  '  1  ’j/*  7-*  rieaven  is 

Heaven  is  an  Animaly  mov  a  by  its  own  borm  j 

which  is  its  Soul:  But  perceiving  himfelf  too  for¬ 
ward  in  his  Affertion,  he  adds,  becaufe  a  Scru¬ 
pulous  Piety  hath  fAz^ed  the  Understandings  of  Some 
PerSonSy  and  hinders  them  from  attributing  a  Soul y 

to  the  IVorldy  What  dare  we  then  freely  prof  efs - ? 

PShis  (continues  he)  ifhat  the  Mafs  of  HeaveUy 
which  is  globular y  is  niov^ d  fpl^^'t'ioallyy  by  its  oven 
Form. 

Were  I  not  a  Chriftiany  (fays  he  in  another  chrifHan,^ 

place)  t  1  flooud  embrace  that  OpinicUy  cf  the  Eter-  he  would 

conclude 

~  ,  '  for  the  E- 
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nity  of  the  Worlds  hecaufe  I  can  find  m  Origin  of 
Mountains,  The  Foundation  of  his  Athcifm  is 
very  particular,  he  cannot  difcover  the  Origin 
of  Mountains,  as  of  Republicks  ;  therefore 
the  World  is  Eternal.  *Tis  pity  he  did 
not  live  in  this  our  Age,  when  Dr.  T,  Burnet 
would  have  taken  him  out  of  that  Difficulty, 
by  his  Syftem  of  the  Caufes  and  EfFe<9:s  of  the 
Deluge,  fo  excellently  treated  of  in  that  inge¬ 
nious  Work.  * 

A  little  lower  he  fets  forth  the  fame  Impiety, 
as  the  Opinions  of  the  antient  Philofophers : 
For  according  to  them,  (fays  he)  but  efpeci- 
ally  t  Pltito  and  Ariftotle,  the  World  is  Eter- 

as  well  ^^1 - Wherefore  the  Cuftoms  and  Rites 

im  e  .  <c  j^ggj^  repeated 

above  one  hundred  thoufand  millions  of 
times,  and  will  be  again  as  often  as  they 
have  been.  Nothing  is  new  under  the  Sun, 
and  this  Viciffitude  being  Eternal,  its  Caufe 
muft  be  fo  likewife:  Now  this  Caufe  can  be 
fought  for  but  in  the  Cseleftial  Bodies  in  God 
and  the  Intelligences;  therefore  it  is  by 
the  Influence  of  Cseleftial  Bodies,  guided  by 
Intelligences,  appointed  by  God,  that  Laws 
take  their  Rife,  Increafe,  and  their  End. 

He  makes  Proceeding  a  little  farther,  he  intirely  throws 
a  God  of  Veil,  and  calleth  Nature  a  Faculty  of 

ancl'neJxr- or  rather,  God  himfelf  defining  it  by  Mo- 
rhelefs  ^vtion,  apologifing  for  the  Faults  or  Imperfedions, 
Jowsitim-  vvhich  are  found  in  it  by  the  Example  of  an  Ar-- 
pir  ed.  fifcer,  who  having  grofs  and  diforderd  'matter  to 
work  upon,  cannot  fucceed  to  make  it  perfeSl,  In 
like  manner,  fays  he.  Nature  having  Jound  fuch 
kind  of  matter,  produces  every  thing  imperfeEl, 
Here  is  then  a  God,  dull  and  unadive :  A  firft 
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Caufe  full  of  ImperfeSion.  It  finds  out  a  dif- 
orderM  and  irregular  matter  to  work  upon, 
and  this  matter  is  no  other  than  itfelf ;  and 
hence  is  the  Origin  of  moral  and  phyfical 
Evil  cunningly  difcoverM.  But  let  us  hearken 
again  to  our  Atheift. 

In  what  Religion  (fays  Alexander)  have  the  He  treats 
ancient  Philofophers  adorM  God  ?  “  In  the 
“  ligionof  Nature  only,  (replies  which  pure  hu- 

Nature  is  itfelf  that  God,  fince  it  only  is  the  manlnven- 
Origin  of  the  Motion  imprefsM  in  the  Souls 
of  all  Men.  All  other  Religions,  according  to 
thofe  ancient  Sages,  were  but  lilufions ;  not  occafioned 
“  forg’d  by  any  good  or  evil  Genius’s,  (for  they  the  firft 
never  believ’d  there  were  any  fuch  Beings)  ° 

“  bnc  by  Princes  and  Magifirates,  in  order  to 
curb  their  People ;  and  fomented  by  ambiti- 
ous  and  covetous  Priefts,  which,  inftead  of 
true  and  real  Miracles,  to  confirm  its  Veraci- 
ty,  made  ufe  of  certain  Scriptures,  the  Ori- 
ginals  of  which  are  no  where  to  be  found ; 
and  of  which  the  Rewards  and  Punifhments 
‘‘  regard  but  another  Life,  fearing  that  the 
Impofture  (hou’d  be  too  early  difeover’d  in 
this.  For,  added  they,  Whoever  return’d 
from  thence?  Thus  it  is,  the  Vulgar  is  kept 
“  in  Slavery,  by  the  pretended  dread  of  a  fu- 
preme  Being,  that  Beholds  all  things;  and 
will  Reward  and  Punilh.  Lucretius^  the  Epi-^ 
curean,  hath  fung  this  Truth. 

*  Fear,  in  this  Wor)d,  hath  firfl:  occafion’d 
Gods.  ”  Such  is  the  Religion  of  Julius  Gc- 

jar  Vanini^  and  the  impious  Syftem  from 
whence  Sfinofa^  and  all  the  other  Infidels  of 
our  Age,  have  extraded  their  Opinions.  And 

*  Vanini  is  miftaken,  it  is  not  Lucretius  hath  faid  this,  it  is 
Tetroniusy  in  the  Fragments  we  have  remaining  of  his.  Sec 
Mr.  Bur  mans  Betronms*  P.  6j6» 

there 
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there  is  a  Manufcript  in  Holland j  among  the 
Curious,  in  which  the  above  PafTage  is  often 
repeated :  So  greatly  hath  it  dazled  fuperfi- 
cial  Minds. 

A  fhort  XXXVIII.  But  what  is  that  Nature,  * 

Anfwer  thus  put  for  the  Wife  God?  (fays  a  judicious 

Journalift)  Is  it  an  univerfal  Nature,  that 
ihofe  expands  irfelf  in  all  Creatures,  and  makes 

confound  them  what  they  are  ?  If  fo,  that  Nature 

muft  be  intelligent,  fince  it  communicates  In- 
telligence  to  certain  Creatures :  And  this  fs 
exadly  the  God  we  adore,  omniprefent  to  all 
Beings,  and  their  foie  Creator.  If  by  that 
Nature  they  under/Iand  tlte  particular  Na- 
ture  of  each  j'udicial  Being,  and  which  is 
not  feparate  from  the  Being  itfelf,  we  ask, 
Who  is  the  Author  of  thofe  particular  Na- 
tures  ,*  are  they  Eternal,  or  do  they  produce 
'  themfelves?  They  are  not  the  former,  fince 
the  lame  with  thofe  Beings,  we  perceive,  are 
brought  forth  and  die ;  and  to  fay  they  are 
the  latter,  is  a  monftrous  Abfurdity.  If 
they  further  affert,  that  thofe  particular  Na- 
“  tures,  are  diftind  from  thofe  Beings,  in 
which  they  inhere,  and  to  whom  they  give 
Being :  We  ask  again.  Have  they  any  Idea 
of  thofe  Natures?  If  they  have  not,  they 
know  not  that  they  fay.  And  if  they  have, 
let  them  be  fo  good  as  to  communicate  it  to 
us;  then  we  fhall  make  it  eafily  appear, 
they  muft  neceflarily  recur  to  a  fupreme  in- 
telligent  Principle.  ”  This  is  an  Argument 
often  made  ufe  of  againft  thofe  Atheifts,  and 
which  we  muft  not  ceafe  repeating,  until  they 
have  produc’d  new  Cavils.  They  perpetually 
afiirm,  it  is  Nature  made  all  things  -  but  what 
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do  they  really  mean  by  that  Nature  ?  Let  them 
but  give  us  a  clear  and  diftind  Idea  of  it ;  let 
them  inform  us  how  the  various  parts  of  mat¬ 
ter  became  organis’d  of  themfelves  ?  How 
they  can  think,  and,  in  ibort,  how  they  are 
depriv’d  of,  or  lofe  -that  Faculty  of  Think¬ 
ing  ?  Let  them  but  cooly  perufe  the  laft  of  the 
*  Bilhop  of  Camhray^s  Works,  and  unfold  to  us, 
if  they  can,  the  Mechanifm  of  the  World,  with-” 
out  the  Suppofition  of  an  alLwife  Atheift. 

Vaniniy  without  the  leaf!:  (hadow  -of  Proof, 
dogmatically  alferts,  that  all  Religions  are  the 
Inventions  of  Princes.  But  this  is  what  he  could 
not  fay  of  the  Chrillian,  fince  all  the  Remains 
of  antient  Hiftory  confpire  to  difprove  him. 

He  tells  us,  the  Originals  of  our  Scriptures  are  no 
where  to  be  found  ;  As  if  that  prov’d  any  thing 
againft  thofe  we  polfefs,  or  that  innumerable 
and  authentick  Copies  are  not  of  the  fame 
Force  and  Value,  in  hiftorical  matters,  as  the 
Originals  themfelves.  The  Proraifes  and  Threats 
in  the  Gofpel,  relate  chieBy  to  a  future  State, 
it’s  true  ,*  yet  it  doth  not  from  thence  follow, 
but  that  the  Wicked  are  often  chaftis’d  and  pu- 
nifti’d  in  this;  as  Vanini,  and  feveral  others. 

XXXIX.  Have  you  a  mind  to  know,  Sir,  Origin  of 
what  are  his  Thoughts  concerning  the  Origin  of  Mankind, 
Mankind?  This  again,  is  a  troublefome  Preci-^^^®^*^'”? 
pice,  in  the  way  of  thofe  Infidels ;  nor  do  they  ° 
indeed,  know  how  to  efcape  it ;  they  are  drove, 
about  this  matter,  into  difficult  Straights  :  It  is 
here  they  abandon  their  Reafon,  and  talk  ex¬ 
travagantly.  “  Men  fprang  forth  like  Muffi- 
rooms  (fay  they).  5Va//i^j  imagines 'the  opinion  of 

“  firft  Man  was  brought  forth  out  of  the  Slime 
of  the  Earth  (fays  Vanini  f )  but  if  fo,  ob- 

*  Demonft.  of  the  Exift.  of  God,  ad  Edit.  Paris. 
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ferves  Alexander^  how  doth  it:  happen,  thaf 
in  five  hundred  thoufand  Years,  fince 
which,  the  World  hath  form’d  itfelf,  (ac- 
cording  to  that  Atheift)  there  has  been 
none  brought  forth  in  that  manner?  Ne- 
verthelels,  he  is  not  the  only  (replies  Va- 
nim)  who  hath  taken  that  Story  for  Truth, 
and  is  aflur’d,  that  by  the  concurrence,  of  the 
The  fame^'  Stars  it  is  very  pradicable  "'■■■  '■  and  this  is 
with  that^'  the  Opinion  of  Car  dams :  He  pretends,  that 
ot  Curdm-  as  the  fmaller  Animals,  Mice,  and  Fifhes, 
nm.  produc’d  by  Putrefadion,  it  is  very  prob- 

able,  that  the  greater  Animals,  and  even  all 
in  general,  are  deriv’d  from  them  alfo.  A 
handfome  Method  of  reafoning,  (replies  Alex¬ 
ander)  a  Moufe  may  be  brought  forth  out  of 

putrefadion,  therefore  a  Man  may  alfo - - ! 

Are  there  not  now  fufficient  heaps  of  Filth 
and  Slime  ?  Why  then  is  there  not  fometimes 
a  Horfe,  fometimes  an  Ox  produc’d  from  it  ? 
That’s  right,  (fays  Vanini)  but  Diodorus  Si- 
clus  relates,  that  in  a  certain  part  of  the  Nile^ 
where  it  overflows,  leaving  behind  it  as  it 
were  a  Bed  of  Mudy  which  as  foon  as  it  is 
heated  by  the  Sun,  there  are  produc’d  from 
it,  Animals  of  a  monftrous  Size.  That’s 
well,  (fays  Alexander)  but  as  for  me,  I  could 
never  fubfcribe  to  fuch  a  Lye. 

This  is  not  all.  Vanini  refumes  the  Difcourfe," 
and  goes  on,  faying,  “  Others  have  dream’d^ 

Fancies  taken  his  Origin 

fomeAthe-^^  from  Mud,  putrified  by  the  Corruption  of  cer- 
iftsaboutit/^  tain  Monkeys,  Swine,  and  Frogs;  and  thence, 
(they  fay)  proceeds  the  great  Refemblance 
there  is  betwixt  our  Flefh  and  Propenfions, 
and  thofe  of  thofe  Creatures.  Other  Athe- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


f  Dial.  ihid. 


« 


( e 


cc 


cc 


(C 


cc 


IC 


<c 


<c 


<c 


cc 


«c 


Life  of  Lucilio  VlNiNii 

theifts  more  mild  have  thought  that  none 
but  the  j^thiopians  are  produced  from  aRkc! 
of  Monkeys,  becaufe  the  fame  degree  of 
heat  is  found  in  both.  Truly  (replies 
le%ander)  I  wonder  thatthofe  People  can  dif- 
pute  the  excellency  of  Man  above  other 
Creatures,  when  they  behold  the  uprightnefs 
of  his  Strudure.  Well !  (anfwers  Vanint) 

Atheifts  cry  out  to  us  continually,  that  the 
firft  Men  went  upon  all  four  as  ocher  Beafts,  If  firf! 
and  ’tis  by  Education  only,  they  have  changed 
this  Cuftom,  which,  neverthelefs  in  their ^ 
old  Age  returns  again.  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  fee  the  Experiment  (fays  Alexander)  If  a 
Child  juft  born,  and  brought  up  in  a  Fo- 
reft,  (hould  walk  upon  all  four.  But  let  us 
abandon  thofe  Deliriums  to  Atheifts,  and 
hold  to  the  Rules  prefcribed  by  our  Faith. 

Is  it  poffible  in  fo  fraall  a  fpace  to  heap  to¬ 
gether  iuch  wretched  Nonfenfe !  The  forma*’ 
tion  of  Animals  attributed  to  Putrefadion,  the 
corruption  of  other  Creatures  or  the  pofition 
of  the  Stars,  and  amongft  the  reft,  the  JEthio^ 
plans  to  the  race  of  Monkeys;  however,  if  he 
had  faid,  that  the  firft  Monkey  was  brought 
forth  by  a  Devil  and  a  She-Moor,  that  might 
have  been  more  likely ;  but  it  fhould  be  con- 
fider’d  an  JEthiopian  hath  Reafon,  a  Monkey 
hath  none,  and  that  no  Being  can  communi¬ 
cate  to  another,  what  it  hath  not  itfelf.  And 
what  do  you  think  Sir,  of  thofe  Men  who 
walked  upon  all  four,  and  now  their  Defcen- 
dants  upon  two?  It  is  certain,* it  is  by  Indus¬ 
try  and  Education,  for  if  a  Child  was  brought 
up  in  a  Wood,  he  would  undoubtedly  live  aS 
the  Monkeys  and  Bears ;  and  in  that  Cafe 
Experience  might  make  for  Vanini,  A  Man 
of  Credit  aifured  me,  that  there  was  found 
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in  Denmark^  a  young  Man  of  about  fourteen 
or  fifteen  Years  old,  who  lived  in  the  Woods 
with  the  Bears, and  who  could  not  be  diftinguifli- 
ed  from  them  but  by  his  Shape.  They  took 
him,  and  learned  him  to  fpeak;  he  faid  then, 
he  could  remember  nothing  but  only  fince  the 
time  they  took  him  from  amongft  the  Bears. 
But  whence  comes  that  Induftry  equally  a- 
mongft  all  People  of  the  Univerfe?  Why  is 
there  not  fome  Ifland,  fome  Trad,  where  Men 
now  walk  upon  all  four  ?  Why  are  they  at  pre- 
fent  all  Bipedes?  There  can  be  given  but  one  of 
thefe  two  Reafons;  either  becaufe  that  God 
created  him  in  that  Pofture,  in  which  he  hath 
preferved  himfelf  in  an  uninterrupted  Tradi¬ 
tional  Education,  or  becaufe  that  fuch  is  the  ve¬ 
ry  Nature  of  his  Being,  and  that  that  Induftry 
which  Vanini  attributes  to  him  is  natural  and 
eflential. 

XL.  What  he  adds  concerning  the  Power  of 
Man  above  other  Creatures  is  alio  as  impious 
bLn^form- for  me,  (fays  Alexander)  I  always  believed 
ed  to  go- that  Man  had  been  made  to  mafter  and  govern 
vernBrutes  Brutes.  How  (replies  Vanini)  dare  you  fay  that 
Man  can  mafter  a  Bafilisk  ?  Yes,  (anfwers 
lexander)  and  fometimes  kills  him  ;  and  the 
Bafilisk  fometimes  kills  the  Man  (replies  Ju- 
lius);  and  where  is  that  Man  that  ever  framed 
a  Republick  for  the  Government  of  Bafilisks, 
Bees,  Swallows  or  Eagles?  Truly  though 
Man  can  fometimes  catch  them,  he  is  oftner 
yet  caught  by  them.  The  Crocodile  know- 
eth  well  how  to  prey  on  thofe  who  drink 
along  the  Nile^  fecuring  them  in  the  wind- 
ing  of  his  Tail:  And  the  Polypus  fpares  not 
the  Divers’^ 
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V 

To  this  Alexander  judicioufly  anfwers,  That  ^ 
our  Natures  are  no  more  the  fame  (ince  the  NodonTof 
Fall”:  And  Sighs  in  reflefting  ontheFelici  “  Vanini  con- 
ty  of  our  firft  Parents.  Groan  not  (anfwers^^^^sour 
‘‘  thereupon,  Vanini  in  an  ironical  and  pi’ofene 
Manner)  Man  fince  the  Fall  matters  the 
Sheep,  and  could  before  the  Fall,  even  the 
“  Serpent.”  — —  He  paufes  here,  as  if  Alex-- 
ander  interrupted  his  Difcourfe,  who  upon  that, 
tells  him  he  imderflood  what  he  meant,  “  This  I 
will  fay  (fays  "Julius)  O  happy  Crime  that 
has  procured  us  fo  great  a  Redeemer,  for 
now  we  not  only  are  Matters  of  all  Crea- 
tures,  but  we  have  even  the  Angels  for  our 
Inftrudors.  But  let  us  leave  this  I  pray  you 
to  the  antient  Sages  of  the  Sorbome  ,*  let  us 
rather  exert  ourfelves  in  philofophical  Mat- 
ters”.  Thofe  are  fome  of  his  common  Tran- 
fitions,  after  having  fufficiently  derided  the 
Myfteries  of  Chrittianity. 

XLI.  But  nothing  can  come  up  to  his  Im-Hisimpie- 
piety  in  the  Parallel  he  draws  between  the  Em-  fy 
pire  of  God  and  that  of  the  Devil,  I  hefitated!J|f^^pgJ?Jj 
fometime,  whether  I  Ihould  tranfcribe  it  into  God, 
French,  I  determined  at  laft  to  do  it,  upon 
confidering  that  Mr.  Bayle  had  already  as  good 
as  done  it  in  the  Article  of  Xenophanes^  which  is 
no  other  than  an  Illuttration  of  Vanints  Argu¬ 
ments  :  Moreover,  that  it  coincides  with  Mr. 

Bayle  %  chief  Difficulty  concerning  the  Confe- 
quence  of  moral,  and  the  extent  of  phyttcal 
Evil,  but  fuffer  me  for  once  to  ad  contrary 
to  ray  Inclination. 

Exhorrefco  referens ! 

«  Qj^g  infer  from  the  Canon  of  the 
Scriptures  (fays  Vaniniy  perfonatinga  Liber- 
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tine)  that  the  Power  of  the  Devil  is  greater 
than  that  of  God  himfelf.  It  was  againft 
the  Will  of  God  that  Adam  and  Eve  fell, 
and  loft  all  Mankind  ,*  and  even  when  the 
Son  of  God  came  in  the  World,  to  attone 
for  that  Evil,  the  Devil  animating  the  Mind 
of  his  Condemners,  Chrifl  declares,  that  chat 
vjas  his  time  and  the  Power  of  Darknefs^  and 
fo  ends  his  Life  by  a  moft  infamous  Death.* 
One  may  likewife  fay^  that  according  to  thofe 
Scriotures.  the  Will  of  the  Devi!  is  more 
efte^fual  than  that  of  God.  God  wtlh  that 
“  all  Men  fl^otild  be  faved ;  Neverthelefs,  there 
are  few  that  endeavour  it :  The  Devil  will- 
ing  that  all  Men  ftiould  be  damned.  There 
are  an  innumerable  Many.  Amongft  the 
Multitude  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth, 
the  Roman  Catholicks  only  can  be  faved,  if 
from  thefe  you  fubftraft  the  JewSy  hidden 
Herericks,  Atheifts  and  Blafphemers,  Simo- 
nifs,  Adulterers  and  Sodomites,  all  which 
fjall  not  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  fcarce 
can  you  then  find  one  in  a  Million.  In  like 
manner,  under  the  Law  of  Mofes,  all  the 
Univerfe  was  under  the  Power  of  the  Devil : 
The  Hehrezvs  only  excepted,  that  adored  the 
true  Gody  which  were  Inhabitants  of  a  fmall 
Trad,  not  exceeding  the  extent  of  the  Ifland 
of  Great- Britainy  and  who  even  alfo  often 
forfook  his  Worfhip ;  nay,  when  they  moft 
ftoickly  adhered  to  it,  they  were  yet  tor¬ 
mented  by  the  Devil  :  It  is  thus  (adds  he) 
that  Blafphemer  argued. 

Mr.  BayU  Take  the  trouble,  Sir,  to  read  over  again  the 
hasilluHra-  Article  conc^xmes^Xenophanes  in  the  Hijiorical and 
Critical  DiEiionary,  and  yoifll  fee  this  difficulty 
iiluftrared.  Mr.  Bayle  makes  ufe  of  all  his  Rhe- 
torick,  and  without  having  read  our  Atheift,  as 
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It  appears  by  his  Quotations,  he  falls  exadly  in^ 
to  Vanims  Method  of  Reafoning.  ‘‘  My  other 
Obfervation  *  (fays  he  at  the  End  of  his  Ha¬ 
rangue)  is  yet  more  decifive.  The  Catho- 
licks  and  Proteftants  agree  in  this,  that  there 
are  very  few  but  will  be  damned.  They 
fave  but  the  Orthodox  who  live  well  and 
repent  of  their  Sins  at  the  point  of  Death : 

They  do  not  deny  but  an  habitual  Sinner  may 
be  faved  in  cafe  of  a  good  Death-Bed  Repen¬ 
tance  ;  but  yet  they  maintain,  that  nothing  is 
more  fcarce  than  fuch  a  Repentance.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  that  then  it  is  evident,  that  for 
one  Man  faved,  there  may  be  a  Million  damn¬ 
ed  :  Vanims  Expreffion  exadly.  Vix  e  milk 
millihus  unus  eleBus  aderit\  I  can  alfure  you 
Sir,  this  Article  gave  no  fmall  trouble  to  the 
Commiffaries  of  the  Confiftory  of  RotteYdam^ 
who  were  appointed  for  the  Examination  of 
the  Didionary,  as  may  be  feen  by  their  Re- 
gifters.  Confider  alfo,  that  Vanini  no  fooner 
has  given  the  Poifon,  but  he  adminifters  the 
Antidote,  and  anfwers  as  well  as  he  could  to 
the  Libertines  Argument.  But  in  the  Arti¬ 
cle  of  Xenophanes^  there  is  not  the  leaft  anfwer 
attempted  to  that  Objedion,  although  it  is 
urged  with  all  the  Strength  and  Eloquence  the 
Author  was  capable  of.  In  the  mean  time,  this 
Objedion  is  the  fame  as  that  of  moral  Evil 
and  phyfical  Evil,  confidered  both  together  as 
a  necelfary  Confequence  of  the  former. 

I  (hall  then  at  once  anfwer  (to  Vanini  and  all  An  anfwer 
others  who  are  deceived  by  this  Illufion)  that 

*  Hiftorical  and  Critical  Didionary  in  the  Article  of  with  ^this^ 

mphanes  Paf.  3037.  col.  2.  the  difficulty,  which  is  but  obiedion. 

in  Vanini,  is  there  at  large,  the  Author  employing  two  Co-  ^ 
lumns  and  a  half  in  lllurtrating  it,  and  I  thir^k,  with  more 
^ains  than  any  other  part  of  the  Dk^ionary. 

iiod 


70 


‘The  Life  ^fLucitio  Vanin  i. 

God  is  always  the  fupream  Power  and  Mafter, 
although  he  fulFers  the  Devil  to  aft  at  fome 
times,  and  that  it  is  both  confiftent  with  his 
Majefty  and  Perfeftions  fo  to  do :  That  it  is 
not  true,  it  was  contrary  to  the  Will  of  God^ 
that  Adam  and  Eve  fell,  fince  he  permitted  it 
fliould  be  fo.  He  created  them  free,and  conform¬ 
able  to  that  Freedom  they  were  to  Aft:  That 
it  is  falfe  that  all  Nations  except  the  Jews  only, 
were  under  the  Dominion  of  Satan ;  and  that 
it  is  yet  more  falfe,  the  Jews  were  unhappy, 
even  when  they  afted  according  to  the  Will 
of  their  Maker ;  That  it  is  abfurd  to  fay  the 
Devil  contrived  the  Death  of  the  Son  of  God, 
which  is  evidently  demonftrated  in  the  Gofpels, 
by  our  Saviour’s  rejefting  the  Advice  of  St.  Peter, 
as  the  Temptation  of  an  Evil  Spirit,  and  his 
Declaration  of  that  l^ewg  his  Hour  and  power  of 
Darknefs  (ignifying  no  more  than  that  a  liber¬ 
ty  was  given  to  the  Prince  of  Darknefs,  as  that 
to  Pilate,  l^hou  fhouMfl  have  no  power  over  me 
(fays  he  to  him)  were  it  not  given  unto  thee  from 
God !  Further  it  fhould  be  confidered,  it  is 
both  rafh  and  unreafonable  to  determine  as 
fome  do,  that  of  a  Million  of  People  there  will 
be  fcarce  one  faved  ;  that  if  God  wills  that  all 
Men  (hall  be  faved,  it  muft  be  underftood  that 
that  muft  be  in  a  manner  conformable  to  his 
Wifdom  and  worthy  of  the  Caufe  of  Virtue : 
And  if  he  wills  there  fhall  be  few,  it  is  to 
manifeft  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  fuch  a 
Salvation ;  and  in  fhort,  that  it  is  abfurd  and 
imprudent  to  determine  without  a  pofitive 
certainty  that  the  Number  damned  will  be 
greater  than  the  Number  faved,  fince  at  his 
Pleafure  God  can  annihilate  the  Devil  and  all 
his  Conquefts  ;  and  in  the  remaining  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  World  eucreafe  the  Number  of 

the 
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the  Eled  by  the  converfion  of  the  Hereticks,' 

Jews,  Turks  and  Idolaters,  according  to  his 
Predidions,  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea. 

XLIII.  I  have  already  told  you  Sir,  Vanim 
Opinion  concerning  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul,  you  may  fee  it  here  above,  at  the  eighth 
Chapter,  where  I  fpeak  of  Pompnatius  and  and  rails 
Car  dams.  Our  Author  copies  from  them  both  in 
his  Amphitheatre  and  Dialogues,  He  openly  n-jy 
dicules  the  taking  up  of  Elias  into  Heaven,  who  sW 
caft  himfelf  down,  he  fays,  in  fome  Precipice 
to  impofe  upon  the  People,  and  make  them 
think  he  was  fuddenly  taken  up  by  God.  It 
is  true,  he  quotes  this  here  as  from  Cardanus : 

But  repeats  it  as  his  own,  and  after  having 
fpoken  of  Mofes  and  Elias^  of  which  the  A- 
theifts  have  the  fame  Thought,  this  is  the 
Tranfition  he  adds :  But  let  us  abandon  thofe 
trifling  Tales ;  quafo  mittamus  has  negacijjimas 
ahellas 

Notwithftanding  Alexander  is  not  yet  fatis- 
fyM ;  and  intreats  his  beloved  Matter  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  him  his  Opinion,  about  the  Soufs 
Immortality,  to  which  f  Vanini  anfwers,  that 
he  defired  to  be  excufed  from  fo  doing ;  why 
fays  Alexander^  Becaufe  (replies  the  other)  I  He  does  ao^ 
have  vowed  not  to  trouble  myfelf  about  thatj?'"^^^® 
Quettion  until  I  become  old,  rich,  and  a  Ger-  ^rmms, 
man.  I  mutt  tell  you,  it  is  obfervable  he 
never  loved  that  Nation,  uflng  them  very  free¬ 
ly  in  the  whole  of  his  Dialogues.  But  had  Defence  of 
he  lived  in  our  Days,  and  had  the  advantage 
of  knowing  them  better,  I  doubt  not  but  he 
would  have  changed  his  Tone.  Good  Senfe 
ahd  Virtue  are  (^alifications  belonging  to  all 
Nations.  The  late  Qiieen  of  Pruffia  and  her 
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Mother  the  Princefs  Sofhia  Ele^lrefs  Dowa« 
ger  of  Hanover^  of  whom  we  mourn  the  lofs, 
are  perpetual  Monuments  to  vindicate  the 
worth  of  their  Nation,  in  oppofition  to  all  in- 
difcreet  Reflections  of  Strangers.  Father  Bou-~ 
hours^  a  French  Jefuite^  asked  in  one  of  his  Dia¬ 
logues,  if  a  German  could  be  a  Man  of  Senfe? 
But  a  German  in  return,  asked,  if  a  Frenchman 
could  have  Judgment  ?  In  fhort,  the  ConduCt 
of  Vanini  was  very  imprudent,  fince  Bajfom- 
piere^  the  Hero  of  his  Dedication  was  a  German^ 
and  moreover,  a  Man  exceeding  compleat  and 
knowing. 

He  ridicules  XLIV.  He  proceeds  with  abfurd  witticifmsupon 
^  the  Law  of  Mofes :  He  tells  us  he  does  not  love 

o  ojes,  foj.  Qf  fcandalizing  the 

Jews^  he  feldom  or  never  eats  any :  Often  he 
feems  to  infinuate  that  their  Law-Giver,  for¬ 
bad  it  only  out  of  Policy,  it  being  very  pernicious 
to  the  Leprofy;  a  diftemper  they  had  brought 
with  them  out  of  Egypt ^  and  which,  even  nowy 
it  is  pretended  they  are  much  fubjed  to.  He 
likewife  tells  us  the  obfervation  of  thofe  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  proximity  in  Marriage  is  mere 
human  Invention  :  And  further  affirms,  that 
were  the  nigheft  Relations  to  marry  they 
would  fo  relifli  the  fweets  of  it,  that  it  would 
render  them  incapable  of  any  other  Occupa¬ 
tion,  and  that  as  to  the  Crime  he  can  find 
none.  Moreover,  that  the  antient  Patriarchs 
did  lay  with  their  nigheft  Relations,  and  even 
to  this  Day  it  is  pradifed  amongft  the  Per-- 
Jlam  t-  You  fee  he  makes  quick  Work  and 
difpatches  it  in  few  Words.  He  thinks  Mofes 
aCled  wifely  to  eftablifti  Sword-in-hand,  a  new 
Religion,  fince  all  other  Forgers  of  SeCts  that 
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did  not  go  that  way  to  work  have  perifh’d. 

But  let  us  fee  what  he  fays  againft  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  becaufe  1  am  almoft  tired  of  tracing 
fuch  grofs  Impieties. 

XLV.  According  to  him  it  is  founded  in  Sim- His 
plicity.  The  Original  of  the  Scriptures  are  loft ;  Thoughts 
there  is  nothing  certain  in  the  Goipels  :  Its  Pro- 
mifes  and  Threatnings  have  no  relation  to  thisftianRdi- 
Life,  but  that  which  is  to  come  ;  therefore  not  togion. 
be  minded.  The  Miracles  of  j^.  Chrifl^  are  like 
unto  thofe  of  St.  Anthony^  and  St.  Dominick^  and 
likewife  not  to  be  heeded *  *.  As  to  the  Mar-  And  its 
tyrs  for  it,  that  proves  nothing,  fince  Vain  Martyrs. 
Glory  and  Melancholy  (not  Evidence,  and  a 
fincere  Convidion)  were  the  Reafons  of  their 
Suffering,  Befides,  have  not  all  Religions  ' 
(Jewi/h,  Mahometans,  Roman  Catholicks,  and  CaU 
mnifls)  had  their  Confeffors  and  Martyrs.  Read 
(fays  he)  the  Reign  of  Mary  Queen  of  En- 
gland,  and  you’ll  fee  how  many  Proteftants  dar’d 
Death  for  their  Religion.  If  Chriftians  are  fo|^^ 
firm  in  their  Perfuaftons,  it  is  becaufe  St. 
has  had  cunning  enough  to  reprefent  to  them  Compari- 
Marriage,  as  a  Sacrament,  and  an  Image  of  the  about 
Union  of  J.  Chrift  with  his  Church  :  And  is  not  Marriage, 
that  fufficient  to  produce  a  ftubborn  Faith 
He  thinks  there  is  a  good  Reafon  for  the  fame 
Apoftle’s  having  foretold  an  Antichrift,  and  his 
defcribing  him  with  fuch  fcandalous  Marks, 
fince,  upon  confidering  his  Charader,  no  body 
will  be  willing  to  apply  it  to  himfelf ;  fo  thac™^  * 
Chriftianity  will  triumph,  and  remain  fafe  :j:. 

He  alfo  complains,  that  St.  Paul  fhould  have 
prophecy’d  of  that  Antichrift  as  near  his  Time  ; 
fince  there  was  then  paft,  in  his  Days,  XVl 
Centuries :  t  And  that  Predidion  was  not  yec 

— — —  I  lll■l^ll  i  ■  n  - - - 
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accompliOn’d.  He  forgets  thofe  fame  Prote- 
ftantsof  which  he  juft  new  fpoke ;  and  he  will 
not  remember  that  they  have  always  efteem’d 
His  deted-  the  Pope  as  fuch.  From  St.  Paul  he  paffes  over 
able  Irony  Jefus  Chrlft,  of  whom  he  relates  fome  of  his 
Anfwers,  ridiculing  them  by  his  execrable  Iro- 
'Chnn:.  riy  :  Sapienti[ft7na  h^c  funt  Chrifli  aEia  This 
is  the  great  Wifdom  of  Chrift  i  But  it  is  ob- 
jeded,  that  Chrift  offer’d  himfelf  voluntarily  to 
Death :  Which  he  would  not  certainly  have 
done,  had  he  not  been  convinced  of  the  Truth 
of  his  Miflion.  Ay^  t  (fays  Vanini,  perfonating 
an  Atheift)  it  is  the  part  of  a  wife  Man,  to 
defpife  tranfient  and  (hort  Pains,  to  acquire  an 
immortal  Name.  This  is  the  Impiety  which 
he  boafls  of  having  refuted,  in  his  Book  of  the 
Contempt  of  Glory,  f*  Upon  the  Myftery  of  the 
Eucharift  he  is  likewife  profane,  advifing  Ma¬ 
riners,  or  Seafaring  Men,  which  are  generally 
more  fubjed  to  Paffion  than  others,  to  partake 
often  of  that  Holy  Sacrament,  as  an  aflur’d 
Lenitive  for  their  atra  hilarious  Humours. 

His  Opini-  XLVI.  Upon  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  which 
the  Gilr^of  Apoftles  were  endow’d  with  on  JP^oitfundayy 
Tons:ues  he  revives  the' ancient  Accufation  of  the  Jews  i 
which  the  and  for  a  farther  Illuftration  of  it,  makes 
.Apofiles  certain  Platonick  Notions,  which  he  de- 

dowed  rides  in  his  Amphitheatre.  §  Fie  fays  our  Souls 
with.  poffefs  in  themfelves  the  Knowledge  of  all  Lan¬ 
guages  and  Sciences,  fince  they  are  deriv’d 
from  the  Deity  himfelf,  and  partake  of  his  Ef- 
fence  :  But  being  deprefs’d  by  the  Weight  of 
material  Bodies,  they  find  much  the  fame  Re¬ 
finance  in  the  Exertion  of  their  Strength,  as  a 
quick  Fire  clofe  cover’d  with  Afhes.  So  that 
the  Fire  of  our  Underftandings  fhou’d  be 

L.  t  Dial,' 
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ftir’d  up,  if  we  would  have  thofe  thick  and 
grofs  Humours  diflipated,  and  bright  and  pure 
Light  (bine  forth :  That  therefore  all  our  Know¬ 
ledge  is  but  a  kind  of  Memory,  as  Plato  ob- 
ferv’d.  This  being  laid  down,  he  adds,  that: 
when  there  is  a  quick  Ebullition  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  there  refults  a  vehement  Agitation  of 
the  Spirits,  which  being  convey’d  with  Rapidi¬ 
ty  to  the  Brain,  drives  out  as  it  were  the 
Knowledge  of  thofe  different  Tongues,  which 
are  there  hidden,  juft  as  the  Blow  of  one  Flint 
Stone,  makes  a  Spark  of  Fire  fly  out  of  the 
other.  That  it  is  known  from  Experience,  that 
during  the  Dog-days,  a  Perfon  attack’d  with 
a  violent  Fever,  fpeaks  often  Words  of  different 
Tongues,*  and  that  Perfons  having  drank  plen¬ 
tifully  of  good  Wine>  from  flupid  infipid  Com¬ 
panions,  become  eloquent  and  agreeable.  This 
Line  of  Horace  is  not  forgot  * 

Facundi  Calices  quern  non  fecere  difertum : 

That  in  F’hracia  there  was  a  Temple  confecra- 
ted  to  Bacchus^  the  Priefts  of  which  never  pro¬ 
nounced  their  Oracles,  until  they  had  their 
Bellies  well  fill’d  with  that  God  -which  they 

there  ador’d — * - Here  is  a  great  Preparation 

our  Author  makes,  but  to  what  will  it  termi¬ 
nate?  Why,  to  a  grofs  Impiety:  For  there- 
“  fore  (adds  he)  the  antient  Philofophers  hear- 
ing  the  Apoftles  fpeak  in  different  Languages, 
tax’d  them  with  Drunkennefs  ,*  as  St.  Luke 


*  Horace,  Epift.  .  Book  i . 

^utd  non  'Ebrxetcis  dejignat  ?  operta  recludtt 
apes  jubet  ejfe  ratas,  in  prHia  trudit  inermem, 

Sollicttis  mimis  onus  eximit,  addocet  artes. 

F <&cmdi  Calices  tpuem  non  fecere  difertum  ?  • 

La  tells 
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tells  us  in  the  Second  Chapter  of  the  AEis  of 
the  Apoftles/^  But  behold  his  Honefty.  It  is 
probable  there  was  not  one  Philofopher  a- 
mongft  the  Crowd  of  Strangers  of  which  St.  Luke 
fpeaks.  They  were  Men  fearing  God,  who 
embrac’d  Chriftianity,  making  a  juft  amends 
to  the  Apoftles.  And  where  does  he  difcover, 
(I  would  feign  know)  that  Wine  infpires  us 
with  the  Knowledge  of  Tongues,  and  makes 
Men  fpeak  fuch  noble  things  of  God,  and  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  attrad  Admiration?  As- 
for  me,  I  confefs,  I  have  known  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Drunkards,  of  all  forts,  which  yet  could 
fpeak  but  their  Mother  Tongues. 

XLVII.  As  to  the  Refurredion  of  the  Dead, 
and  the  many  Examples  (hewn  him  of  its  Pofli- 
bility,  he  ridicules  the  one  and  the  other;  and 
not  only  the  Chriftians,  but  even  the  Pagans,  who 
believed  that  Dodrine,  and  feemingly  attacks  the 
latter,  with  a  View  to  be  more  fevere  on  the 
former.  *  “  Lucian  would  anfwer  us,  (fays 

“  he)  That  all  thofe  little  Stories  have  been 
invented  by  fome  trifling  Liars  among  the 
“  Greehy  or  hypocritical  Platonicks,  throwing 
them  as  a  Mift  before  the  Eyes  —  — ^  but 
( fays  Alexander)  Plato  has  maintain’d  the  Im- 
mortality  of  the  Soul  againft  many  Philofo- 
‘‘  phers.  It  is  true,  (replies  the  other)  but  he 
“  has  likewife  held  for  the  Immortality  of  the 
“  Soul  of  that  little  Bird  you  fee  in  that  Cage. 
Was  not  Socrates  (replies  Alexander J  a  Man 
of  great  Probity  ?  Yes,  fays  Vanini^  but  he 
“  taught  that  in  a  Republick,  it  was  neceffary 
‘‘  the  V^ulgar  (hould  be  kept  to  their  Duty  by 
fabulous  Prodigies.  Alex.  Neverthelefs  he 
''  died  chearfully,  in  defence  of  Truth,  def- 
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piling  the  Worflilp  of  falfe  Gods,  VaninL 
I  cannot  think  that  it  was  out  of  Zeal  to- 
wards  Religion,*  but  perhaps  to  avoid  the 
“  Contempt  which  the  fear  of  Death  might 
have  drawn  upon  him,  in  an  Age  when 
“  Strength  of  Mind  and  Conftancy  were  fo 
much  admir’d/^  Thus  it  is  that  unworthy 
Pedant  vilifies  an  illuftrious  Philofopher.  We 
lhall  fee  anon,  how  mindful  he  is  of  that  excel¬ 
lent  Morality,  when  he  is  himfelf  in  PrifonJ 
What  (he  adds)  is  yet  more  worthy  the  In-  ^ 
dignation  of  all  true  Friends  to  Socrates,  as  I  Is” 
efteem  my  felf,  judging  of  the  Difpofition  oi  crates. 
that  great  Man  by  his  own.  He  fays,  perhaps 
the  Inquifitorsof  the  Areopagus  would  not  lifteii 
to  his  Recantation.  *Tis  thus  he  cafts  a  Slur 
upon  a  glorious  Life,  crownM  with  a  no  lefs 
heroick  Death,  altho’  he  knows  ^tis  what  none 
of  the  Antients  ever  pretended  to,  and  which  the 
Epicureans,  and  other  Enemies  to  him  and  Plato^ 
would  never  have  forbore  urging  againft  them, 
had  there  been  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Truth  in  it. 

Politickly  fpeaking,  Atheifts  Ihould  not  ftoplmpm- 
at  fuch  like  Conjedures,  for  if  that  Method 
Ihould  happen  once  to  be  in  uie,  tis  then  Chri-  Conjec- 
ftian  Philofophers  may  fufficiently  annoy  them  tures. 
with  whole  Volleys  of  Perhaps^s,  and  that  fo 
effedually,  as  to  blemilh  their  mofi:  fpecious 
and  innocent  Adions  :  And,  in  fhort,  to  con- 
fider  it  well,  Conjedure  for  Conjedure,  upon 
whom  can  they  more  naturally  fall  ?  On  Men 
perfuaded  of  the  Exiftence  of  a  fupreme  God, 
Witnefs  and  Judge  of  our  fecret  Thoughts  and 
Aftions,  who  has  in  his  Power  only  the  Right 
of  Rewarding  or  punifhing;  or  on  thofe  who 
thinking  themfelves  Independants  in  Nature,  and 
empower’d  to  trample  under  foot  Religion  op- 
prefs’d,  have  fhaken  off  the  Burthen  of  a  pre¬ 
tended 
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lieves  nei¬ 
ther  Geni¬ 
us’s,  Dse- 
xnons,  nor 
Oracles. 


tended  Governor,  and  thus  qualify ’d  themfelves 
to  fatisfy,  without  the  leaft  Remorfe,  their  fa¬ 
vourite  Paffions,  tho^  perhaps  not  always  thofe 
confpicuous  and  open,  as  Gluttony,  Drunken- 
nefs,  and  Wantonnefs,  &c.  But  yet  fuch  which 
are  not  lefs  pernicious  and  deftrudive  to  Society, 
tho^  often  hidden,  as  Pride,  Malice,  Contempt, 
Anger,  Vengeance,  and  Perfidioufnefs. 

XL VIII.  Paniniy  after  having,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  calumniated  Socratesy  ridicules  the  good 
and  evil  Genius’s.  He  examines  the  Queftion 
concerning  Daemons  and  Oracles.  As  to  the 
former,  he  believes  there  are  no  fuch  Beings ; 
and  condemns  Plato  for  having  introduc’d  them 
without  Teftimony.  *  There  are  no  Reafons 
(fays  he)  to  convince  us  that  there  are  either 
good  or  evil  Genius’s,  either  beyond,  or  on 
this  frde  the  Moon,*  it  is  mere  human  Fancy 
hath  inv^ented  them.  But  fays  Alexandevy  there 
are  Magicians,  and  Necromancers,  that  be¬ 
witch  People.  II  credere  e  di  corteJtUy  to  believe 
that  is  only  out  of  good  manners,  anfwers  Va- 
nini.  But  that  they  perform  any  thing  by 
“  the  Mediation  of  Devils,  I  cannot  think, 
‘‘  fince  I  believe  the  Exiftence  of  Devils  but  by 
the  Perfuafions  of  Religion :  But  I  had  ra- 
‘‘  ther  afcribe  thofe  Effeds  to  natural  Caufes.  ” 
Alexander y  not  yet  fatisfied,  asks  how  the  Egyp^ 
tian  Magicians  wrought  fo  many  Prodigies  be¬ 
fore  Pharao :  But  this  Difficulty  does  not  puzzle 
our  Vanini,  ‘‘Thofe  Philofophers  (fays  he)‘ 
“  which  deny  the  Exiftence  of  Daemons,  defpife 
“  the  Hehrevo  Annals.  CardanuSy  neverthelefs, 
“  tells  us,  it  is  very  probable  that  thofe  Im- 
“  poftors,  by  the  vehement  Strength  of  their 
“  defiring  Frogs,  brought  the  Tafte  of  them  into 


*  Dial.  480, 


■“  their 


7P 


T[he  Life  of  liUciLioVANiNi. 

their  Mouths,  and  that  the  Spittle  thereof  pro* 
ducM  chofe  Qeatures.  For,  adds  that  pro- 
found  Naturalift,  as  we  find  that  in  Summer, 
from  a  Drop  of  Water,  is  brought  forth  a 
Frog,  why,  in  like  manner,  may  they  not 
“  come  forth  from  the  Spittle ;  fo  much  the  ra- 
ther,  fince  it  is  aflifted  with  the  Powers  of  the 
‘‘  Soul.  I  affure  you.  Sir,  that  Vanims  Book 
is  full  of  fuch  wretched  Nonfenfe,  and  it  is  fuch 
Traih,  we  dearly  buy  and  fludy :  The  fame  time 
we  negleft  the  Reading  and  Meditation  of 
Numbers  of  much  more  excellent  Things. 

Our  Atheift  is  more  reafonable  in  fpeaking  Opinions 
of  the  heathenilh  Oracles :  Firfl;  he  applies  them  concerning 
to  the  Devils,  then  he  attributes  them  to  Va- 
pours  of  the  Earth,  after  that  to  the  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Stars;  and  laftly,  after  having 
reafon’d  thus  at  random,  he  falls  in  with  the 
Opinion  of  the  late  Mr.  Vandale,  who  imagined 
them  nothing  elfe  than  the  Effedls  of  Illufion 
and  Impofture.  You  know.  Sir,  this  Opinion 
is  not  new.  The  Epicureans  conftantly  ridicul’d 
them.  Chryjippus  *  compil’d  a  large  Volume  of  That  of 
them  ;  but  Cicero  divided  all  their  pretended  di-  chryfippus^ 
vine  Anfwers  into  four  Clalfes,  as  he  tells  us, 
towards  the  End  of  his  Second  Book  of  Divina- 
tion. 

But  now  I  come  unto  thee, 

‘‘  Divine  Apollo,  voho  didfl  dwell  on  Earth  helow^ 

To  caufe  the  fatal  Voice  of  Priefieffes  to  flow, 

for  Chryfippus  hath  fill’d  a  large  Volume  con- 
cerning  your  Oracles,  fome,  as  I  believe, 
falfe,  and  others  fortuitoufly  become  true,  as 
it  often  happens  in  common  Portents,  the 
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others  fo  confus’d  and  obfcure,  that  the  In- 
terpretation  doth  want  another  Interpreter  to 
unfold,  and  even  the  Chance  itfelf  another 
Chance ;  and  again,  others  fo  ambiguous, 
‘‘  that  we  fhould  refer  them  to  an  able  Logici- 
an  to  underftand  them.  As  that  fet  forth  to 
one  of  the  moft  opulent  Kings  of 

Croefus  crojjing  the  Halys,  Jhall  overthroix)  a 
mighty  Power, 

He  thought  indeed,  he  (hould  overthrow  the 
Power  of  his  Enemies,  but  he  was  overthrown 
himfelf.  Cicero  mentions  many  others,  which  muft 
have  ruin’d  the  Credit  of  Apollo.  Lucian^  who  has 
wrote  fince,  laugh’d  at  the  whole  Paganilh  Sy- 
ftem  of  Religion,  not  excepting  even  their  O- 
The  Pri-  racles.  The  Primitive  Chriftians,  tho’  fuffici- 

knowing  in  the  Arguments  of  Cicero  and 
n  lans.  without  greater  Inquiry  into  the  Rife 

and  Origin  of  thofe  Foretellers  of  Fate,  chofe 
rather  to  attribute  them  to  the  Power  of  the 
Devil,  than  to  the  Impofition  of  the  Priefts,  be- 
*caufe,  by  fo  doing,  they  had  a  better  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  exalting  the  Power  of  Chrift  and  his 
Gofpel,  which,  maugre  the  Devil  and  his  Super- 
ftitlon,  eftablifli’d  itfelf  over  all  his  Empire. 
Vanini.  Vanini^  who  rejeded  the  Gofpel,  holds  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  Epicurus  and  Lucian^  and  treats  the 
of  Father  others  as  Cheats  and  Illufions.  Father  Tomaffin^ 
Toma^IJin.  who  perfedly  underftood  antient  heathenifli 
Antiquity,  thought  that  the  true  Religion 
would  fuffer  no  great  Lofs,  by  allowing  that 
thofe  pretended  diiune  Oracles  were  nothing 
eUe  than  Impoffure  ;  this  he  tells  us  plainly, 
in  his  Method  of  fludying  the  Poets  in  a  Chriflian 
Mr.  Vandaky  Phyfician  at  Harlem^ 


Van 
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and  an  Anabaptift,  was  the  firft  among  the 
Moderns  who  dar^d  break  the  Ice,  and  by  a 
defign^d  Treatife,  deprive  the  Devil  of  the  Cre« 
dit  of  thofe  Oracles  he  had,  during  Chriftianity, 
fo  long  enjoy’d.  You  may  find  an  Abftrad  of 
his  Book,  in  the  Firft  Volume  of  Noiivelks  de 
la  Rep,  des  Lettres,  wrote  by  Mr.  Bayk,  Mr, 
Pontenelle^  found  it  fo  well  ftored  with  Eru« 
dition  and  good  Reafoning,  that  he  has 
not  thought  it  unworthy  of  illuftrating  and 
beautifying  it  in  the  French  Tongue,  as  may 
be  feen  in  his  Hi  ft.  des  Oracles^  which  has  novv 
been  publilbed  above  twenty  eight  Years,  and 
which  affords  that  Satisfaction  in  Reading,  that 
a  Perfon,  even  of  a  contrary  Opinion^  muft  be 
pleafed  with  it.  One  would  have  thought  that 
after  fo  long  and  univerfal  an  Approbation 
of  that  excellent  Treatife,  it  was  attacking 
the  common  Sentiments  of  all  Men,  and  ex- 
pofing  himfelf  to  an  undoubted  defeat  in  pre¬ 
tending  to  find  fault  with  it.  Notwithftand- 
ing  Father  Baltus  a  Jefuit  of  Strasbourg  did  not 
mind  its  eftablifhed  Reputation,  but  being  full 
of  the  Writings  of  the  Fathers^  he  could  not 
fuffer  the  leaft  Attempt  ftiould  be  made  to 
combat  Opinions,  which  they  fo  clearly  em¬ 
braced,  and  which  appears  in  them  as  the 
chief  Glory  of  the  Chriftian  Faith:  He  has 
therefore  dedicated  to  Mr.  de  Fontenelle  himfelf,^ 
a  reply  to  his  Hift.  des  Oracles^  in  which  he 
gravely  and  ferioufly  endeavours  to  refute  him, 
placing  him  at  variance  with  all  the  Chriftian 
Antiquity,  and  even  his  own  Church,  which 
hath  adopted  from  thence  what  Notions  ftie 
thought  convenient,  Mr.  de  Fontenelle.^  then  im- 
ployed  with  his  Hifloire  de  V Academie  Royale,  did 
not  think  fit  to  interrupt  the  ftudy  of  Nature, 
and  the  annals. of  his  Academy,  to  examine 
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the  reafoning  and  quotation  of  the  Jefuit ;  and 
which  would  have  brought  him  again  in  a  Path 
he  had  forfaken  on  account  of  its  Cragginefs. 
Upon  which  a  Friend  of  Le  Clercs  undertook 
his  Defence  in  the  thirteenth  Volume  of  his 
Bihliotheque  choife^  without  yet  adopting  every 
one  of  our  Academick’s  Notions.  Father  Baltus 
anfwers  this  anonymous  Author  by  a  Defence 
of  his  former  Reply,  which  is  not  lefs  learned 
than  the  Reply  itfelf;  but  which  yiv^Le  Clerc 
has  not  found  more  perfuahve.  The  Contro- 
verfy  thus  flopped,  and  Mr.  de  Fontenelle  thought 
it  fufficient  to  return  his  Apologifl  thanks,  in 
a  Letter  to  Mr.  Le  Clerc,  wrote  about  four  or 
five  Years  fince;  and  in  which  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  were  thefe  Words :  If  Father  Baltus  (fays 
he)  'Will  believe  the  Veracity  of  the  Pagan  Oracles 
he  is  at  Liberty:  As  for  me  I  have  turned  my  Stu-- 
dies  another  way,  I  imagine  Sir,  fuch  a  fhorc 
Hiflory  of  this  Subjed  might  be  acceptable  to 
you  on  account  of  the  great  concern  you  take 
in  the  Republick  of  Letters.  I  now  refume 
the  Thread  of  my  Difcourfe,  and  return  to 
Vanints  Impieties,  on  which  I  have  a  few  Words 
more  to  offer. 

XLIX.  Upon  the  duration  of  Religions  he 
is  altogether  extravagant  j  he  has  again  re- 
courfe  to  the  wild  fancies  of  Aftrologers  He 
fays,  “  That  the  Stars  after  many  Years  ap- 
preaching  one  another  form  Conflellations, 
which  have  a  wonderful  influence  on  fublu- 
nary  Things,  and  produce  extraordinary 
Effeds;  Mens  Wills  alter;  their  Imagina- 
tions  grow  warm  and  their  Underflandings 
difordered.  Whence  happens  that  a  skillful 
Man,  greedy  of  divine  Honours,  forefeeing 
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the  Event,  declares  himfelf  a  Prophet  fent 
from  Gody  and  arrogates  to  himfelf  many 
“  Wonders,  which  are  the  bare  refult  of  the 
Conjundion  of  the  Stars ;  and  thus  the  Vul- 
gar  being  deluded,  admire  and  adore  him. 
And  thofe  natural  Effects  they  give  the 
Name  of  Miracles,  although  in  fad,  they 
do  not  furpafs  the  power  of  Nature.  Now 
therefore  (fays  he)  I  can  anfwer  to  the 
Queftion,  for  Oracles  have  ceafed  becaufe 
they  once  begun  ;  and  according  to  my  fore- 
going  Suppofitions ,  whatever  beginneth 
muft  end  :  Now  it  cannot  end,  if  there  do 
not  happen  contrary  Difpofitions  ,*  fo  after 
Oracles  the  Law,  their  oppofite,  is  come,  and 
Oracles  will  again  flouri^  among  our  later 
Succelfors”.  It  is  juft  the  fame  Syftem  we 
have  mentioned  above,  and  which  reminds  me 
of  a  Converfation  I  had  about  ten  Years  ago 
with  Mr.  Bayk,  I  defired  him  he  would  inr 
form  me,  which  he  thought  the  moft  formida¬ 
ble  Objedions  that  had  been  urged  againft  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  becaufe  I  was  willing  to 
be  fufficiently  provided  before-hand  againft 
whatever  might  put  a  ftop  to  the  Faith  of  a 
Philofophical  Mind.  The  reply  of  that  learned 
Man,  was  much  the  fame  with  what  is  here 
above  recited.  He  told  me,  that  many  famous 
and  learned  Phyftcians,  who  had  ftudied  all 
their  Lives  Aftronomy,  after  fo  long  and  clofe 
a  Meditation,  had  concluded,  that  there  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  World,  from  time  to  time,  very 
extraordinary  and  (according  to  their  Princi¬ 
ples)  neceffary  Revolutions,  which  rendered 
Men  more  fuiceptible  of  Religion  at  one  time 
than  another.  I  found  fome  Years  after  in 
reading  Cardanus  and  Vanini,  whence  that  fa¬ 
mous  Critick  had  taken  that  Objedion ;  and 
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which  orherwife  he  did  not  feem  to  value  much^ 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  in  the  main  Vanini  did 
mak^'^a  great  ftrefs  upon  it.  But  it  is  natural 

handle  of  Unbelievers  to  make  an  advantage  of 
anv  thing,  any  tiling.  They  borrow  from  all  Syftems, 
and  by  that  whatever  may  make  their  Caufe  appear  fpecious, 
though  even  in  their  Souls  they  ridicule  thofe 
very  Syftems,  and  on  other  Occafions  utterly 
explode  them.  We  have  already  feen  how 
Vanim  laughs  in  his  Dialogues^  at  thofe  Princi¬ 
ples  he  has  laid  down  in  his  Amphitheatre. 
Celfus  the  Epicurean j  became  a  Platonicky  when 
hs  attacked  Chriflianity :  Our  Atheift  doth  the 
fame,  when  he  reviles  the  Apoftles,  or  attempts 
to  refute  their  Difciples.  Spinofa  loved  to  pafs 
for  a  Cartejiani  His  followers  make  ufe  of 
the  fame  Veil  in  order  to  deftroy  Freedom^ 
and  introduce  a  ftoical  Fatality,  Leenhoff^  for¬ 
merly  Minifter  at  Luvok^  and  now  depofed, 
made  ufe  of  it  likewife  in  his  Paradife  on 
Earth.  I  take  heed  of  putting  Mr,  Bayle  iri 
the  Lift  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  although  the  fame 
variation  hath  happened  to  him  fometimes. 
When  he  attacked  the  literal  Senfe  of  thofe 
Words  of  the  Gofpel,  oblige  them  to  come  in^  he 
laid  down  for  'Principle  the  firft  axioms  of  na¬ 
tural  Reafon,  and  thence  gave  the  Inquifitors 
deadly  blows,  but  afterwards  having  in  view 
other  Enemies,  he  declared  for  Pyrrhonifmy  a- 
gainft  the  certainty  of  Reafon,  and  undertook 
to  filence  her  Prefumptuoufnefs,  by  a  (imple 
Dialepfis  of  the  Scepticks.  '  In  another  place 
he  makes  ufe  of  Arguments  drawn  from  both 
Philofophy  and  Religion  in  favour  of  Liberty, 
againft  Mr.  Saurin.  But  again,  he  denies  that 
liberty  and  difgnifes  it  in  agreeable  Imagina¬ 
tion  deftitute  of  Reality.  And  if  it  be  ob- 
jeded  to  him,  that  Atheifm  deftroys  all  Vir¬ 
tue 
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tue,  not  only  in  making  everjr'thing  material, 
but  alfo  fatal  and  neceffary  ,•  What  doth  he  do  ? 
He  retires  under  the  Protedion  of  the  Synod 
of  Dortrecht^f  and  there  having  fixed  himfelf, 
he  dares  the  Attacks  of  the  Orthodox.  If 
“  any  one  (fays  he  to  hjs  Proteftant  Calvi- 
“  nift)  ftiould  objed,  that  neither  your  Words 
"  nor  Adions  were  congruous  to  the  principle 
of  abfolute  Predeftination  and  irrefiftible 
Neceflity  which  moves  the  Will,  what 
would  you  anfwer  him  Sir?  With  good 
Arguments ;  but  which  might  many  of  them 
ferve  the  turn  of  a  Sfimfete,  if  you  did  re- 
“  proach  him  that  the  care  he  takes  of  his 
Perfon,  Family  and  Wealth,  was  not  agree- 
f  able  to  his  Syftem. 

L.  Time  (fays  our  Athelft)  as  to  that 
motion  which  the  eternal  Mover  will  never 
“  ceafe  to  imprefs  on  the  World,  is  Eternal : 
‘‘  So  ,that  whatever  has  ended  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  Celeftial  Motions,  will  certainly  ap~ 
pear  again,  by  a  periodical  Return,  not  in 
‘‘  the  fame  Inviduals,  as  Plato  hath  dreamed, 
but  only  in  the  fame  Specie.  This  is  (adds 
he,  after  advancing  perfed:  Materialifm)  the 
‘‘  Rudiments  of  our  fubtile  Philofophy,  which 
bring  forth  all  thofe  Wonders  ;  but  in  com- 
plaifance  to  the  Chriftian  Faith,  I  utterly 
P  deteft,  and  I  have  tacitly  condemned  them 
before  1  propofed  them  as  the  fubjed  of 
Converfatiom^.  ' 

LI.  The  Conclufion  is  anfwerable  to  the  o- 
ther  parts  of  the  Book;  he  complains  of  the 
uncertainty  and  vanity  of  Arts,  and  Alexan^ 
der  endeavours  in  vain  to  comfort  him  with 
the  Thoughts  of  the  Glory  he  had  obtained 
in  fuch  youthful  Years.  And  what  have  I  more 
of  it  than  that,  fays  Vanini?  But  after  albhecom- 
^  ‘  ^  forts 
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forts  himfelf  likewife,  though  in  fuch  a  pro¬ 
fane  manner,  that  his  inward  Sentiments  are 
He  Jefts  eafily  perceived.  If  my  Soul  ('fays  he)  (hall 
with  Re-  “  perilh  with  my  Body,  as  the  Acheifts  think, 
putation.  ^,hat  pleafure  can  arife  to  it  from  Fame  ? 

Perhaps  ivith  the  fine  Names  of  Gjory  and 
Reputation,  it  may  be  carried  with  lefs 
‘‘  trouble  to  the  Grave.  If  on  the  contrary, 
as  w'e  hope  and  willingly  believe  my  Soul 
(hall  not  perifh,  but  will  fly  to  fome  upper 
Of  heaven  Region,  it  will  there  enfoy  fuch  ravifhing 
“  and  agreeable  Pleafures,  that  it  will  efteem 
as  nothing,  the  fplendid  and  iHuftrious  pomp 
Of  Purga-*^  and  glory  of  the  VVorid.  If  it  defcenc^s  to 
tory.  flames  of  Purgatory,  thofe  Prayers  Dies 

“  Ira,  dies  illa^  fo  pleafing  to  weak  Women, 
will  be  much  more  welcome  to  it,  than  the 
Of  Hell.  moft  florid  Rhetorick  of  Tully^  or  the  mofl: 

fubtile  Arguments  of  Arifiotle ;  or  if  (which 
God  forbid)  it  (hould  be  delivered  to  the 
flames  of  the  dark  Tartarus^  no  comfort  or 
pleafure,  no  deliverance  can  ever  happen”. 
Alexander^  dazled  with  fuch  Thoughts,  is  angry 
ivith  himfelf  he  had  them  not  inculcated  in  him 
from  his  tender  Infancy.  Would  to  God  (fays 
he)  that  from  my  Youth  I  had  fet  out  with 
thefe  Principles  \  Julius  anfwers  him  with  this 
fine  Refledion.  fhink  not  (fays  he)  on  pafl  £- 
vils^  take  no  heed  of  future  ones  and  fhun  thofe  pre^ 
fent,  Alexander  neverthelefs  Sighs  for  the  lofs 
of  his  youthful  Age.  Upon  which  Julius  ask¬ 
ing  him  the  Reafon,  he  anfwers,  It  is  becaufe 
(fays  he)  I  remembered  that  beautiful  Paffage  in 
Amintas. 
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an  excellent  Conclufion  for  a  Prieft  and  Philo^ 
fopher,  who  prefently  after  adds,  that  he  fub- 
mits  all  his  Thoughts  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Pope  and  the  Church. 

LII.  I  leave  you  to  imagine  Sir,  what  the 
Converfation  might  be  of  one,  who  filled  his 
Books  with  fo  much  Epicurianifm,  and  that 
of  the  moft  grofs  fort.  It  appears  by  the 
Evidence  of  feveral  Authors,  that  he  was  not 
accufed  at  Lhouloufe^  for  his  Writings,  although 
perhaps  they  helped  to  determine  his  Judg¬ 
ment  ;  which  (hews  us  his  Converfation  muft 
have  been  rather  worfe  tlian  they,  fince  it  was 
that  which  really  occafioned  his  Ruin.  Here  fol¬ 
lows  what  Gramond  tells  us  concerning  him,  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  time,  by  order  of  Parliament^ 
was  condemned  to  die,  at  T'houiouje^  Lucilio 
Vanini^  who  was  efteemed  an  arch  Heretick 
by  feveral  i  but  whom  I  always  looked  upon 
as  an  Atheift ;  for  I  think  a  Man  that  de- 
nies  the  exiftence  of  God^  deferves  the  latter 
rather  than  the  former  Title.  This  wretch- 
ed  Fellow  pretended  to  be  a  Phyfician,  but 
in  reality  was  no  other  than  a  Deceiver  of 
Youth,  who  generally  are  imprudent  and  in- 
conliderate.  He  laughed  at  whatever  was 
‘‘  facred  or  religious  :  He  abominated  the  In- 
carnation  of  Chrift^  and  denied  the  Being  of 
Gody  efteeming  all  Things  to  be  made  by 
Chance :  He  adored  Nature  as  a  fruitful 
Mother  and  firft  Caufe  of  all  Beings,  which 
was  his  greateft  Error,  and  whence  all  the  o- 
“  thers  derived,  and  which  he  had  the  bold- 
“  nefs  ftubbornly  to  teach  in  a  place  fo  holy 
as  Lhouloufe,  He  prefently  had  a  great  Num- 
ber  of  Followers,  amongft  thofe  that  Juft 
came  from  the  Univerfities,  and  who  being 
in  their  youthful  Years,  were  more  fufcep- 

tible 


88 


^he  Life  ofLvciiio  V  an  i  n  i. 

tible  of  new  Opinions.  Having  been  born 
in  Italyy  he  begun  his  Studies  at  Romey  and 
applied  himfelf  with  Succefs  to  thofe  parti- 
“  cular  Branches,  Philofophy  and  Divinity;  but 
falling  in  Impiety  and  a  defpifing  of  Holy 
Things,  he  blemilhed  his  religious  Charac- 
“  ter  by  an  infamous  Book,  intituled.  Of  the 
“  Secrets  of  Nature ;  in  which  he  had  the  im- 
pudence  to  aflfert,  that  Natufe  was  the  God- 
defs  of  the  Univerfe,  Having  retired  into 
France  on  account  of  a  Crime,  of  which  he 
had  been  accufed  in  Italy^  he  came  at  laft  to 
T'houloufe,  There  is  not  a  Town  in  France 
where  the  Laws  are  framed  with  greater 
feverity  againft  Herefy,  and  although  the 
“  EdiSi  of  Nants  hath  granted  to  the  Calvinift§, 
an  open  Liberty  of  Trade  between  them 
and  us,  neverthelefs  thofe  SeElaries  have 
not  dared  to  truft  themfelves  in  this  Place, 
which  is  the  Reafon  it  is  the  only  one  in  all 
“  France  free  from  this  Peftilential  Herefy. 
No  Perfon  is  admitted  a  Citizen,  whofe  Faith 
Firft  hid-  IS  the  leaft  fufpeded  by  the  Holy  See,  Vanini 
concealed  himfelf  for  feme  time,  until  Vairi- 
loufe,  <c  induced  him  to  treat  fome  My- 

“  fteries  of  the  Catholick  Church  Proble- 
“  matically,  and  afterwards  he  derided  therri 
Afterward ‘‘  openly:  The  young  Men  were  at  firft  ftruck 
profane,  «  great  Admiration,  being  weak  enough 

ed^and'fd-*^  generally  to  efteem  thofe  Things  which  have 
lowed  by  but  few  Approvers.  They  valued  whatever 
the  young“  he  faid ;  they  imitated  and  followed  him. 
Men.  «  accufed  of  corrupting  the  Youth,  he 

Hypocrite/^  was  caft  into  Prifon.  He  behaved  at  firft  a^ 
a  Catholick,  and  feigned  to  be  Orthodox ; 
which  put  back  the  Puniftimenc  he  deferved. 
He  was  even  juft  a  going  to  be  fee  at  Li- 
berty  on  account  of  the  ambiguity  of  the 

!!  Proofs 
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proofs  againft  him.  When  Francom,  a  Man 
of  Fortune,  and  great  Merit,  as  this  one 
Circumftance  fufficiently  teftifies,  depos’d. 

That  Vanini  had  often  denied,  in  his  Pre- 
fence,  the  Exiftence  of  God,  and  fcoff’d  at 
the  Myfleries  of  the  Chriifian  Religion,  they 
brought  together  the  Accus’d  and  the  Accu- 
fer  j  and  this  latter  maintain’d  what  ne  had 
advanc’d.  Vanini  was  brought  before  the  Se- 
nate-,  and  being  feated  on  the  Stool,  was 
asked.  What  were  his  Thoughts  concerning 
the  Exiftence  of  God  ?  ”  He  anfwer’d,  That^  A  feign’d 
^hh  the  Churchy  he  ador  d  a  God  in  Fhree  Perfons ;  Confeffion 
md  thus  Nature  evidently  demonflrated  the  Being  ^/concerning 
a  Deity.  And  having  perceiv’d,  by  chance,  Religion, 
a  Straw  on  the  Ground,  he  took  it  up,  and 
ftretching  forth  his  hand  with  it,  he  fpoke  to 
his  Judges  as  follows.  This  Straw  obliges  me 

to  confefs  there  is  a  God - -  and  having  end- 

ed  his  Difcourfe  about  a  Providence,  he  ad- 
ded,  this  Grain  being  cafl  in  the  Earthy  appears^ 
at  fir(iy  to  he  deftroy^d^  and,  whitens  ;  then  it  he-- 
comes  greeny  and  /hoots  forth,  out  of  the  Earth, 
infenfbly  growing :  The  Dew  affifis  its  fpringing 
up,  and  Rain  gives  it  yet  a  greater  Strength : 

It  is  furnif/d  with  E.ars,  of  which  the  Points 
keep  off  the  Birds,  if  he  Stalk  rifes,  and  is  ro- 
vef  d  with  Leaves ;  it  becomes  yellow,  and  rifes 
higher :  A  little  after  it  withers  until  it  diei : 

It  is  Thraffd',  and  the  Straw  being  f  par ated 
from  the  Corn^  this  latter  ferves  for  the  Nourifl)-^ 
ment  of  Men,  and  the  former  is  given  to  Ani-- 
malsj  created  for  Mens  life.  He  concluded 
from  all  this,  that  God  was  the  Author  of 
all  Things.  For  to  anfwer  an  Objedion, 
which  might  be  made,  if  hat  Nature  zuas  the 
Caufe  of  thefe  ProduFcions,  he  took  again  his 
Grain  of  Corn,  and  returning  to  his  Author, 
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fon’d  thus.  If  Nature  hath  produced  this 
Grain,  who  hath  produced  that  Grain  which  pre^ 
ceded  this  ?  If  that  be  alfo  produced  by  Na* 
ture,  let  us  conjider  its  Foregoer,  and  thus  go  to 
the  very  firji,  which  mufl  neceffarily  have  been 
created,  fince  there  can  he  imagind  no  other  Caufe 
of  its  ProduBion.  He  very  amply  proved  after¬ 
wards,  that  Nature  was  incapable  of  crea¬ 
ting  any  thing ;  whence  he  concluded,  that 
God  was  the  Creator,  and  Author  of  all  Be¬ 
ings.  But  all  this  he  faid  through  Vanity  or 
Fear,  rather  than  an  inward  Convidion. 
Notwithftanding,  as  the  Proofs  againft  him 
were  convincing,  he  was,  by  Arreft  of  Par¬ 
liament,  condemn’d  to  die,  after  they  had 
pafs’d  a  whole  Six  Months  in  preparing  things 
for  a  Hearing.  I  faw  him  in  the  Dung-Cart, 
when  he  was  carried  to  Execution,  making  Sport 
of  a  Fryar,  who  was  allow’d  him,  in  order 
^to  comfort  and  reclaim  him  from  his  Obfti- 
nacy.  Such  a  momentaneous  Afliftance  is  of. 
little  ufe  to  a  defperate  Man.  It  would  be 
better  to  allow  thofe  Criminals,  condemn’d 
to  die,  a  fufficient  Interval,  to  the  end,  that 
they  might  have  time  to  know  themfelves,. 
and  repent,  after  having,  thrown  forth  all 
their  Rage  and  Indignation.  In  France  they 
at  once  declare  Sentence  of  Death  to  a  Cri¬ 
minal  ,*  and  amidft  the  Horror,  which  the 
Dread  of  the  Execution  caufes,  they  carry 
him  to  it.  In  Spain,  and  all  the  reft  of  £«- 
rope,  their  Method  is  much  preferable.  They 
allow  Criminals  time  fufficient  to  appeafe  the 
Horrors  of  Death,  and  expiate  their  Crimes 
by  Penitence  and  Confeffion.  Vanini,  wild 
and  obftinate,  refus’d  the  Confolation  of  the 
Fryar  accompanying  him,  and  infulted  even 
our  Saviour,  in  thefe  Words.  He  fweated  with 
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*  ^IVeaknefs  and  Fear  (faid  he)  in  going  to  fuffer 
Deaths  and  I  die  undaunted.  This  Villain  had 
no  reafon  to  fay  he  died  fearlefs.  I  beheld 
him  intirely  deje<5i:ed,  and  making  a  very  ill  feigning 
ufe  of  that  Philofophy  he  fo  much  boaftedthe  Phi!o- 
of.  Being  ready  to  be  executed,  he  had%her. 
an  horrible  and  moft  wild  Afped.  His 
Mind  uneafy,  and  teftifying,  in  all  his  Words, 
great  Anxiety,  '  altho’  from  time  to  time 
he  cried  out,  he  died  a  Philofopher :  But, 
that  he  departed  rather  like  a  Brute,  cannot 
be  denied.  Before  they  fet  Fire  to  the 
Wood-pile,  he  was  order’d  to  put  his  Tongue 
out  to  be  cut  off,  which  he  refus’d  to  do: Tongue, 
Nor  could  the  Hangman  take  hold  of  it  but  whichthcy 
with  Pincers,  in  order  to  perform  the  Execu- 
tion.  There  was  never  heard  a  more  dread- 
ful  Screech  than  he  then  gave  ,*  you  would 
have  taken  it  for  the  Bellowing  of  an  Ox  ; 

^  the  reft  of  his  Body  was  confumed  by  Fire, 
and  his  Afties  thrown  into  the  Air.  Such 
^  was  the  End  of  Lucilio  Vanini  (continues  the 
Hiftorian)  that  beaftly  Scream  he  gave  before 
his  Death,  is  a  Proof  of  his  fmall  (hare  of 
Conftancy.  I  faw  him  in  Prifon,  I  faw  him 
at  the  Gallows,  and  likewife  knew  him  be- 
fore  his  being  arrefted.  Given  up  to  his  Paf- 
ftons,  he  wallowed  in  Voluptuoufnefs,  in^bertine.^ 
Prifon  he  was  a  Catholick  ,*  he  went  to  Exe- 
cution  deftitute  of  Philofophy,  and  at  laft 
^  ended  his  Life  raving  mad.  When  living,  he 
fearch’d  very  much  into  the  Secrets  of  Na- 
ture,  and  rather  profefs’d  Phyfick  than  Di- 
vinity,  tho^  he  lov’d  the  Title  of  Divine. 

When  they  feiz’d  his  Goods,  there  was  found 
a  great  Toad  alive,  fliut  up  in  a  large  Cry- 
ftal  Bottle,  full  of  Water  :  Upon  which,  he 
^  was  accus’d  of  Witchcraft ;  but  he  anfwerM, 
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that:  that  Animal  being  confum’d  by  Fire, 
was  a  fure  Antidote  againft  all  mortal  and 
peftilential  Difeafes.  He  often  went  to  the 
Sacraments  during  his  Imprifonment,  and 
cunningly  dilfembled  his  inward  Sentiments : 
But  when  he  found  there  was  no  hopes  of 
efcaping,  he  difclosM  them,  and  died  as  he 
had  liv’d. 

LIII.  This  is  all  that  Gramond  fays  concern¬ 
ing  him,  the  French  Mercury  fpeaks  more  in  be¬ 
half  of  his  Conftancy ;  but  the  Author  knew 
but  little  of  his  Behaviour,  when  in  Confine¬ 
ment.  And  there  certainly  is  a  confiderable 
Difference  to  be  made,  as  to  the  Truth  of  a 
Faid,  related  by  one  who  has  it  but  by  hearfay, 
and  him  who  was  adually  an  Eye-Witnefs,  as  in’ 
this  Cafe,  the  latter  living  at  PariSy  and  the 
other  upon  the  Place.  Neverthelefs  they  in  the 
main  agree,  as  to  the  Caufe  of  his  Accufation; 
and  in  comparing  their  Relations,  we  difcover 
the  juft  Time  of  his  Imprifonment  and  Execu¬ 
tion.  In  the  Month  of  November ^  of  the  laft 
Year  *  (fays  the  Mercury )  was  taken  Prifoner, 
in  the  Town  of  Lholoufe^  an  Italian^  a  Philofo- 
pher,  very  learned,  who  went  about  in  Fa¬ 
milies,  teaching  Children  that  were  defirous 
to  iinderftand  Philofophy  perfedly.  He  main¬ 
tain’d,  and  taught,  that  our  Bodies  are  with¬ 
out  Souls,  and  that  being  dead,  our  Bein^‘ 
was  deftroyM  like  unto  Brutes :  That  the' 
Blefied  Virgin  (O  execrable  Blafphemy  !)  had' 
had  a  carnal  Knowledge  as  other  Women  ,* 
and  other  Words  yet  more  fcandalous,  alto-' 
gether  unworthy  to  be  related  or  wrote.  By 
his  Eloquence,  he  fubtilyinftilled  hispernicious 
Opinions  in  the  Minds  of  his  private  Audi- 
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tors,  infomuch  that  they  began  to  give  ear 
‘‘  to  the  Belief  of  that  falfe  Dodrine.  But  it 
coming  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Parliameritj; 
they  publilhed  a  Decree  againfl:  this  new  Mi- 
nifter  :  And  he  being  apprehended,  and  que- 
ftion’d,  maintain’d  his  Inftrudions  were 
Truths :  Upon  which  he  was  condemn’d,  and 
his  Sentence  declar’d,  importing,  that  he^^is  Sen^ 
(hould  make  an  honourary  Amends  in 
Shirt,  a  Torch  in  his  Hand,  and  drawn  upon 
a  Hurdle  to  the  Place  of  Execution  ,*  where 
his  Tongue  being  cut  out,  he  fhould  be 
burn’d  alive :  All  which  was  efFe(5ied  in  the 
beginning  of  February^  t  the  Place  call’d 
la  place  du  falin.  He  died  as  freely,  and  with  His  fup- 
as  much  Conftancy  and  Patience  as  ever  ManF^’^^^^- 
“  did.  For  coming  out  of  the  Prifon,  he 

fully  and  briskly  uttered  thefe  Words,  Incoaftancy 
Italian:  Let  us  go  and  die  chearfully  as  a  Philo- 
foph  er.  But  moreover,  to  (hew  his  Undaunt- 
ednefs  in  dying,  and  the  Defpair  of  his  Soul, 
when  he  was  told  to  call  out  to  God  for  Mer- 
cy,  he  fpoke  thefe  Words  in  the  Prefence  of 
a  thoufand  Spedators :  Inhere  is  neither  GodViish^ 
nor  Devil,  for  was  there  a  God,  I  would  intreat 
him  to  confume  the  Parliament  with  his  "Thunder^ 
as  being  altogether  unjufl  and  wicked ;  and  was- 
there  a  Devil,  1  would  alfo  pray  to  him  to  fwal- 
low  it  up  in  feme  fubterraneous  Plaie.  But  (ince 
there  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  I  can- 
not  do  it.  ” 

Mr.  la  Crofe  doth  not  rely  upon  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Mercury,  and  I  think  him  in  the 
right,  the  Relation  of  the  Prefidents  having 


4-  How  could  Vanw!  have  been  kept  four  Months  in  Prifon, 
/■f  he  had  prefently  confels’d  his  Crinae,  as  the  Mercury  pre¬ 
tends. 
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a  greater  Appearance  of  Truth.  I  likewife  am 
of  Opinion,  there  is  no  great  Credit  to  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  this  Circumftance  I  have  already  rela¬ 
ted,  which  is.  That  Vanini^  before  he  was  tied 
to  the  Stake,  confefs^d  to  all  the  Members  of 
Parliament,  that  at  Naples ^  he^  with  thirteen 
others  of  his  Comrades,  fet  out  for  all  Parts  of 
Europe,  to  fpread  the  Dodrine  of  Atheifm  ; 
and  that  France  was  allotted  him.  Gramond 
makes  no  mention  of  it,  and  it  is  not  at  all 
probable  he  (hould  have  forgotten  fuch  a  parti¬ 
cular  Circumftance,  after  having  related  many, 
much  more  infignificant. 

LIV.  After  having  given  you  the  moft  certain 
Circumftances  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  our 
Unbeliever,  I  muft  now,  Sir,  endeavour  to  give 
you  likewife  an  Idea  of  his  Character,  taken, 
not  only,  from  what  I  have  faid,  but  other 
Parts  of  his  Writings. 

His  Body.  He  was  of  a  healthful  Conftitution,  tho’  not 
robuft,  and  of  a  mild  Afpect ;  he  was  compen- 
fated  fufficiently  for  the  weaknefs  of  his  Com¬ 
plexion  (if  he  may  be  believed)  by  the  Quali¬ 
fications  of  the  Mind.  He  had  (he  tells  us)  a 
great  and  fublime  Underftanding,  agreeable, 
and  of  delightful  Vivacity  in  Converfation.  It  is 
certain  that  he  lovM  Study,  and  made  a  very  con- 
His  L^r/>j.fiderable  Progrefs  in  a  few  Years.  His  Latin  is 
for  the  moft  part  pure,  but  often  times  fwelfd 
and  not  natural ;  which  proceeds  from  an  ill 
diredfed  Imitation  of  the  Roman  Oram,  We 
imagine  commonly  to  have  got  into  his  Style,  , 
if  we  can  imitate  that  in  thofe  eloquent  Pieces 
which  he  pronounced  in  the  Senate :  But  we 
do  not  take  notice  that  this  great  Man  thus 
exalted  it,  fuitably  to  the  Perfons  for  whom  it 
was  intended,  and  that  he  was  no  lefs  ingeni¬ 
ous  in  the  Simple  and  Diadadick,  than  in  the 
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Stiblime  and  Oratorial.  Read  his  familiar  Let^ 
ters,  his  Offices^  and  his  lufculanes ;  his  Books  of 
the  Nature  of  the  Godsy  but  amongft  the  reft, 
all  the  laft  of  Divinatiofiy  and  you  will  agree 
with  me,  nothing  can  be  found  more  Ample  and 
precife.  But  Vanini  had  ftudied  abundantly 
more  Car  dams  and  AverroeSy  confus’d  and  hard 
Writers,  than  Pliny  jun.  Quintiliany  or  Cicero, 
Prejudic’d  in  favour  of  Ariflotle  and  his  Follow¬ 
ers,  he  ccnild  relifti  no  other  than  the  Philofo-  His  Philo-, 
phy  firft  taught  him  in  his  own  Country, 
had  Underftanding  enough  to  perceive  the 
weaknefs  of  that  of  ’Thomas  Aquinas,  and  the 
Schoolmen :  His  native  Religion,  and  the  man-  Hjs  Irreli- 
ner  it  is  us’d,  both  by  the  People  and  Clergy, 
did  not  prepofiefs  him  in  favour  of  that  of  5^^- 
fus  Chrift,  He  thought  thofe  Grimaces  and  Ar¬ 
tifices,  as  alfo  the  Cupidity  he  then  beheld, 
were  from  the  beginning  effential  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion.  Being  out  of  conceit  with  the 
Gofpel  vyhich  was  not  fuited  to  his  Ambition,  [^^mous 
he  form’d  the  monftrous  Defign  to  combat  itprojedt. 
where  ever  he  could  with  Safety ;  and  the  more 
effedually  to  perform  that,  he  efteem’d  the 
Ihorteft  Method  was  to  declare  againft  all  Re¬ 
ligions,  not  excepting  even  that  of  Nature. 

Swell’d  with  the  boldnefs  of  the  Undertaking, 
this  fecond  Epicurus  overun  the  World  to  wage 
War  with  the  Deity.  And  if  we  may  believe 
Report,  he  perfuaded  thirteen  of  his  Com¬ 
rades  to  do  the  like  alfo.  From  this  one 
Pafl'age  of  his  Life  one  may  judge  of  his 
Prudence  and  Wifdom.  He  drew  upon  him- 
felf  a  World  of  Enemies,  equally  great  and 
powerful,  both  by  their  Authority  and  Cha¬ 
racters.  Alarms  and  Uneafinels  follow’d  him 
every  where,  and  threw  him  fometimes  in  Dif- 
orders,  which  attack’d  even  his  Inteftines,  Af/- 
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hi  (fays  he)  praterita  periada  &  timores  memorict 
repenti  aluiis  folvitur,  Diftruft  never  left  him, 
and  got  before  him  wherever  he  went.  In  vain 
it  was  he  took  the  Stick  and  Bag  of  Diogenes  i 
HisPover-Povery,  which  would  have  been  valuable  in  a 
ty*  true  Philofopher,  in  him  became  an  eternal 
Scandal,  by  his  fpunging  and  flattering  ways. 
His  Hypo-  His  Hvpocrify,  which  was  fo  well  manag’d  in 
his  Amphitheatre y  unmask’d  itfelf  in  his  Dia^ 
logues  I  and  made  appear  a  Stock  of  Ambition 
and  Impiety,  which  were  but  too  much  con- 
^is  Im-  firm’d  by  his  Deportment.  Without  Shame  or 
modefty.  Modefly,  he  reprefents  his  Father  having  the 
Conftancy  of  an  Emperor,  his  Mother  the  Blood 
of  the  true  Spanish  Nobility,  and  himfelf  the 
Sentiments  of  a  Socrates.  But  I  miftake,  he  ex¬ 
alted  himfelf  a  Degree  higher.  God  forbid 
(fays  he  fomewhere)  that  Vanini  (hould  be  re¬ 
proach’d  with  the  leaft  Diflimulation  :  And  not- 
wichftanding  he  attributes  to  Socrates  a  Pufilani- 
mity,  which  muft  have  for  ever  defam’d  him,  as 
when  he  tells  us,  that  the  Areopagus  would  not 
Give  ear  to  his  Recantation  :  Would  he  not 
have  done  better  to  have  ftrip  d  himfelf  of  his 
pretended  Courage,  and  have  given  it  to  Socra- 
His  mon-  tes^  as  juftly  due  ?  Swell’d  with  Pride,  no 
llrousPride]^aQ^0^  but  that  of  Julius  Cafar,  was  worthy  of 
him  :  And  as  if  the  lead  Remnant  of  Chrifti- 
anity  was  burtheiifome  to  him,  he  denied  that 
given  him  in  Baptifm.  From  the  firfl:  Page  of 
his  Dialogues^  having  fuffer’d  himfelf  to  be  fuf- 
ficiently  praifed,  both  in  Greek  and  Latinj  he  in¬ 
troduces  his  Interlocutor,  faying,  Good  God  ! 
What  a  Lofs  it  is  for  thofe  who  are  depriv’d 
of  your  Converfation !  Bone  Dens  I  quantum 
jaAuree  fit  ah  iis  qui  te  non  audiunt !  Who  can  dif- 
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pute  you  the  Honour  of  having  contributed  to 

the  Improvement  of  Sciences!  Eja  vir  ahfque 

contYO^erJia  de  quacuntque  Scientia  optime  merite  *  ! 

I  will  not  do  (fays  Alexander  again)  as  Tho^ 

mas  Moms,  who  hearing  Erafmus  difputCj 

whom  he  did  not  know  perfonally,  faid  to 

him.  You  are  a  Devil,  or  Erafmus :  Bat  I 

(hall  thus  fpeak  of  your  Wifdom,  Either  you 

are  a  God,  or  Vanini,  ”  I  am  J/anini,  replies 

Julius  Cafar :  t  All  his  Dialogues  are  intet- 

fperfed  with  fuch  like  Modefty.  In  one  he 

difputes  with  Solomon^  fulius  and  Alexander^ 

leaving  the  Stage  to  Solomon  and  Vanini,  This^^^l^P^^ 

latter  fcurriloufly  treating  the  former,  as  a  bad 

Naturalift,  and  the  moft  infipid  of  Moralifts ; 

whilft  in  return,  the  other  praifes  him  as  the 

God  of  true  Philofophy,  Vale  Vhilofo^horum  Deus ! 

That  is  the  Conclufion  of  the  Dialogue.  +  His 

whole  Works,  tho’  but  Plagiarifm,  yet  he  would  His  Flag*. 

have  ^em  thought  Originals;  altho’  he  knew 

CardanuSy  Pomponatius^  Fracafter^  and  Scaliger 

might  claim  whatever  they  contain ;  excepting 

his  Profanations.  We  have  related  a  fufficient  His  Profa- 

♦ 

Number  to  judge  of  the  Author.  But  there 
remain  yet  fome  of  fuch  Nature,  which  for¬ 
bids  their  citing,  becaufe  they  depend  upon  ma- 
nifeft  Allufions  to  holy  Words,  which  we  vene¬ 
rate,  and  he  did  not.  Being  as  bad  a  Critick  His 
as  Philofopher,  he  explains  Scripture  as  one 
that  had  never  ftudied  it.  He  thinks  that 
St.  Mark^  in  faying  ( Chap,  vi.  Ver.  5.  of  his 
Gofpel)  that  our  Saviour  could  not  work  a  Mira¬ 
cle  in  Naz^areth^^  gives  to  underhand,  his  Pow- 
^r  was  only  Rdative  **  ;  that  is  to  fay,  fallaci¬ 
ous,  fitting  to  dazle  the  Underftandings  of  the 


*  Dial.  I.  t  See  Dial.  LIV.  It  is  Dial.  XVI. 
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Vulgar,  in  a  place  where  he  was  not  known  ; 
but  intirely  ufelefs  in  his  own  Country,  where 
they  knew  what  he  was.  Behold  the  Noble  De- 
fign  he  attributes  to  an  Evangelift !  Notwich- 
ftanding  that,  it  is  that  very  Evangelift  which 
demonftrates,  throughout  his  Gofpel,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  Meftiah,  and  the  Son  of  God  ;  and 
that  his  Miracles  are  from  Heaven  :  That  if  he 
wrought  few  in  Naz^arethy  it  was  becaufe  oi 
their  Unbelief,  which,  as  it  were,  hinder^  hira^ 
altho’  he  healM  fome  Sick,  as  it  is  obfervM  in 
that  Verfe  quoted  by  our  Atheift.  Infatuated 
with  Aftrology,  he  is  filly  whenever  he  copies 
Cardanus  and  Agrippa^  and  adds  the  fooliih  Sto- 
Aftrology.  his  own  Country.  And  what  is  the 

more  particular  in  relation  to  that,  is,  that  af¬ 
ter  he  has  calculated  the  Nativity  of  our  Savi- 
He  calcu-our  Jefus  Chrift,  he  would  alfo  do  his  own, 
own  n\  fo^nd  it  to  be  very  unhappy.  You  have 
tivky.  '  taught  us  (fays  he  to  Cardams,  in  the  25th 
Page  of  his  Amphitheatre)  that  our  Adions 
depend  upon  the  Motion  of  the  Cseleftial  Bo- 
dies :  And  how  do  you  then  maintain  they 
“  are  not  fram’d  for  us  ?  Truly  if  thofe  Conftel- 
lations  are  not  made  for  us,  I  would  not  then 
fear  MarSy  which  in  the  Orb  prefided  at  my 
Birth.”  *  Now  is  a  Planet  which  fore¬ 
tells  Wars,  Sufferings,  and  Tragick  Deaths ; 
How  then  can  we,  after  this,  doubt  of  the  Ve¬ 
racity  of  Aftrology  ?  Having  no  Principles  of 
Religion,  not  even  of  the  Religion  of  Nature ; 
fince  he  thought  the  World  was  eternal,  and 
guided  only  by  blind  NecefTity,  we  muft  not 
HisMoralsbe  furprized  if  his  Morals  were  not  perfedly 
good.  I  deteft  vain  Accufations;  and  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Dead,  I  would  have  the  moft  ftrid 
Equity  obferv’d  :  But  the  pofitive  Aflertions  of 

'■  «M  ..«■  11  •wmutm\w  . . .  imwii  I  I  ■ 
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Father  Merfeme,  on  the  Conduft  of  Vanini  in 
the  Monaftry,  gives  room  for  a  ftrong  Sufpicion. 

Add  CO  that  the  Teftimony  of  Prefident  Gramond^ 
who  was  in  the  fame  Place,  and  declares  to 
have  known  him  exceeding  voluptuous,  ftrength- 
ens  that  Sufpicion  :  And  in  fhort,  his  Dialogues, 
fo  full  of  Obfcenity  and  profane  Turns,  renders 
it  highly  probable.  He  fpeaks  of  one  of  his 
Miftreffes,  named  Ifahella^  which  he  ftifd  his 
little  Left  and  for  whom  he  composM  amo-  His  wan- 
rous  Songs.  This  is  a  fine  Confeffion  for  atonScile. 
Prieft,  in  a  Book  of  Religion  and  Philofophy ! 

He  is  delighted  when  he  fpeaks  of  Generation, 
doing  it  in  fuch  licentious  Terms,  that  it  is  ea- 
fily  perceivable,  his  Heart  is  not  very  clean, 
fince  his  Imagination  is  fo  polluted.  He  goes 
yet  farther,  and  feems  to  approve  Debauchery  ; 
for  when  he  fpeaks  about  Ariftotle,  who  receiv’d 
fuch  confiderable  Sums  from  Alexander^  for  the 
Study  of  Animals,  our  Alexander  confelfes  to 
his  julius^  that  as  for  him,  he  had  expended 
his  whole  Eftate  in  keeping  a  little  Animal 
•  (he  means  a  Courtifana ),  *  Julius  gives  his  Ap¬ 
probation,  faying,  That  many  will  think  he  has 
embrac’d  the  beft  Choice.  Is  it  then  at  all  fur- 
prifing  Providence  cut  off  this  young  Madman 
in  the  beginning  of  his  Courfe  ? 

Mr.  de  la  Crofe  charitably  believes,  that  his  Opinion  of 
Imprifonment  wrought  a  Repentance,  and  that  Mr.  h 
he  fpoke  to  his  Judges  no  lefs  fincerely  than 
orthodoxly,  when  he  made  ufe  of  the  common  tj-aaing. 
Inferences  to  demonftrate  the  Exiftence  of  God, 
in  (hewing  the  Straw.  I  would  not  condemn  a 
Judgment  fo  charitable ;  and  I  am  of  his  Opi-  very  cha- 
nion,  that  when  things  are  doubtful,  it  is  beft  ritabie. 
to  incline  to  the  leaft  difadvantageons  fide  : 

But  really  I  don’t  know  whether  this  Rule  can 
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mand. 


'  be  applied  to  a  Man  who  lived  and  died  as  Vamm\ 
I  would  obferve  again,  that  it  did  not  become 
our  Italian  to  Socrates  upon  his  Imprifon- 

ment,  and  to  behave  fo  ill  in  his;  it  is  thus  the 
Rigour  of  Reproaches  he  makes  to  others  fall  on  himfelf. 
the  Parlia.  J-Je  fung  a  Recantation,  but  it  was  not  thought 

enough  to  be  heeded.  We  fay  alfo,  that 
"  "  ’  the  Parliament  of  Tholoufe  drove  things  a  little 

too  far.  It  is,  I  confefs,  the  Intereft  of  Prin¬ 
ces  and  Republicks  to  fupprefs  Impiety,  when 
it  dogmati fes,  becaufe  of  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences  it  may  have  among  a  Society  of  Chri- 
"ftians:  But  I  cannot  tell  whether  that  (hould 
not  be  moderated  by  Prudence.  Mr.  la  Crofe 
pretends,  that  a  Retracing  in  form,  as  Vanini 
HarOincis  did,  Ihould  be  fufficient ;  there  being  room  to  re- 
of  Gra-  the  Profecution  if  the  Delinquent  relapfed. 

Gratnond,  according  to  him,  drops  the  Charac¬ 
ter  of  an  Hiftorian,  by  his  harfh  Method  of 
relating  the  Fa(5i:.  The  ill  Condud  and  Mis¬ 
fortunes  of  Men  claim  always  a  Right  to  our 
Compaffion,  and  which  it  is  unjuft  to  deny 
them ;  and  though  it  be  allowable  to  abo¬ 
minate  their  Excelfes,  as  they  greatly  deferve, 
yet  Humanity  requires  we  fliould  compaflionate 
their  Perfons.  if  the  Severity  of  Gramond 

and  the  Parliament  cannot  admit  of  an  Apo-» 
logy,  neither  I  am  perfuaded  can  the  lafl:  Hours 
of  Vanini-,  and  particularly  his  blafpheming 
againfl:  Jefus  Chrift.  In  that  Paflfage  only  is 
confpicuous  the  moft  grofs  Hypocrify,  fince  he 
openly  infultshim  whom  he  call  d  upon  in  Prifon, 
and  of  whofe  Sacraments  he  had  partaken.  All 
fliould  render  Atheifm  very  fufpicious  to  us. 
pnntcd  ni  Vanini,  as  I  have  reprefen  ted 

L&tm  ar  him  tc  you,  both  from  his  own  W^ri tings,  and 
B^oterdum.  fufficient  Authority;  judge  then,  Sir,  what  we 
mull  think  of  this  Apologift,  who  pretends  to 
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give  us  an  entire  Juftification  of  him,  in  a  fmall  - 
Treatife,  lately  publifh'd  under  this  Title, 

Apologia  pro  ^ulio  Cafare  Vanino,  Neapolitam^  e. 

An  Apology  for  Julius  Cafar  Vanini^  a  Neapoli^ 
tan:  I  can  affure  you  that  Piece  is  not  ferioufly 
wrote.  It  is  a  Perfon  of  Learning  who  is  the 
Author,  that  drew  it  up  by  way  of  Banter,' 
and  in  order  to  try  his  Wit,  in  the  Defence  of 
a  Bad  Caufe.  And  what  is  the  moft  ufeful  ia 
that  little  Book  is,  That  it  relates  both  for  and 
againft,  and  is  ample  in  Quotations,  telling  you 
his  Authority :  Moreover,  that  there  are  feve-^ 
ral  Circumftances,  taken  notice  of  neither  by 
Mr.  Schramm,  nor  Mr.  la  Crofe.  After  having 
briefly  told  us  the  Names,  the  Country,  "Travels, 
and  Writings  of  Vanini,  he  anfwers  to  eighteen 
Heads  of  Accufation  alledged  againft  him,  at 
each  particular,  making  fome  poetical  or  hifto- 
rical  Obfervations,  which  are  always  pleafing. 

Thefe  following  are  the  Eighteen  Articles,  with 
their  Anfwers  abridgM;  as  the  Author  himfelf 
gives  them  at  the  End  of  his  Book. 

A  ecu  fa  ti- 

1.  It  is  Vanini  knew  not  God.  Which 

Gramond’j  Expreffion.  Deum  ignorabar.  gainft  him, 

Anfw.  Becaufe  he  would  nqc  dive  out  of  the  and  the  Rc- 
Reach  of  his  Underftanding.  plies  of  his 

2.  That  he  brought  to  light  again  the  Book  inti--  ApoiOgi 
tuled.  Of  the  Three  Impoftors. 

Anfw.  Which  is  a  Chimera. 

3.  That  he  hath  advanced  the  very  Words  of 
Atheijis, 

Anfw,  Only  to  point  out  their  Poifon. 

4.  That  he  hath  anfwer^d  them  very  lightly, 

Anfw.  Becaufe  thinking  the  old  Anfwers  fufli' 

ciently  known,  he  look’d  out  chiefly  for  new  ones, 

K.  That  he  held  in  Execration  the  flummity  of 
Chrift, 

Anfwi, 
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[Anfw.  Calumny. 

6.  *That  he  hath  accused  the  Virgin  Mary  of  ha^ 
n)ing  lofl  her  Virginity, 

An/w.  A  Fable. 

7.  That  he  efieetnd  Nature  the  only  God, 

Anfw,  There  have  been  many  illuftrious  Per- 
fons  caird  Gods. 

8.  That  he  hlartCd  thofe  Schoolmen  vsho  reafond 
about  Angels, 

Anfw.  He  relates  the  Words  cf  others. 

9.  That  he  requir  d  a  phfjtcal  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Devils. 

Anfw.  Becaufe  there  is  much  Supcrftition  in 
the  Opinions  of  the  Vulgar. 

10.  That  he  denied  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul, 

Anfw.  No  where. 

1 1.  That  he  was  an  Afirokger, 

Anfw.  Very  well,  mufl:  he  therefore  be  an 
Atheift? 

12.  That  he  contefted  the  future  DeflmElion  of 
the  World  by  Fire, 

Anfw.  After  his  Method. 

13.  That  he  maintain  d  Fatality: 

Anfw.  He  meant  Providence. 

14.  That  he  fancied  Letters  in  the  Heaven, 

Anfw.  By  Supcrftition. 

15.  That  he  refutes  neither  Cardanus  mr  Haly." 

Anfw,  Becaufe  he  had  already  done  it  elfe- 

where.  * 

1(5.  That  he  laugFd  at  facred  Things. 

Anfw,  Which,  in  fad:,  were  not  fuch. 

17.  That  he  was  rejeSled  by  the  FryarSy  and 
turnd  out  of  their  Monaflery, 

Anfw.  As  if  by  that  he  was  reje(5l:ed  of  God. 

18.  That  laflly  he  was  condemn  d  to  die. 


*  I  fuppofe  in  fome  of  his  Writings,  which  are  deftroy’d 
or  lofl  i  that  is  what  the  Apologifl:  means. 
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Anfw,  As  feveral  ocher  innocent  Perfons  have 
been. 

This  may  fqffice  to  fhew  you  that  little  Book 
is  not  ferioufly  wrote;  therefore,  I  do  not 
undertake  to  refute  it :  Neither  indeed  is  Va^ 
mni  himfelf  worthy  of  it.  Let  the  Publick  on¬ 
ly  compare  this  Life  with  that  Defence,  and 
decide  accordingly. 

LVL  But  I  cannot  yet  finifh  without  fpeak- 
ing  a  word  or  two  about  Mr.  Bayle,  You  know. 
Sir,  the  great  efteem  I  have  always  had  for 
his  Ingenuity,  and  with  what  vehemence  I 
have  wiflied  he  would  turn  it  to  a  more  uni¬ 
form  Ufe,  and  more  worthy  of  him.  I  have 
often  been  Vv^ith  him,  but  we  never  agreed  in 
any  Point,  but  difputed  about  every  thing.  I 
told  him  my  Thoughts  about  feveral  Parts  of 
his  Works,  as  I  would  now  do  were  he  living. 
So  that  I  flatter  myfelf  no  one  will  Refled  on 
me,  fince  I  take  only  the  fame  Liberty  now,  as 
I  would  have  done  during  his  Life.  It 
then  may  be  allowed  me  to  obferve,  that  in 
relation  to  Vanini^  Mr.  Bayle  cannot  be  excufed 
for  fpeaking  about  him  in  fo  negledful  a 
manner  as  he  does  in  his  Penfe'es  Diverfes.  I 
immediately  fuppofe  he  had  in  his  Library 
Gramond^s  Hiftory,  fince  he  gives  us  to  under- 
ftand  fo  in  his  DiBiomry,  at  the  Article  con¬ 
cerning  that  Prefidenty  and  where  he  fpecifies 
the  very  Edition  he  makes  ufe  of.  I  likewife 
fuppofe  he  had  Parkers  Book  de  DeOy  fince  he 
quotes  him  with  Approbation,  and  pretty  co- 
pi  oufly.  Now  in  the  firft  Sedion  of  that  Book, 
(which  is  the  more  curious,  becaufe  it  is  an  A- 
bridgment  of  Atheifm  and  Atheifts,  a  Subjed 
very  proper  in  itfelf,  to  relilh  Mr.  Bayle  s 
Tafte)  there  is  found  in  it  the  v^ery  Pidure  of 
Vaninty  and  that  long  Palfage  of  Gramond 

which 
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which  I  above  related  aflarge *  *  It  being  thus^ 
1  ask,  that  it  may  be  allowed  me  to  believe, 
that  Mr.  Bayle  had  read  in  Parker  and  Gramondy 
the  true  Charade r  of  Vanini,  Nay,  he  confefleS: 
as  much  himfelf  in  his  Entretiens  Pofihumes  a- 
gainft  Mr.  ^aquelety  although  he  gives  us  to  un- 
derftand,  that  it  was  but  after  the  firfl:  Edi¬ 
tion  of  his  Penfees  Diverfes^  in  which  he  has 
given  us  a  very  wrong  Idea  of  the  Charader 
and  Martyrdom  of  Vanini,  That’s  weU  i  but 
yet  he  (hould  have  correded  that  Article  in 
the  latter  Edition,  or  at  leaft  retrad  it  in  the 
Continuation’^  the  Subjed  was  of  fufEcient  Im¬ 
portance  and  Equity,  which  abfolutely  requir’d 
it.  There  is  fo  much  difference  between  an 
honeft  Man  defcribed,  as  he  has  done  Vaniniy 
and  a  Defcription  of  one  fuch  as  is  given  us 
of  the  fame  by  Gramondy  and  between  a  Martyr 
for  Atheifm,  and  a  notorious  Hypocrite^  fuch  as 
was  our  Neapolitan  ;  that  it  was  undoubtedly  re¬ 
quired  of  Mr.  Bayle  s  Exaditude  to  make  a 
Note  at  that  part  of  his  Treatife,  and  to  let 
us  know  he  had  received  better  Information 
on  that  Subjed,  and  befides,  that  fall  that 
fiiould  be  amended  in  the  Supplement  to  his 
DiElionary,  Had  he  done  that,  he  would  not 
have  expofed  himfelf  to  the  juft  Reproaches  of 
Mr.  Jaqueloty  who  confulted  the  truth  of  the 
Hiftory,  and  •  took  the  advantage  of  it  in  his 
Book,  intituled,  E%amen  de  la  Theologie  de  Mn 
Bayle. 

But  after  what  manner  is  Vanini  fpoke  of 
in  that  Book,  intituled,  Penfees  Diverfes,  or  ’va^ 
rious  l^houghts  j?  Firft,  he  is  reprefcnted  as 

an  honeft  Man,  and  afterwards  as  a  Martyr 

■  —  -  . 

*  See  above,  Ch.  lii. 

f  Penfees  Diverfesj  Tom.!,  p;  3^6.  and  following  Edition 
of  1704.. 
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for  Atheifm,  Let  us  quote  the  Words  of  that 
celebrated  Philofopher,  adding  thereto,  fome 
Obfervations  which  is  all  at  prefent  I  Oiall  do. 

The  deteftable  Vanini  (fays  he)  who  waswitlhour 
burned  in  the  Year  i(5i2,  ^tLhoukufe^  for 
Atheifm,  had  always  been  pretty  regular  in  vamm 
his  Morals,  and  whoever  would  have  under- 
taken  to  attack  him  on  any  other  Point  but 
his  Dodrine,  would  have  run  a  great  Rifque 
of  being  accufed  of  Calumny. 

To  judge  at  firfl:  Sight  by  the  Method  Mr. 

Bayle  takes,  one  would  think  he  refolved  to 
opprefs  us  with  fufficient  Authority  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Vanini.  Neverthelefs,  contrary  to  his 
ufual  Cuftom  he  urges  none,  which  appears 
fomething  furprifing  in  a  Man,  of  that  famous 
Critick’s  Charader,  fo  curious  in  moft  refpeds 
and  chiefly  in  what  relates  to  the  Hiftory^i®’  the 
two  laft  Centuries,  and  that  of  the  Atheifts.  Was 
his  Library  fo  ill  furnilhed,  that  he  had  no 
Book  in  it  that  made  mention  of  Vanini  ?  Gra^ 
mond^  Father  Mavfenne,  Garaffe,  Patin  and  all 
thofe  others  which  Mr.  Bayle  had  read,  did 
they  unanimoufly  affert^  that  our  Neapolitan 
was  fufficiently  regular  in  his  Morals?  He 
fliould  be  well  alfured  of  a  Fad:  oi  that  Impor¬ 
tance  before  laying  it  down  as  the  Foundation 
of  his  Reafoning  :  Otherwife  one  may  always 
fay,  that  the  Crimes  of  the  Atheifls  have  been 
'defignedly  palliated,  whilfl:  care  was  taken  with 
much  Pains,  and  fearch  to  make  confpicuou^ 
the  Failings  of  thofe  that  had  the  leaft  Zeal 
for  Religion. 

But  this  is  not  all,  Vanini  has  been  a  true 
Martyr  for  Atheifm,  he  openly  dogmatized 
and  maintained  his  Opinions  to  his  lafb  Breath. 

This  is  thefecond  Illufion  of  Mr.  Bayle.  When 
[[  I  confider  (fays  he)  chat  Atheifm  has  had 
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‘‘  Martyrs,  I  doubt  no  longer,  but  Atheiffis 
have  a  ftronger  Idea  of  Honefty  imprinted 
‘‘  on  their  Minds,  than  thofe  of  the  f'weet  and 
‘‘  pofitahle.  For  why  did  Vanini  fo  indifcretly 
amufe  himfelf  to  dogmatize  before  Perfons 
‘‘  who  could  eafily  bring  him  to  Juftice.  If 
he.  fought  but  his  own  private  Profit,  he 
“  fiiould  have  contented  himfelf  with  a  per- 
kCt  fecurity  of  Confcience,  without  heeding 
‘‘  to  have  Difciples.  He  muft  then  have  had 
the  defign  in  making  them  either  to  become 
‘‘  the  Head  of  the  Party  or  to  free  Men  from 
‘‘  a  burthen  which  in  his  Opinion  hindered 
them  from  diverting  themfelves  at  their  Eafe. 
He  fuppofes  here  Atheifm  has  had  its  Mar¬ 
tyrs,  yet  he  alledges  but  two  Examples :  The 
firft'  is  Vanini^  the  other  a  certain  Fryer,  whom 
Mr.  Rkaud  mentions  in  his  State  of  the  Ottoman 
Etnpire.  But  of  the  former  I  hope  he  will  allow 
us  to  think  otherwife,  fince  it  appears  from 
the  pohtive  Teftimony  of  Gramondy  that  he 
ufed  his  beft  Endeavours  for  to  fave  himfelf. 
And  as  to  the  latter  who  was  named  Maho^ 
met  Effendi,  .we  (hall  fpeak  of  him  anon,  let  us 
leave  him  for  a  little  while.  It  fufEces  then 
,  that  ydnim  is  not  a  Martyr. 

And  fuppofing  there  are  true  Martyrs  for 
Atheifm,  he  reafons  at  random  upon  the^Prin- 
ciples  from  whence  they  ad  ;  at  firft  giving 
them  a  certain  greatnefs  of  Soul,  faying  I  doubt 
not  but  Atheifts  have  in  themfelves  a  juft 
Idea  of  what  is  honed,  which  is  ftronger  in 
their  Minds  than  that  of  what  is  profitable  or 
agreeable.  It  is  certain  it  muft  befo,  fince  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Bayky  they  become  Martyrs  for 
their  Caufe:  But  if  this  laft  Propofition  be 
denied,  and  it  may  be  faid,  that  Atheifts  may 

dogmatize  in  private,  but  do  not  perfevere  in 
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their  conllancy  to  Martyrdom,  and  confe- 
qaently  that  they  have  not  an  Idea  of  honefty 
ftronger  than  thofe  of  what  is  fweet  and  profi¬ 
table,  then  his  Superftrudure  falls.  Let  us 
take  for  Example  Vanini.  It  cannot  be  denied 
but  that  he  was  an  Atheift ;  having  but  Wit 
and  Ambition,  the  thirft  after  Glory  perpetu¬ 
ally  gnawing  him ;  Mr.  Bayle  pretends  he  was 
pretty  regular  in  his  Morals :  All  which  makes 
appear  there  was  fome  Idea  in  him  of  Honefty. 
The  Queftion  is  now  to  know  whether  that 
Idea  would  have  carried  him  to  deprive  him- 
felf  of  what  was  fweet  and  profitable,  and 
even  Life  itfelf.  But  let  us  not  Reafon  up¬ 
on  the  uncertain  Inclinations  of  his  Heart,  let 
us  rather  confult  Fads.  It  is  then  certain, 
that  in  Mr.  Bayle  s  fenfe  what  is  fweet  and 
profitable  has  been  ftronger  than  what  is  ho- 
neft.  For  he  (Vanini)  recanted,  he  was  a 
perfed  Biggot  in  Prifon,  he  masked  himfelf, 
and  remained  fo  until  he  found  there  was  no 
longer  room  for  Hypocrify.  Truly  if  Atheifm 
had  a  triumphant  Blow  to  ftrike,  it  was  in  the 
Perfon  of  Vanini  j  an  Author  of  thirty  Years  old, 
full  of  Ambition  for  himfelf  and  the  glory  of 
Atheifm,  who  had  buffooned  Socrates^  and  fo- 
lemnly  declared  in  his  Works  againft  Difiimu- 
lation.  Such  a  Man,  or  none  but  the  like,  I 
fay,  fhould  have  the  Idea  of  Honefty  to  that 
degree,  that  the  fweet  and  profitable  ftiould 
never  efface  it,  or  be  ftronger  than  it,  efpecial- 
ly  in  an  o.ccafion  fo  decifive  as  this  i  notwith- 
ftanding  his  Strength  failed,  or  more  properly 
that  of  Atheifm. 

Mr.  always  depending  upon  the  con- 
ftancy  of  Vanini  prefumes  this  Qiieftion,  For 
Tohy  did  Vanini  (fays  he)  jo  indijcreetly  a^nuje 
himfelf  to  dogmatize  before  Perfons  igho  could  eafi- 
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ly  bring  him  to  ^ufticey  if  he  fought  but  for  his 
oimi  private  Proftj  he  fhould  have  contented  himfelf 
with  a  perfeci  tranquility  oj  Confcience  without  the  de- 
fire  of  having  Difciples,  The  word  Indifcreetly, 
here  put  in,  is  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion 
itfeif,  young  Men  being  for  the  moft  part  fo, 
but  efpecially  fuch  as  Vanini^  who  overflowed 
with  Vanity  and  Pride.  You  have  feen  how 
he  praifes  himfelf  in  his  Dialogues,  and  after 
what  manner  he  treats  Solomon^  St.  Pauf  Refits 
Chrifl ;  as  well  as  the  chief  Articles  of  the 
Chriftian  Faith.  Notwithflanding  he  would  not 
pafs  for  an  Atheift.  In  his  Dedication  to  Baf- 
fompire^  he  opprefles  the  Libertines  with  Re¬ 
proaches  ;  in  his  Dialogues  he  calls  them  Ante- 
Chrifts,  and  in  (hort  towards  the  end  of  his 
Book,  hs  is  fo  afraid  to  be  attacked  that  he 
fubmits  all  to  the  Authority  of  the  Holy-See^ 
and  recants  beforehand  of  whatever  might  of¬ 
fend  it.  His  Vain- Glory  obliged  him  to  dog¬ 
matize  fecretl}^  but  his  Self-love  provided  him 
always  with  a  back  Door  to  efcape.  There¬ 
fore  as  to  what  regards  fuftice^  he  did  not  mind 
it  much,  as  Mr.  Bayle  imagines,  as  well  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  Charader  of  Prieft,  which  feemed 
to  oblige  him  to  fubmit  to  another  Jurifdidion, 
as  becaufe  of  his  Wit  and  Eloquence,  upon 
which  he  relyM  very  much,  without  mention¬ 
ing  the  Difficulties  on  the  fubje(5i:  of  Providence, 
upon  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  refleded, 
and  which  he  was  very  capable  of  rendring 
confufed.  But  after  all  \ir.  Bayle  can-  never 
make  me  believe,  that  a  Man  fo  Pufillanimous 
as  Vanini,  hath  braved  a  Prifon,  he  fo  ill  fuf- 
fered.  If  he  fought  but  his  private  profit^  he 
ffooufd  content  him! elf  with  quietly  injoy ing  a  per- 
feS  fecurity  of  Confcience.  That  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  the  moft  prudent  choice  for  an  A- 
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theift.  But  there  are  mad  Men^  fuch  as  Vamni^ 
who  cannot  forbear  fpeaking,  although  it  be 
at  their  Peril,  not  that  in  Reality  they  are 
animated  by  a  Principle  of  Charity  or  Ho- 
nefty ;  but  from  either,  that  of  Vain-Glory  or 
Folly,  in  order  to  diftinguifli  themfelves  from 
the  vulgar,  or  murder  their  time  in  Buffooneries 
and  merry  making,  Things  very  delightful  to 
young  People,  alcho  well  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  a  Providence.  Did  Men  always  ad 
according  to  fixed  Principles  be  it  Good  or 
Evil,  Mr.  Bayle\  Refledions  would  be  more 
juft.  But  he  has  abundantly  ftiown  us  himfelf 
that  the  Adions  of  Men  are  not  a  neceflary 
Confequence  of  their  Principles.  For  fiiould 
an  Atheift  dogmatize,  we  muft  not  for  that, 
believe  he  has  in  view  to  form  a  Sed,  or  Cha¬ 
rity  towards  the  Publick,  no,  not  in  the  leafh 
He  fpeaks,  argues,  declares  his  Opinion,  Jefts 
or  is  Profane  to  divert  his  Friends,  annoy  the 
Clergy,  or  laftly  to  extol  his  great  Knowledge 
and  Penetration.  And  in  fad  he  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  forry  all  Men  fhould  become  Atheifts. 

But  yLr.Bayle  may  yet  thus  Reply.  Obfti-Of  Mahr 
nacy  is  fufficient  to  make  Men  Martyrs  for 
Atheifm,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Mahomed  Effendi. 

But  luckily  this  Example  is  the  only  in  its 
kind,  and  therefore  cannot  be  laid  down  as  a 
Rule.  Moreover,  that  we  are  intirely  in  the 
Dark  concerning  this  pretended  Martyr,  and 
fhould  we  efteem  him,  fuch  as  that  bafe  Fel¬ 
low  who  burned  the  T emple  of  Diana^  to  acquire 
himfelf  a  Name,  (hould  he,  I  fay,  do  any  thing 
1  but  what  would  be  approved  of  by  all  Men 
i  of  Judgment,  and  eren  Mr.  Bayle  himfelf, 

'  were  he  now  living?  Then  we  might  juftly  af- 
li  fert  it  was  either  a  natural  Difpolition,  folly 
1  or  Melancholy  which  was  the  Caufe  of  fuch 
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Aftions :  The  Idea  of  Honefty  having  little 
fhare  therein  if  any  at  all.  But  however,  that 
be  Fanms  Example  is  a  Demonftration,  that 
the  Thing  in  itfelf  is  neither  natural  nor  pro¬ 
bable;  fince  notwithftanding  his  great  aflif- 
tance  of  Youth,  Knowledge,  Philofophy,  Am¬ 
bition  and  many  Years  Experience,  he  mife- 
rably  yielded,  leaving  us  a  living  Image  and 
perpetual  Monument  of  the  Weaknefs  of  A- 
theifm,  that  is  to  fay  of  Human  Reafon,  ab- 
flraded  from  the  Knowledge  of  God, 

This  Sir,  is  all  I  had  to  offer  you  upon 
thofe  Reflexions  of  Mr.Bayle,  that  concerns 
our  Atheift,  I  have  took  care  to  anfwer 
them  for  fear  of  being  accufed  of  hav¬ 
ing  flipped  over  the  greateft  Difficulty.  I 
thought  it  better  to  be  a ^  little  prolix  and 
tirefome  at  once  than  have  it  to  do  a  fecond 
time :  So  much  the  rather,  the  SubjeX  being  of 
the  utmoft  Importance ;  and  the  great  Name 
of  fo  celebrated  an  Authot  having  impofed  on 
many.  It  was  the  Love  of  Truth  only  prompt¬ 
ed  me  to  thofe  RefleXions.  And  now  I  fubmit 
the  Whole  to  your  learned  Judgment  waiting 
for  your  Decifion,  which  will  fave  that  of  the 
Publick,  or  at  leaft  that  will  encourage  me  to 
expeX  a  favourable  from  them. 

London  Aug, 

JO.  1714. 
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XX VL  A  cool  Cenfure  of  Vanini’/  concerning 
what  is  faid^  That  the  Mercy  of  the 
Lord  is  above  all  his  Works.  43. 
XXVII.  ‘The  Horofcope,  or  a  Calculation  of  the 
Nativity  of  the  Chriflian  Religion 
made  by  Cardanus.  44. 

■  ■■  Looked  upon  by  Vanini  as  dangerous.  48. 

XXVIIL  A  Refutation  of  that  Calculation,  ib^ 
XXIX.  Vanini  is  the  fir/i  Author  among  the  Mo¬ 
derns  of  the  Manichean  Objedions. 


50, 


To  which  he  anfwers  upon  Spinofa’i  Prin¬ 


ciples. 

XXX.  He  tnakes  God  the  Author  of  Sin. 
—  Laughs  at  Predeftination. 

XXXI.  And  at  Chrift^  Miracles. 
Refuted  on  that  SubjeEl. 


ib. 

5^- 
ib. 

5  ^  • 

ib. 

XXXII.  He  is  merry  about  Hell.  53. 

XXXIIL  He  is  an  Hypocrite  in  his  Amphithea- 
trCj  which  he  dejpifes  in  his  Dialogues. 

ib. 

XXXIV.  A  view  of  his  Dialogues,  their  Ap¬ 
probation.  54; 

The  Dedication  beggarly  and  flattering. 
Comparifons  drawn  from  the  Sun  already  in 
Vogue  in  Vanini^j  Days.  ib.’ 

XXXV.  The  Preface  and  Encomium.  564 
XXXVI.  The  Plan  of  the  Book.  57. 

XXXVII.  At  firfl  feems  to  be  a  Materialiil:.  5  p. 
He  believes  the  form  of  the  Heaven  to  be 
its  Soul,  and  concludes  for  the  Eterni¬ 
ty  of  the  World.  ib. 

Attributes  that  belief  to  the  Ancient  Phi- 
lofophers.  60, 

Deifies  Nature  though  he  efitems  it  diforder- 
ed.  60. 

Q  Treats 
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— —  7re^^i  Religion  as  a  human  Invention,  ^,6u 
XXXVIII,  A  fooYt  Refutation  of  that  Syftem  • 


by  Mr,  Barnard.  62, 

XXXIX.  Origin  of  Mankind  according  to  Di- 
•  odorus  Siculus  ^WiiVanini.  dg. 

- -  Idle  Notions  of  the  Atheifts  on  that  Subjetl, 

64. 

—  If  the  firfi  Menvjent  on  All  four.  *  65. 

- -  A  Remarkable  Cafe  of  a  yomg  Man  among 

the  Bears,  66, 

XL.  Profanation  of  Vanini  about  our  firft  Parents. 

ib. 

XLI.  His  odious  Paralel  between  the  Empire  of 
God  and  that  of  the  Devil.  67* 

—  Beautiped  and  llluftrated  by  Mr,  Bayle. 

68. 

XLII.  A  Refutation  of  faid  Paralel  6p. 

XLIII.  Vanini^  J^fls  concerning  the  hnmortali^ 
ty  of  the  Soul,  71. 

—  Defence  of  the  German  Nation.  ib. 

XLIV,  He  Cenfures  the  Law  o/Mofes.  72* 

XLV.  And  the  Chriftian  Religion.  73? 

^  And  its  Martyrs.  ib. 

— -  And  Marriages.  ib. 

•—  T^he  Idea  he  gives  us  0/ Anti-Chriftt  73.* 

—  And  of  Jefus-Chrift.  74. 

—  And  of  the  Eucharift.  ib. 

XLVI.  And  of  the  Afoflles  about .  the  gift  of 

T'ongues,  ib. 

XLV  II.  And  of  the  RefurreSlion,  76. 

—  And  of  Socrates.  77. 


■■  —  Wickednefs  of  the  atheiflical  Conjectures, 

ib. 

XLVIII.  He  attacks  the  DoBrine  of  Devils. 

78; 

—  And  of  the  Pagan  Oraclesi  7p. 

A  fhort  account  of  the  different  Opinions  concern-- 
ing  thofe :  And  that  of  ChryfippUS.  ib. 

—  of 


The  C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

of  CicQYo  and  Lucian,  Pag.  8o. 

—  Of  the  Primitive  Chriftians.  ib. 

—  0/ Vanin i  and  Father  Tomafin.  ib. 

—  of  Mr,  Vandale  and  Mr-  de  Fontenelie.  8i. 

—  of  Father  Baltus.  ib. 

*XLIX  Opinion  of  Vanini  concerning  the  Periodic- 

cal  Returns  he  attributed  to  Religions.  82. 
— —  Converfation  of  the  Author  vjith  Mr,  Bayle.  8  5 . 

—  "That  Libertines  contradiB  themfelves,  84. 

—  As  doth  fometimes  Mr.  Bayle.  ib.# 

L.  The  Idea  Vanini  gives  us  of  Time.  85. 

LI.  The  Prophane  conclujion  of  the  Dialogues,  ib. 

—  Where  he  laughs  at  the  Fame  of  Paradife,Pur- 

gatory  and  Hell,  and  ends  voith  a  luxurious 
regret.  2>6i 

LII.  Vanini’i  Condemnation  related  by  Gramond, 
in  which  he  is  defcribed  as  an  Atheift.  87." 

« — r  A  Seducer  of  Youth.  ib. 

—  Prieft  and  Debauched.  ib. 

—  Hypocrite  and  Prophane.  88. 

Afterwards  a  Bigot,  and  Orthodox,  through 

Fear,  8p. 

—  And  afterward  difcovering  himfelf,  is  a 

Pt\2Siphcmcv  againfl  Jefus  Chrift.  90. 

LIII.  The  FaPt  otherwife  related  by  the  French 
Mercury.  92. 

?—  The  Relation  of  Garaffe,  more  conformable  to 
that  of  Gramond,  and  confequently  more 
probable.  See  the  Advertifement  at  the  Be^ 
ginning  of  the  Book,  94. 

LIV.  A  CharaEler  of  Vanini  deduced  from  what 
has  been  related  of  him^  }fs  Body  and 
Mind.  ^  94. 

His  Erudition  and  Poverty,  ib. 

—  His  Hypocrify  and  Pride.  95. 

—  His  Profanations  and  Criticifms.  97. 

—  He  calculates  his  own  Nativity.  98. 

?—  His  Morals.  ib, 

Mr, 
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Mr,  La  Croze’j’  Judgment  emcerning  his  Re^ 
carnations,  ^  Pag. 

'**""**  oj  the  Parliament,  and  Gramond^i^ 

Severity, 

• - Vanini'j-  lafl:  Hours  dreadful!,  ib. 

LV.  Concerning  the  Apology^  vohich  appear-" 
ed  in  favour  of  that  Atheifl.  ib; 

LIV,  J^Ir.  Bayle  s  negleEis  concerning  him  as  voell  in 
Relation  to  the  Fad:s  as  to  the  Argu¬ 
mentation.  TO? 
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